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T/e Transactions of /he American e-

dical Association, instituted 1847.-

Tol. 2, Philadelpiia, 1849. So, pp.
956.
This valuable volume, comprisimg the

proecedings of the last meeting of the

Association, witlh the reports of the

Standing Committees, lias been on our

table for some time. The siando

committees relate 1stly, to the Medica

Sciences general y :2dly, Practi cal Me-

thcime; 3dl, Surgery 4thly, Obstetries

5tlvly, Medical Education; 6tilly, Me-

dical Literature . 7thlv, Publication

8thly, Public Hlygiene ; 9thly, Adulte-
mated Drugs, and 10thly, Tndigenous

Medical Botany. Comoprised in the re-
ports of theuse several Commitices are a
large number of truiy valuable docu-
ments, reflecting the highest credit up-
on their authors. ,Passm from tlie
purely medical and sur!icol depart-
ment of hie work, o thliat of a seni-ie-
dhcal character, wc have perused tle
reports of tle Comrmitîees on Medical
Education, Mdical Lit eratusre, and
Public ygiene with especial grat ifica-
tion. The hygienie reports for Concord,

N.II., Portlandl, M., New York, Philia-
delplia, 3Boston and LoNvell, lialtimore,
Charleston, S.G., New Orleans, Lous-
ville, Ky., and Cinciunati, have atti-e-
ted especiafl attention bat of all, tliose of

Boston and Lowell are marked for ilir

precisioi and Ic labeur bestowed npon,
themù by their autiors or aitlhor, Dr.

Curtis. IV( not ice that this association
incets this vear in flie mîonli of May, at

,Cincinnati-it bas our best w-ishes for

its prosperity. Wc hope that tle tire
is iot far distant wrhen a British Ameri-

can Associa/ion, with simlar objects iii
vicw, vwill be holding its annIal meet.-
ings, nd witlî n influene, on public
opinion equaf with hat, -vlich tliere

can te no question, its.elder sisteris now

pro)duich

Researches on the Natural Histor.y oJ
Death, by ET DowLER, M.D.--
iNew Oileans, 1850. Pampt.rpp. 22.

Il 1837, Professor-Manni, of the Uni-
versity of Rome, offered, through the
intervention of the French Academy, a

prize of 1500 francs, for the best work
on the signs of apparent death. This
prize was lately nwarded to M. Bouchut,
wTho assigned mn his paper the following
as the immcdiate and remote signs.
The immediale consist m-Ist, The

prolonged cessation of lie heart sounds.
2d, The simultaneotis relaxation of
the splincters. 3d, The sinking of iho

g-lobe of the eye, wili loss of trans-
parcicy of the cornea. The remote con-
sist m-lst, Cadaveric niidity. 2d,
Absence of muscular contractility .un-
der tlie inluence of ralvamsm and 3d,
Putrefaction. Dr. Dowler exhibits for-
cibly ilie meonelusiveness of ail ihe
sains regarded b y .Boucht as in-

ediate, and forthwilh proceeds topoimt
out one not noliced hv prevous writers,
viz., tli thenmerîn trical test. On this

point, we ii let oui author speak for

"f propose the thernometer as aimamis
of tesling deuati, possessing us it, does,

ce over the st c
The latter atliod takes for granted,
that in apparcit dceaih, tle heart's C-
lion continues ; that it cannot be for a
lime suspeldcd, and that its action can
alvays bc ieard !. The very analogies
or apparcîut or tcmporary deiath, secm Io
oppose or coitradict these assmptions.
The analogies and tli positive facts
kinownu of aninal temperature, teach
that, during life, the body is.not heated
and cooled like iîcrn matter.- PJace
two or three litermometers in the arm-
pits-in lte bend of the am, (the fore-
arm bciig Ilexe d,)--m th7e mouith and
witliii Ile sphiiciters, to ascertain flie
lieat of Lte saI face, anud of tle ceitres,
(the rectum is thc best, and most acces-

sibl ceare.)Theapplicationt of the,
lienrnel 1 er re quîeso s il, ai tl e

open to the ilspection of alrid is a
test for ail the warn blooded aimails-


