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NAVIGATION OF TIIE ST. LAWRENCE,

Waoare glad to find the press of the Upper Provinee coming ont
8o boldly iu favour of the Free Navigation of the St. Lawrence-
The article we mve below s frum the Humiltun Spectatory and be-
sides setting forth the views we behieve to be genemlly enter-
tained as to the operation of the Navigation Laws, eontains somo
vory sensible remarks on the neeessity of immediate action un
our prits to vbtaun their repeal.  Tius is the great point now to
which the energies of the country ought to be direeted.  Whilst
the St. Lawrence is closed to the enterpriso of forcigners,
our trade must remain paralized, and every interest in the coun-
try suffer.  But thic Navigation Laws will not be modified with-

out such action 1s taken by the Colony ttself as will convince the
British Government of the earnestness with wlich our clinms are
made, and necessity of immediately yielding to them.  In order
to produco this umpression, an opportumty should be given to
every district in the province to express its opinion by a memorial
to the Government on the subject. It 1s also sugaested that thero
should be a Coxvextion of the principal men of the province at
some central spot to be agreed on, at which the state of the Trade
of the country should be taken into consuleration, aud a strong
u}meal made to the Home Government for the immediate removal
of such restrictions as now weiszh upon us.  Itis unpossible that
such ropresentations should not carry great werght, whilst the
umon of so many leading men nught be productive of good re-
sults not now foreseen. It 1s evident, indeed, that unless some
such exertion is made, the provinee must suffer severely. Al-
ready the effect of vur sinzular position is being felt in the general
depression of trade, and a belief in the impossibility of competing,
under the present scale of duties, with foreian countries.  Whilst
the difference of freight between New Yurk and Moutreal equals
the amount of protection reczived, it is evident—even if every-
thing else were equal—we should have hard work to mam-
tam our position ; and how must the case be when we know, as
we do know, that under every other head—m respect 1o msur-
ance, sk, delay, &e.—we labour under the r ost serious disad-
vantages ?  ‘The fact is, indeed, as plain as the sun at noon-day,
that unless these Navization Laws are repealed the trade of Ca-
nada must seek other channels, and the value of the province to
the mother country, as well as ats abinty to help itself, be se-
riously interfered with.

Sush boing the casu, we cannot too eamestly impress on onr
Free-Trade friends the necessity of exerting themselves in their
different localities to obtun an expression of public opinion
against these laws 3 and we do not know a better way in which
they can do thss than by forming Branch A-sociatwns, such as
wu have often referred 1o, These Branch Associations, besides
being the means of ditfusing information, would enable them at
any tune to meet and record their opintons on the questions  ow
bemg agitated, and would in conrse of tune form « most ssmple
but powerful machinery for the furtherance of Free-Trade views
Being non-political, they would enable men of the most dissimilar
opinions in other respects, to come together ; and viewed even in
this lihgt, could scarcely fail in the long rus to have a salutary ef-
fect upon the public mind inthe colony. But there must be no
delay.  Whatever is done must be done promptly, so that at the
commencement of another year we may find vurselves m a posi-
sion to take advantage of the small protection still left in our fa-
vour, which at present it is evident we cannot do.

As we have before observed, a great responsibiiity rests in this
matter on the different Boards of ‘Trade. It is their duty to watch
over the mterests of commerce, and 1if they should fail to take a
decided course at the present moment, they will have most cul-
pably fuiled i that duty. At Torento, as we showed last week,
the Board of Trade has come furwaad buldly to denounce the Na-
vigation Laws: and we now call on eve v ather Board of Trade .
the province to follow its cxample. Lot them at once memo-
tialize the Government in strong terms o place the trade of the
province in that pesition i which it has # 1zt o evpect to be
placed, and without which neither colony nor mother country ean
denve any advantage from the connenion.  Nor will memonal-
izing alone do.  ‘Toronto in this respret has set an eveellent
example, by calling in the assistance of the District Agricultural
Society, and obtamiag from it what must be regarded as an ea-
pression of opinion against all restrictive hivse  We trast that
this example will be followed, and that the coustituences gen-
erally will not rest satistied 10 merely recording their opingons,
but that they will make theiriepresentatives express those opi-
nions for them when they sliall mec Ui the neat session of Par-
liament.  Up to the present time, the teadeney of lemelation has
been all i the other direction 3 but a new e has now armved,
and heocefurth every man who s not prepared o give i lus ad-
herence tu the Free-Trade cause, must be declared uufit to have
a seat in Parhament.

