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CHRISTMAS.

. AWhen  Cluistmas is mentioned it brings hefore one mind<
e little scene with which we are all so famihar.

“ Rolling downwmd thiough the midngn,
Conmes a glorions hurst of heavenly song;
“Tix o chatus full of sweettiesa—

And the singers are an angel throng,

Waond'ring shepherds see the glory,
Near the word the shining ones declae ;
At the manger fall in worship,

While the musie fills the quivring air

Lo! the morning star has 1isen,
O'cr a dark and raine-1 earth ;

And from ot the heavenly portals,
Is proclaimed a Savieur's hirth,”

g If wo think of Christmas as Christ day we are sure every

wsher in Chiistias day by the celebrating of thiee masses— §
one at midnizht, the second at carly daswn, and the third in §
the morning. This dates Tan baek to the sinth centmy. The
day was considered in the doulde ghit oi a hols commemora-
tion and a eheseful festival,and was accondingly distinpuished 3
by ddevotion, by vacatton brems bissiness, and by mernment. §
Duving the midedle ages it was celelnated by some gay faney 3
~pretacle of diamatie perfornenes acted by the peaple dressed §§
in singular mash < and gamnt codtnmes, X
The singing of varols veninds us of the songs of old shep-§
herds at the hinth ot Christ, ad coes i Jong way back to thed
time when the people ceasad to wnderstiodd Latin. The
bislops il elergy joined with the peaple in stnging, and the 28
songs were often mande very Bively Ty danees aecompanied by
the unsie of tambonrs, gitas, veline and organs. If thesed

danees were in the night cach petson held in bis Tand a lizghted 3858

wax taper
The Protestants of Germany call Cluistinas the * ehildren’s§
festival,” and on Clinistinas eve presents e given by meansg
of the Clnistmas tiee. The giving of presents is kept aimost
entitely within the family cizede, that is, between parents;
aml children, nothers and A large sew bough s
put up in one of the pabows, highted with tapery, and - lang}
l'ull \\‘illl _uil'b. sMuvectitents, 4l]i,|l|-.\, nutls, ]'l:l.\'”lill;{.\‘, an
otaments. aeh aift i~ mahed with  the name of thell
pevson for whone it is mitended, but not with the name of
the giver, and then after broakfust when the whole family i
assembled, the presents e ziven to each one and are received g
with Ill'i\'_\' ;_'ll‘l‘. Auwon sobut sepe fu”u\\‘.\‘, for the mothe
N ‘,\k".\ lhi\‘ o .lsinh 1 Sty llll\-ll(').\' to ”l(! tlmlght('rs, )
anil the father to the ~ons, what has heen observed mos
praiseworthy and what west fanlty in their conduet for-th
past year, It seems almost a0 shame to dampen the joy of
the little omes just nowe when they ave all <o happy. I

ENISTRES

Psome of the smaller villazes of Novth Gernany the presents

e by all the pavents are seat to see ane peeson, who, i

¢ high buskins, @ white i, a0 mask, awd an enormous flaxj

e will have the right fecling as to how it should be spent.

my pleasures attend this festive time, but stilt there is a

Bling of @eat joy thronghaut the world, for we knew that

s the daywhich marks the comg of our Savieur into the

rid.  How the little ones enjuy sending a letter to Saia

us two or threr weeks before Christmas, and hangang up
ir stockings Wy the fireplace, thinkmg that he will come
'n to fill them.  The older ones, too, enjoy the exchange
resents aml the hearty good cheer of Christmas time.
N custom of giving sligl& relembrances comes fram the
that the wiso men of the East brought their gifts to
place where Chirist was by,
some Rowan Catholie \Qunh:ies it is the custom to
- R | R

-

wig i the bughear of childven, and is known wneng them agh
* Roeeht Rupert.”  He goes St house t house and a8
received by the paents with weat veverenee,
the childven, amd afier many guestions ax to their condnct;
gives them cach their presents, }
Chri-tiias has always heen a telighons, domestie, and
wmerry-making festival in Euglad, not anly for the young
but for the obl as well  The revels nsed to begin on Chirig
mas eve awd continue softer anbl Candlomas (February 2ndj
every shay being a holiday il twelfth night (January 6thyg

"1 the hiowses of the nobles a “lord of wmisrule ” or “ abh

of unreasan ” was appointed, whose oflive was < to make th
rareat pastimes, to delight the beholden,” and whose positioh
lasted from « A Hallow eve ™ (Ovtabier 31st) till Candlengs
day  The larder was Gilled with hens, turkeys, geese, duck
beef, ntton, pork, pies, paiddings, nuts, plume, sugar, atid
heney  The tenants were alway » entertained at the hall, an
overy art condurive to mirth was encouraged by the master:
A glwing fire made of great lugs, the principal of whie
was named the yule-log or Chnstiuas bleck, wlnch might he
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