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were adnîitted and alloxved on both sides. For
the basis on which prayer, according to my
idea, acts is a natural basis. Prayer used for
heaiing purposes is to give us the full posses-
sion of al] resources ivithin our reach. 1 should
neyer advise any one to try and get by prayer
whiat they could get xitbout. I should give the
magnetizers full swing in my hospital ; I should
have theim traincd and tested. I should wvish
tic doctors to exert their bcst faculties, whilst
placing themiselves willingly at the disposai of
any institutions which niit secin to reacli them
through prayer ; they xvould cven then have to
use their cornmon senise in deciding howv far
suchseemning intuitions xvere really helpfuil and
reliable. 1 should get mny patients to pray for
thcmiselves, that they miglit beconie receptive,
and mnake it easy for the assurned influences to
reach themn. Whiilst fully adm-itting that soi-e
diseases wvere beyond the reach of such influ-
ences, 1 should not in our presenit statc of ignor-
ance assume that any xere-I should try.
Under thcse influences 1 should hiope for very
remnarkabie aresults. But, in the present state of
religious and scientiflc opinion, I ficar myi viewv
of the way in xvhich prayer might be used as a
real healing agent xviii flnd no favour with cithier
section, for the religious would call it profane,
and the profane would call it chimerical. But
I should like to sec whether wve have--mn prayer
as applied to disease- a powver, not soinething
by which ive can conîpel divine influence to do
what is contrary to divine order, but something
which places us within the reach of healing
magnetic influences at prescrit litie used or
recogn ized.

The prayer test, however, is likely to outlast
many experimients, good, bzd, and indifferent.
At any rate, it is a test which is constantly being
made, and will doubtless continue to be made
by individuals, and with the rather startling
restit that belief in the efficacy of prayer in
quite the common acceptation of the terrat is
so far from dyingy out, thiat it is, if anything, a
littie more rampant than ever, and that flot
only amongst the clergy, the women, and the
peasants, as it is conimonly said, but amongst
thougfhtful and clever people. That many really
religlous persons have given it up in the above
direct sense I amn aware, nor have 1 any special
interest in supporting a belief in immediate or
direct answ2zrs in connection wath temporal

things. 1 think 1 should be content to hold
that ail prayers shouid be the willing self-sur-
render of the heart, should rest entirely on
spiritual ground, should be used for strength in
trial, comfort in sorrow, hope and faith in the
love of God and imnîortality ; and 1 stili hold
that the best and highest prayer is ' Thy xviii
be donc.' But suppose the reach of prayer does
really extend to wvhat ive cali tenmporal things,
and suppose tlîat this continues to be believed
in spite of good arguments arnd excellent opin-
ions to the contrary, simply bccause 50 many
people continually gyet what they pray for; why,
then, in the interest of aileged facts, I xvouid
simply ask, is there anything irrationai or ab-
surd in trying to understanl xvhether this thing
is, and hoxv this thing can be.

217. As regards the hospital test, then, sup-
pose that by prayer you do set in motion a
synipathetic, spiritual machinery. 1I(do not sec
that a scientific test uncler fit conditions xvould
be impossible. I thiink it xvould be difficult to
devise in detail, becaul3e we really do flot know
aIl the conditions for such an experiment, but
perhaps sufficient are approximately known.
Thier -are personal conditions as regards those
xvho pray and those w-ho are prayed for; there
is the force of prayer and character, and the
time of prayer and generai circunistances, which
wvould differ in eachi case, and would have to be
particularly dealt with, and flot xvholesale. At
the same, I think that could sucli a test be ap-
piied for as good a purpose and as reverently
as similar tests are said to have been applied
in the Old and New Testaments, perhaps a
result different from that so confldently anti-
cipated by the scientific xvorld mighit be ob-
tained.

218. Again, remember that no demand is
being made upon miraculous powers in prayer;
inereiy through prayer, poxvers that exist are
liberated and placed at our disposai. That is
the rationale of prayer. Cases flot to be healed
by magnetism, natural or spiritual, or beyond
the reach of curative processes here or else-
where, xvili flot be heaied by prayer, or as fer
as we have reason to believe, by any sort of
divinefiat. Our respect for divinefiats xvould.
not be increased if they were. As far as I can
see, there are no divine fiais, in the sense of
things happeningé without adequate causes.
Frorn a close observation of the xvorid about
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