With these remarks, we zive the article to wlich we referred in
commencing, from the Hamillon Spectaior, only omuting o
patageaph, in which the writer mnakes a priniant charge agamst
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the Free-Traders, which he must have known, had he reflectod
for a moment, he could not support : —

Navication oF Tt St. Lawnrrsct —=Now that the Corn Law mea-
sures of Sir Robert Pee) bave been perfeeted, nnd she effecia are becomng
every day more apparent, in the dechine of produce in the Brinsh market,
the Fiee-Traders of Canada appear to have awakened to & constderation
of the serions cffects this law must have upon the trade and agriculture
of the Colony , nnd, in alarm, they are setting themselves to work to ob-
tnin some wodification of the restrictions under which we at present las
bour, by which we may be placed onan equality with foreign countries.
As the Spectator has ever strenuously opposed the action of the Free-
‘F'raders heretofore, it may appear somewhat surprsing that we should
now agree with them on a particnlar question.  But as the effect which
a full expression of calonial opinion on the Corn Bill, made at the proper
time, tnght have had, must now be lost, there can be no question of the
propricty, indecd actual necessity, of obtaming the removal of any exist-
ing restrcuons, if the rapidly increasing carrying teade of the province is
to continue to proceed through its natural chiannel.  No lung short of
the repeal of the Navigation Laws, go far as the St Lawrence is concern-
ed, will secure this result ; and we confess that our aunticipations of ob-
taining such a privilege, for many years to come, are not of the most san-
guine. The influence of British ship-owners and manufacturers has ever
been more fely in Downing-Street, than the representations of the people
of this distant part of the empire. Whether this arose from the former
having the car of the Muuster, and a better opportumty of stating their
wishes, we cannot divine ; but 1t 18 quite certam that the grievances
under which the inhatutants of Canada have for a long tume suffered, and
which have heen stated both through their representatives in Parhiawment
and the public press, have been treated with marked neglect.  The man-
agement of the Post-Office Department, notwithstanding the repeated
cumnplaints made, sufliciently corroborates this statement. If, therefore,
so little attention was made to a matter that affects the colonies alone,
what reason have we to expect that a representation now, on another
subject, will have more effect, when it comes into direct contact witha
rich and inJucntial portion of the people of Great Britain1

As a matter of right and justice, the free and unreatricted navigation of
thie St. Lawrence shonld not for a moment be withheld ; as a question of
diplomacy, it may give rise to many a dry and tedious despatch, before
the subject is tnken up on its merits. The people of Canada now con-
tend for the nght of chosing the hest and cheapest route to the ocean, in
return for bemg depnived of the protection they enjoyed in the British
matket. It is by no means certain that the St. Lawrence is the prefer-.
able route, but common justice cannot withhold from us the opportunity
of testuig, and choosing for aurselves. I, after the Navigation Laws are
repealed, the merchant finds he has to pay more for sending his freight to
market, and the farmer still losea the addational price on his produce that
is paid for transportation, then they must turn their attention to the canals
of the Americans. But they wish first to have an opportunity of judging
of their own route, divested of all surperfluous tolls, monopoites, and re«
strictions.  If the experitnent prove sausfactory, there may be no neces-
sity for cultivating a better busincss acquaintance with our neighbours.

A Mcmorial on the subject of the Navigation Laws has been adopted
by the Toronto Board of Trade, and a sunilar paper by the Board of
Montreal,  The first-named docament, which cmbodies the sentiments
of both, will be found in our columas to-day. The object is simply to
point out the advantages the Canadian formerly enjoyed, and the ruinous
posution in which he wall b placed unless the navigation of the St Law-
rence be threwn open.  The question is simple enough, and as the grant-
ing of the privilege would only give us a farr opportunity of enicring wmto
comyetition with strangersan the markets of Great Britar, we hope that
other Boards and Associations, and the people generally, will speak out
upon the subsect, without loss of ume.  “I'hc cxpression of a single Board
of Trade, or a particular locality, will have very hule cficet, whilst the
earnest representations of an undivided people may be too powerfal to re-
sist.  When we have been deprived of every advantage fonnerly enjoyed,
there can be hitile delicacy in demanding to be placed n a position in
which we can do something to save ourselves from total ruin.

With respect to the subject of Differential Datics, the same action
might be urged ; but as the British Goverament have already declared
that the imposition of a revenue for protection is no longer desired, we
think they will abolish these duics very speedily, of their own free wills
But, after all, it is better to represent the whole grievances under which
we labour, in order to cusure the mitigation of a part.  Public inectings
have bren held on less unportant matters, and a similar procecding now
mugat be advisable, both to obtam a geuncral expression of epinion, 2nd to
show the Home Government we arc in carnest in our represeiitauon.

. LAKE ST. PETER.

In our nunber of the 15th inst., we referred to the stoppage of
the deepen ng of a channel through Lake St. Peter, and briefly
painted o1 ¢ the injury to the trce of Montreal which it was cal-
culated te cffect.  The public press of tlus ety has foilowed in
our wakr, and we observe in the Afontrecl Gazelle of 26th instant,
a commu ication on the subject, signed Tur Masy, which with
the other attackhs on the Government, Lus apparently elicited a
reply from the organ, in defouce of its principals.

The defeuce is rather oracular, to wit.:—that “agitation has
stopped dhe work 5 tie “ Parligiueatary Comimittee,” are com-

lated of as too active; the “ merchants of Moutreal and tho
mhabitants generally,® as too passive ; and therefore, the
tunate Govermmnent—that ““much-loaded animal,™ as its defendacr
r;lghcrl irreverently styles it, magnanimously resolves—to do uo-
thing




