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mate is tropical, and clothing is oniy necessary to cover their nakedness
and not to keep the body warm, and the bouses are buiît with a view to
shade and not to ward off the frost ; as for food, that is plentiful rnd
cheap enougli. A man nced only work a few days in the month in order
to, provide himself and bis faînily with ail they îîccd ; the rest of the tiîne
he inay sieep and amuse binisoif. As a resuit, the people are indolent to a
dcgrce, and will not dIo more than they are absolutcly compclled.

The Spanish officiais are appointed on]y during thec tour of the home
ministry, and tlieir stay varies from three years to three xnonths, or even
less. The sole aim of ecdi one is to fill bis pockets wviti gold in the lcast
possible time and geV away home again, regardlcss of the welfare of the
colony. Every conceivable device is resorted to i order to, extort moncy,
and impossible laws and regulations are mnade, sb that cacli infraction May
yield the excuse for the infliction of a punishment by the levying of a fine
as heavy as the circumstances will admit. There is much oppression and
littie liberty. Everywbere one meets withi uniformied officiais or xnilitary,
and figbltingy secms te be goinig on ail the tinîe. Trade is throttled by sui-
cidai customs regulations, and ail enterprises are straugled iii their birth.
Altogether they are in a very fair way to kili tic goose that lays the golden
cggs. The mountains are fulled with precious metals, iron and coal, and
thc land bears crops in abundance ; but any attempt te develop these natu-
rai resources of the country is rcsisted by the Spanisli officiais. There are
no roads, and the only railroad was built by an Englisi company after great
opposition ; and thc obstructions continually put in the way of the company
make it a iosing concern. Comînercially one could not weil conceive a
greater failure or a more blind and seif-destroying policy than that pursued
by Spain.

The religious and moral condition is noV a wlhit better titan tic coin-
merdiaI. Roman Catholicîsm is suprcmc, and no otier system, is per-
mitted ; by ]aw ail are Christians of tbe Roman persuasion. Churches arc
cvcrywhcre, and tbey are far and aivay tbe best buildings in tic placte.
Tic fincst in Manila is that of tbe Jesuits, which ;s most bandsomnely con-
structed and fitted tbrougiîout with, Vue hardcst and most expensive wood
and marble, aIl exquisitciy carved. it took twcivc ycars te complote, and
must bave cost over $1,000,000. In tic city of Manila the Romanists
have fine schools, in wbicb some 2000 boys and girls are taugit, and a lib-
oral education is given tiien. In connection wvith the scbools tiiore are a
fine obscrvatory and a Museumi. Thc schools and tie work donc in con-
nection with thcm scenis Vo be about the onlýy good tbing the Cliurch doos.
Evcrvwhercelcsc is scen its blighting baud, and even in tlic sclîools the
training is of suci a nature that the yoîîths are absolutely in the bands of
tie pric-sts not only while they are under instruction, but trougi life. 1V
wvas repeatcdly said by residentq iii tie islands that the~ priests are vcry im-
pure and immoral iii their ]ives, and that by nîcans of tie confessiona) the
wonx are Compictely in ticir bands. I bave noV thc proofs at baud to,
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