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Rangoou, Oroomiah, Bitlis, Harpoot, Tarsus, Robert College, Constanti-
nople, Jerusalem, Bulgaria, Chili, South Africa, the response has come to
the signals of the Western crusade ; and the great army seems already
mustering from all lands to undertake the final assault on the -citadels of
Satan.

The first national conference of Asiatic students convencd in Kyoto, in
1889 ; five hundred men, r~vresenting ten Government colleges and twelve
Christian colleges, were in attendance. Annual conferences have followed,
and now there arc two held yearly, the gathering of 1893 being attended
by six hundred. India has had since 1891 a national union and annual
conventions. During the six years since 1889 cighteen Asiatic conferences
have been held, whose three thousand delegates have come from fifty col-
leges and during those six years over three hundred students have been
added to the army of believers and warriors for Christ.

These are interesting and overwhelming facts. And the question only
remains, Does this movement give promise of permanence, or is it an
evanescent awakening of enthusiasm ¢

Only time can certainly answer this question. But meanwhile signs of
permanence must be acknowledged. For instance, the aggressive spirit
of evangelism pervading these Oriental student bands, alike exemplified
in Japan, China, among Armenians and Tamils. Witness also the per-
sistency and energy of the Japanese and Chinese ; the intensity of conviction,
which leads to such tenacious holding fast the faith in the face of ostra-
cism, caste prejudice, and open persecution.

Nothing is niore sbining in its promise than the well-known prayer
pewer, for example, of Japanese converts, who have been known literally
to pray all night, having literal confidence in the promise that where two
or hree. gather in the name of Christ, He is in the midst of them.
And the high standard of habitual and seclf-denying giving which prevails
among Oriental Christians adds to all the other proofs of lasting qualities
in their plety the essential element of self-sacrifice, so lamentably wanting
in the Occidental world,

1t is not to be wondered at that Dr. McCosh characterized the Student
Volunteer crusade as the greatest missionary revival since the firss century,
and that those who have watched this latest development of the Y. M. C. A.
should regard it as the Divine outcome of that marvellous uprising of young
men which, starting a half century ago, has by its wnifying influence upon
Christian believers of all denominations been, as Dr. R. D. Hitcheock
said, such ““ a mitigation of the deplorable effects of our too disintegrated
Protestantism.”

Mr. Wishard's brief but startling book closes with a threefold appeal :
“Pray ye; go ye ; bring ye—a call to supplication, service, sacrifice.”
Twenty-five men are shortyy to bLe ocenpying strategic points in the
educational centres of the three continents, South Awerica, Africa, Asia.

Many more will be needed—are now needed.  Uere is a work in which all




