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WHIERE W7AS ST". PATRICK BORN?

(Contimued.)

'P'lie earliest writcr wve have access to on the subjeet is St.
Patrick limiself ini bis 1% Colfessioli," and agaix' iii bis letter
to C'o/zoi*. lIn cacliiof tlîcse !le says lie wvas boruii i Britajîx-
Bir1/aunae, the plural forini is lus wvo.I' iii more thail oxie
place, Britannia the singullar formn in others -- and we know
aiunde that froin the tine of Julius Cesar, wvho died
about 400 years before St. Patrick wp's boni, iintil t'le timie of
the Saiîxt's arrivai iii Irela.id the siiîgi-:iar anid plural forîin
wvere iîidiscriinately lsec to inclicate jist onie anid oiily oîie
country, anid that the onie, namnel y, wvhich is iiL , calIed Great
Britaiii. St. Patrick lîad been over 3o years actively n.igagcd
on the Irisli mission before aiîy autiior wve kîiow of had
applied the sinigular forîn Britanunia to aîîy locality in Gatil
anîd lie had died aîid gone to Heavexi imore tîman ioo years
before aily kîîowvî autiior chiangyed the simrgular forumi iinto the
plural. and applied the latter to ail), place otiier tlîai Gi-cal
Britaiii. Tlîe word Britaiiiiiae as applicable to a portion of
France caîmnot be proved to have 1heen in use iii St. Pat«r*c'k's
life tinie. It is aliliost certaini tlîat it wvas flot ; for otIîerwvise
it 15. exceedingly difficuit to accouîit for t1-, fact th-lat miore
thaii a ceiîtuiry would pass withouit soîiîe accepted wvriter
soniewhiere writiug soinethiixu - abolit a Ërenclh Brittaniae.
Eveii the word Bnitania is tiot knowvn to hiave been applied
to any part of Gauil uxîitil about thirty years after St. Patrick
liad golie on bis Irishi mission. This does not say that the
niaine in its sixîgular forin did not exist ini France at an earlier
period than its publislîed date. It is probable tlîat it did;
but we caîî base nîo indiputable argument on a probabilitý,.
We îuay, liowever, reasonably inifer thiat, if tlîe saine exliaut-
tive iinvestigationîi ad been mîade before or during D)r. Lani-
gan's timie tliat lias been silice miade into old authors, the
learuied doctor wouild imot have introduced the iaîne of Britain
ixito his Iîistory, in tlîe coiîectia)iî it ilow stisiains in thmat
valuable publication. Before a inost iiîiý.;te searcli lîad been
iînstituted iinto nualuv MS. and volim-eq, 5.oiumc of thenii x'crv


