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mate is tropical, and clothing is only necessa:ry to cover their nakedness
and not to keep the body warm, and the houses are built with a view to
shade and not to ward off the frost; as for food, that is plentiful and
cheap enough. A man need only work a few days in the month in order
to provide himself and his family with all they need ; the rest of the time
he may sleep and amuse himself. As a result, the people are indolent to a

:" degree, and will not do more than they are absolutely compelled.

¥ The Spanish officials are appointed only during the tour of the home
ﬁ ministry, and their stay varies from three years to three months, or even
] less. The sole aim of each one is to fill his pockets with gold in the least

possible time and get away home again, regardless of the welfare of the
colony. Every conceivable device is resorted to in order to extort money,

and impossible laws and regulations are made, sb that each infraction may
yield the excuse for the infliction of a punishment by the levying of a fine

as heavy as the circumstances will admit. There is much oppression and i
little liberty. Everywhere one meets with uniformed officials or military,
and fighting seems to be going on all the time. Trade is throttled by sui-
cidal customs regulations, and all enterprises are strangled in their birth.
Altogether they are in a very fair way to kill the goose that lays the golden
eggs. The mountains are filled with precious metals, iron and coal, and
the land bears crops in abundance ; but any attempt to develop these natu-
ral resources of the country is resisted by the Spanish officials. There are
no roads, and the only railroad was built by an English company after great
opposition ; and the obstructions continually put in the way of the company
make it a losing concern. Comumercially one could not well conceive a
greater failure or a more blind and sclf-destroying policy than that pursued
by Spain.

The religious and moral condition is not a whit better than the com-
mercial. Roman Catholicism is supreme, and no other system is per-
mitted ; by law all are Christians of the Roman persnasion. Churches are
everywhere, and they are far and away the best buildings in the place.
The finest in Manila is that of the Jesuits, which is most handsomely con-
structed and fitted throughout with the hardest and most expensive wood
and marble, all exquisitely carved. It took twelve years to complete, and
must have cost over $1,000,000. In the city of Manila the Romanists
have fine schools, in which some 2000 boys and girls are taught, and a lib-
cral education is given them. In connection with the schools there area
fine observatory and a museum. The schools and the work done in con-
A nection with them scems to be about the only good thing the Church does.
) Everywhere clse is seen its blighting hand, and cven in the schools the
training is of such a naturc that the youths are absolutely in the hands of
the priests not only while they are under instruction, but through life, It
was repeatedly said by residents in the islands that the priests are very im-
pure and immoral in their lives, and that by means of the confessional the
women ar¢ completely in their hands. 1 have not the proofs at hand to
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