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old type and death in a few days. He very justly observes,
" that deati from so trifling an accident, is net to be so muck
wondered at, when we daily sece that ant impression made upon
a small part of the nervous systeni, may derange and ulti-
mately destroy the functiois of the whole ainimal machine."
One of the cases which he relates, was occasioned by a slight
fall, and the other came on gradually without any apparent
cause, but they both termiinated fataliy; they are the only
cases which lie has ever met with in ail his practice.

.We now come ta the TiaD CAPTER, on cases in whicit
the SýnoviaI Membrane lias undergonc a morbid change of
structure.

The author speaks of a niorbil alteration of structure in
the synovial membranes,.which, in his opinion, is as peculiar
to the joints atone, as the tubercles are to the lungs.

Those peculiar mnorbid changes which he has discovered in
the structure of joints, seem. to us to correspond fairly with
the cancerous conditiohs of other parts, and witht that affec-
tion of the bones which authors have called osteo-sarcomaor
cancer of bancs. .le compares it with scirrhus of the breast,
the medullary sarcoma, or fungus beniatocles of the testicle,
anmd numerous other diseases-ini which tho natural structure-dÇ
the affected organ is destroyed, and a new and different oe
is added in its place.

" The synoial me mbrane loses its.natural organization, and
becomes conterted into a thick pulpy substance cf a light
brown & sometimes redish brown colour, intersecied by white
membranous lines. A tlast it involves al[ the conitiguous parts,
cart~ilages, boanes, ligaments, &c. It begins by sone stiffnesàs
and tumefaction without pain, and if one hand on!y be em.
ployed in the examitiation, it may be taken for a dropsy ; but
if.one be placed on each, side of the joint, the absence of fluid
will be detected by the want of fluctuation. Paia is scarcely·felt
until abcesses begin to form and the cartilages ulcerate;-then
hectic fever cones on and carries off thc patient if the limb be
not removed by amputation. In gencral,oneortwovears will
elapse before the disea3e reaches its most advanced .stage."

a the TreaImet ofthis complaint the authoracknowledges


