
70 Periscope.-Etheriztion.-Vapour of Ether.

ittle patient wea seven months uld, the child of parents an the
hildhr station,'and in an atmosphère which cnuld not, by possi.
bility,lhave an effect in prolonging or aggravating the complaint.
There was no condition of guims to warrant the opinion that tectih.
ing lad any influence on the disease, and the secretions were
bsealthv; If the child presented any peculiar aspect, it was that
of constitutional debility, a deficiency of power preventing the de.
velopment of the teeth. The treatment- puîrsued had bren of

hié ordinary character in these cases-attention to the secretions,
striet rulesriegarding diet (the child being brought, up by hand),
ana'd the avoidance of all excitement. ' The disease, lowever, lied
eontinued to increase in severily, and the little patient lad now as
m any as eight or nine attacks in a day. The nurse was warried
of tie approach of the convulsions by an attack of crying. Now,
what would be the child te inhale the vapOur
of ether by sprinkling a little of thatagent on a towel or handk-ci-
chief, and holding it to the mouth and nose ? He knew that
ethèr had failed in trismus and tetanus, but ho threw out this
question for the purpose of cliciting discussion.
'ur. Chowne inquéed if, in tfiecease rclatcd, the convulsion aroso

froma spasam of the glottis, producing difficulty of breathing, or
from sone other cause. When it arose fron such a spasm in the
air-pa*sage, the difficulty to the admission of air would bring on
convulsons, and, urider these circumastances, the administration of
tie ether would only.make the quantity of air inspired less. If,
hbwever, the ether actcd as, an anti.spasmodie, then the glottis
would be opened by its agency, and afford the patient time to
respire. It had been found that in 'cases of irritable larynx and
trachea, there was a difficulty in administering ether. Wc re.
quired further experience te determine the effects of ether gencrally,
but more particulaaly on infants. He should be fearful of apply.
ing il in cses similar to the une detailed.

Mr. Headland said, that in his case the convulsions evidently
arose from spasm of the muscles of the larynx. What was to
arrest that? It was evidently referable to some disturbance of
the pneumogastric nerve; and in this extreme case all anti-spas.
asodies and other renedies had failed of affording relief. He was
fully alive te the necessity for caution in such a proceeding, and
stated his conviction that ether was at the present iame too india.
criminately employed.

Dr. Chowne believed that ether did not necessrily produce
congéstion of the brain; a state of collapse certainly bomnetimes
followed its use, but lae had neither observed stertorous breathing
nor dilated pupil, though he had heard of the presence of sucih
effects in some cases. In one instance a man certainly did appear
to suffer from fulness of blood in the hcad after inhaling ether.,

Dr. Risdon Bonnet had seen little of ether; but, fron what ho
had observedat St. Thomas's Hospital, it would appear, in some
cases at leat, te Teseable in its effects the nitrous oxide, at firet
producing excitement,'folloved, as was usual with these agents,
by a state of collapse. We wcre too ignorant, ho thought, of the
operation of ether at present, te employ it in convulsive disease,.
Could we, or could we not, with safety try its effects in convul-
sive diseases, knowing its tendency occasionally to produce~con.
valsions ?, It was an important subject, and deserved the atten-
tion of the profession.

Dr. Chowno b.d recommcnded the inhalation of ether in a case
of lhooping cough, as it had been stated that it had in somse
instances cut short the, disease. It had been inhaled'by holding
to the nostrils a handkerchief sprinkled with ether.

Dr. BennettsaitbaI it vedld be more likcly to be useful in
hooping-cough'this in laryngismans stridulus.

Dr. Garrod said that etier might be so exsibited as always to
produce excitement. , If inhaled froin a bag-msto which ethser iiad
been put, it usually produced that state, fol.lowed soon by narco't-
ism. Judging from the eflects 'f alcohol on the voung ef ammaasa,
ho tlhought that ether must be used te children witha caution.

Mr. Bishop said,tisat the question beforo the Society was une
of finportance. lt was difficult te say in the present case what
was the áôurde of the irritation'which, acting on tie pneumugmastio
herve, produced tie conytilsions. Any particles iti tletanosphere,
which mighst irritae sthe superior laryngeal nerve were sufficient
t6 prodùce the effect. Change of air had occasiunally beeto
bonefit is theses cases; and a warm moist atmisosplieo-,was un.

óâubtéidly'likely te lbe. of service, troma its preventinsg anything
rritating the mucous îmembrane of the laryni.

