
r

THE OANADA LANET. 19199

tion of an account of the operation referred to till of injuries died ofbiood poiosning. Mien ve core
I read it in print. to operations. Ail the operations tlat I had tlat

If necessary to vindicate myself, I arn prepared have been recorded in the case-book are 845 ; Of
to prove that 1 neither wrote, dictated, nor eve tese thirty-seven died, or 4.4 per cent. No Mr.
rotely suggestd it. I attributed its autorsiponly the majoraetel ugse t trbtdisatos' operations. It is a very vague maLter wvhat w~e are
at the time to the editor who has studied medicine, to cali the major operations and what are minor
but did not ascertain who the writer was till after operations. I thought it vouid be better, there-
reading your criticism. The use of the expressions fore, to put down ail my cases of operations, with
quoted can be satisfactorily explained, but I should out excluding, as Mr. Savory bas doue, any group
have thought " bungling " and absurdities were for any reason wvatsoever. But, going over theasgvnoperations as Mvr Chieyne lias donie, thiere were
*snfficiently evident throughout the article, as 20 that can be fairly calged iivor operations. A
in full to convince any one, that a novice, and not great number of mmor operations have becu treat-

ai "1ebr0 u w rat a L uhr ed as out-patients. I iuay rernark that with anti-a 4 member of our own craft " wvas its author.I
can quite understand and approve of your desire septic management, you are justified in treating as
to maintain a due regard for the code of medical ont-patients a large number of cases whicb, without

atiseptio treatment, o consider you would be
ethics, but the imputation of unprofessional con- bound to take into a hospital. Now, substracting
duct xvas iu this instance hasty and undeserved. these b2 minor operationsI have 725 major opera-

Yours truly, ionst ; of i2 minor operations, not one died. ,

JOHS A. LANGRILL. therefore, by substractin g the minor operations, in-
crease iny death-rate. There were thirty-seven

Jarvis, February 16thî, t8So. deaths in he 725 major oerations, and these give

[We have great pleasure in publishing Dr. Lang- 5. 1 peCr cent. 'fli St. Barthiolornew's statistics give
rill's~ ~ 15trwhc .2 per cent., soinewvhat greater, flot very miuch

ril's ettr wichfully exonie- .ites him m ail greater, I confess. I cannot hieip remarkiiig liov
ýCOflllicity in the matter referred to. We oave but easy it vouId have been for mie to manipulate the
one object in view, in thus holding up to profes- statistics a liiule, to make the thmng look much bet-
sional censure ail cases of presuined violation of ter for mysef. For example I have iad several

the code of ethis, and tat is the general good oov the
operations, wriche have been very minor. There

the pr.)fession at large. It îa occasionaly liai)- were three cases of spina bifida treated antisepti-
peg, as is apparent in this instance and much to cally. numbe operation consisted of introducing it
be regretted, Tiint the innocent suffers with the a needie two or thre, as the case wibe horse-
guiilty.]-£ED. LANCE'1. liairs - and one case of iîydrocephialus xvas treated

pin tic same manner ; most minor operations, cer-
tainlieyn; but each one of tese was foiowed by
deati. And, consi ering the consequences, abd

ehc bu the imputtionfunrofes a c- othe reatness of the interests involved, it vas oniy
ductIw s intss ShaTTCSrigstt to regard these as major operations,; ahd

every case in wo1 ich I have ad a death I have in-
Prof. Lister, has often been ciaenged to pro- cluded in my major operatios. If I ad clos

duce bis statistics, and bis opponents have been' to sytoewr io prtosatogite

Jeeavis Februgry 1thosde i fai8uredeahi the 725r major oerations andthesgive

d were fatal, the resu t would have ooked diffrent;
as an evidence of a disinclination to let them bear an d I could have reduced verki muc the per cent-
the ligit. At hast, hoever, .e have t beun tage. But I Irefer to do as I have doue ; and iny

"The great Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, wvhile nmort.ality ià 5. 1 per cent. of iia.joroeatosiiaîs
it is te metroioitan iospital for Scotand for sur- 5 8 ou the St. Bartholomepf statistics. No , as to
gical disease, is not a hospital to which veryiany tle deaths, e corne to the great question of blood-
injuries core, and the great majority of injuries are poisoning. hiad six deat s from blood-poisonin
treated as out-patients, and hence I have only in MY 725 operations, or 4.82 per cent. The St.
seveuty-tivo cases of injuries to speak of in those Bartholouîew's per centage wvas 1.44 per cent. of
five years and tree-quarters. Nevertheless, they blood poisiing. The cases of blood poisoning
were soniewhat severe injuries thirty-three co- aere two of pyemia in those five years aund three-
pobd fractures, seven wounded joints, thirty-five quarters, two of septic r ia, and t o of erysipelas.
other severe Lounds. Iu seventy-two cases of in- The cases of blood-poisoing require to be eigled.
juries there xvere four deaths, vhich oives n. s per Tinere is a very veigonty state quent attributed to
'Cent. ; wlereas the St. Bart-olonew -tatistics are, Morgangi to the effect-"sinoped, it w an

7.7 per cent.; and ioe of those seventytwo cases obsez-atiose.." That is to say, as we may render


