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threaten death by starvation or debility, the induction of abortion by the
douche would cvidently be far preferablo to cither the dilatation of the
os uteri, the attempt to puncture the membranes, or the administration of
ergot. The latter has little power in such cases, while neither dilatationngr
puncture could be etfected without danger, because of the undeveloped state
of the cernix uteri

After the fifth month, when in the normal condition of the pelvig the o3
uteri can be reached, and the membranes punctured with tolerable fuciity,
there 18 2 certain number of cases in which the evacuation of the uterns is
called for to relieve the effect of the pressure or irritation, and in which the
evacuation of the liquor amnii is alone sufficient to relieve the urgent Symops
toms, In these cases, the operation of puncturing the membranes has the
advantage of affording immediate rehef. I alluded to dropsy of the awnion;
excessive soutting in the Intter months of pregoancy ; draining hemorrhage
from partial separation of the placenta ; the oceurrence of insanity, convul-
sions, and choren; or dangerous oppressivn of the cireulation or respration.
Here the mere diminution of the size of the uterus, which may be obtamed
by the evacuation of the hqrov i, without the tmmediate expulsionof the
foetus, sometimes affordsinstantancous ruliet  la all such ceses, puncturing
the membranes is a more dircct method of obtaining velief than any other
procedure, and on this account may be preferred.

In cases where the operation is performed to save the child, without refer-
ence to the condition of the mother, as when the child has diey, and against
the latter part of pregnancy, from mperfect circulation in the placents, there
can be no question of the superiority of the douche to any other method. Its
operation is, in fact, scarcely, if at all different from natural labour, and
there is no risk whatever of injury to the mother through its employ- -
ment. ‘

In fine, from the accounts of the numerical resalts of the induction of pre-
mature labour by the ordinary method, it appears that nearly one-half of the
children are horn dead.  Thas is partly owing 1o the necessity for its per
forinance in some cases betore the foetus has beeome viable ; and in partt
the scourrence of difficult labours from deformity, and from the evacustin
of the liquor amnii atthe commencement of labour.  This Iatter cause of i
creased mortality among chuldren horn through the induction of premsiure
labour, prowmises to be entirely obviated by the substitution of the donche ¥
the operation of puncturing the membranes. There are, indeed, sod
reasons for preferrmyg the douche in all eases in which the foetus is Kz
snd viable, in which the immediate relief to be obtained by discharging the
liquor ammii is not imperatively demanded. As regards’ the mother, th
douche relieves her from all risk of mechanical injury to the uterus. 18
well known that the proportion of mal-presentations is increased in csses? >
which Iabour comes on at the full term. In cases requiring turmtd -
after the induction of prematwie labour, the danger to mother and foefusd ;
increased “by the absence of the N _uwor ammil.  But these aud off®
difficulties which follow upon the evacuation of the liquor amnii bfore &
commencement of labour, when the faetus hasarrived at the latter momhs%f"'
greatly diminished by the employment of the douche. This happy itprovemts'
promises to be of equal value to the mother and child, Above all ”;’
applicable in cases where the os uteri cannot be reached, where &5
mduction of premature labour by any other known means is imposs i
and where the only alternative is the danger of the Cemsarian sectiod=
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