Dr.'Cluterbuck considered tht one cf the greatest àdvdnitages

which we 'hould derive frou the use of ether would be the power
we should possess of brinrging our reniedies more directly to the
organs of respiration when in a state of disease than now. Twenty
years ago there was a great disposition in the profession to the
admnmistratio of remedies by inhalation. Dr. Bed does had found
great advaitage-from the use of carbonic acid and other agents
in this wav. 'The plan lad been since neglected, though it was
undoubtedly the readiest, of carrying our remedies directly to the
seat of disease without first sending them through the course df
the circilation. He considered that great advantage would arise
froim the employment of the inhalation of ether and other vapours
in affections of the air-passages. He related the case of a lady
who had been for years the subject of a*distressing catarrhal affec.
tion, which was nuch influenced by weather and other causes,
and the attacks of which were often obstinate, and difficult of re-
lief. He thought this might be a case in wiiich the inhalation of
ether mighit be of -service, and he accordi'ngly directed her to in.
hale it in the sinplest manner, by holding a bottle'of ether to the
naose, smielling it strongly, and drawing deep inspirations, until eh.
found it afiected lier. She was usùally under its influence in
about five or ten minutes. She had pursued this treatment for
several days with the greatest advantage ; it acted by diiniiisliing
the sensibility of the mucous membrane.-Lan'cet.

SURGERY.

Etherization. (Fron a Correspondent.)-In the Gazette des
Ilopitaux of the 30th of Murch, Monsieur Pertusio, Surgeon of
Turin, asserts that he has employed ether successfully in traum.
atic tetanus. Monsieur Roux lias been unfortuiate at Paris in an
analogous case.

Extract friom the Gazette des Hopitaux.-" M. Pertusio, sur.
geon of the hospital ut SS. Maurice.et-Lazare, at Turin, lias just
obtained a successful restilt, by the aid of etherization, in a very
narkced case of trauinatic letanus.
" From Feb. 4th, sone tetanic synptoms had been manifested

in a young paticnt received into the wards of this physician, and
on the 13th these lad attained the greatest intensity. m. Pcrtusio
conceived the idea of trying etherization, and instantly obtained

,cotuplete resolutidn of the muscular retraction. ln fact, the
tetanie symptoms reappeared as soon as the influence of the ether
had ceased; but M Pertusio immediately renewed theinhalation,
and obtained, on the whole, suflicient benefit to encourage him to
return te the etherization, ut firat'as often as six tiimes a day.

" By.degrees, the tetanic.attacks becoming more feeble and legs
frequent, the inhalations of ether were diminished, and at the end
of a week, one single ethserization was sufficient.
. "l Q the 4th of Mareb, the patient had passed a weekwitlhout
experiencing lic slightcst tetanie symptom; although the etheriza.
tion iad been discontinued, and lie now walked in the hall of the
convalescent patients, nothing of his complaint remaining, except
a slightrigidtty in hlie abdominal muscles."-Clinique deMarseiffi.

Vapour qf Ether.--M. Boullay, jun., has made several experi.
menats ont animais with the vapour of ether. Four dogs'whieh
were subjected to it gave no signs of pain under mangling of al]
likids. Fromi sixteen te eigliteen grammes of ether were injected
into hlie jugular vein of a horse, and he immcdiately fell into :a
sound sleI. M M. Malgaigne, Roux, Velpeau, &c., have ex.
peienced the must decided success fron its use with their patients.
Amputations of the thigh, leg, and -inger, operations for iydrô.
acele, the extirpation of tumours seated deeply, among muscles,
vesscls, and nerves, have all been perfoi.med, not rsily without the
patient's being.,in the least disturbed by whatt was, going on, but
even while under tue knife vithout losing thlat. interinal comfort
and agrecable feel se characteristic of the intoxication from ether.
We giveshortly one of the cases laid before the Academie de
Med6cine by M. Laugier. A young girl, aged 17, with white.
svelling of the kncelaad lier tihigh anputated. Iaving previously
inspired the mixture of air and vapour of ether for three or' four
miniites, se fell intu n ext'tic sleep. 'Whcn the limb was re-
moved and the vessels secured, M. L. began to dress the stump,
aredý then tie patient gave tie first evidence of cofisciousness by
comp>aining of being awakened, and of being brought among men,
as she said, and added that se had been sleeping with God and -


