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The Groggery on Salisbury Plain,
CHAPTER T,

Poverty and Temptution.—By the side of one of those nu-
meious roads which intersect cach other like veins of mar-
ble, and cross in every direction the vast tract of country
comprised under the name of Salisbury Plain, there still
stands, as there stood in the year 1773, the date of this
true story, a small, low pothuuse, apparently less especially
designed for the accommodation of decent people, than

those whom Sterne desciibes as unfortunate travellers; -

sen whose own feet constitute the only means of transition
from place to place with which fortune has favored them;

and whose own backs, in like manner, are the only backs,
in the world which they enjoy the privilege of loading with

a mortal burden.

One warm evening in July of the above-mentioned year,
a man named Jacob Fearn inight have been seen sitting
on a hlock of granate brought fiom Stonchenge, by way of
g chair, at the duor of that identical house, smoking a short
and dirty pipe, which for the sake of economy he had beg-
ged of the landlord, and sipping a pot of brown ale, for
which he had expended the last few halfpence in the world
that he could call his own.

Jacob was a native of Salisbury, where he resided in
utter obscurity with his aged mother, and a sister of eigh-
teet.—a sensible, handsume creature, whom Jacob much
loved,—and upon the exertions of whom, in various feme-
nine employments he now temporarily depended for the
barest means of subsistence : he himself being, at the time
we speak of, unable to obtein .ny employinent whereby to
win the bread of life.

When aman has descended so far down the steep of

verty that it is well nigh impossible he can sink any
ower, he commonly sits down as it were at the bottom of
the Litll, and louks upwards upon all the world above him
with any eyc of envy and hatred, as though ever meditat-
ing ill. And thus it was with poor Jacob. The liquid re-
presentative of his last yenny was fast evaporating from
before hin, while there he sat in the very recklessness of
despair, ragged, self abandoned, and ferocious,—a strong
man, whose strength was uscless on the earth—a figure
which natimie had cast in one of her fairest proportioned
moulds, made guunt and angular and grim by lack of suf-
ficicnt sustenance from year to year; and presenting that
most painful of sights which civilized society can offer—
power without utility, capahilities perverted to evil ends—
a human being apparently disregaided by hLimseli, and un-
tared for by any other human being in the world.

And as Jacob sat thus, looking silently on the road that
Iy before the public house door, he saw the team-driver
g by whistling in the happiness of employment and plenty,
and envied him 5 he thought it was b tter to work even for
nothing, than for a man to sit idle until he fcit bimself a
;ere excreseence an sociely, and fit only to be lopped
away. And then the lordly carriage rollad by, whirling
fo new scenes people who sat in them secmingly as idle
aad, it mizht possibly begno more deserving thai himsdi';
while behind, perhaps, appeared some plump-fed, well-
C'othed footman, or lickalaisical lady’s maid : people who
in Jacob’s cpinion, made idicness a business itsclt, and who
throve much better upon it than nineteen-twentieths of
those whose worthy business it was to supj!y with unceas-

ing labor all the wants and necessities of mankind. And
out of all this he drew refiections which we shall not repeat,
but which rendered uneasiness still more uneasy, and dis-
satisfaction doubly dissatisfied.

By and by, a foot-soldier, with a small bundle slung at
"'the end of astick,and carried across his shoulder, came up to
"the door. Heated by the sun, his face was scarcely less

red than his jacket 5 and his feet were thickly covered with
{ the dust of summer travel.

P« Well comrade; he exclaimed, espying Jacob, and
making a full stop, as he wiped the hot drops of moisture
from his forchead—the world and you seem to agree very
well together.”

« True, true I replied Jacob—¢ we can’t quarrel, be-
cause we hold no dealings with each other. I sit idle
while all the world does all the work j=—she won’t let me
have a bit of it.”?

¢ Nor a bit of the profits either, I suppose,” replied the
other, with a sarcastic glance at Jacob’s miserable figure,
which secretly turned the idle man’s heart into bitter-
ness.

¢ No, nor the profits either,”” replied Jacob.

¢ Then turn soldier, man>’! added he in the red jacket,
¢ it’s worth twenty raggedlives like yours. Youw’ll live
well, save a little money, and get a holiday now and then,
(tjo 80 and see your sweetheart, if you have one, as I

0.”

€« Oh! you are on furlough, are you #** asked Jacob—an
inquiry to which his companion gave answer in the affir-
mative ; and, during their subsequent conversation, the
soldier furthermere informed him, that about three years
previously he had been quartered in Salisbury, where he
fell in love with a young creature of fifteen, that he had
responded with her in the mean time unknown to her friends
and that he was determined now to marry her ; for the pur-
pose of arranging the preliminarics to which important
ceremony he was now on a visit to her, carrying nearly
fifty pounds in his pocket, which he had contrived
to save during the period of his service in the_army.

Fifty pounds! That revelation was fatal to poor
Jacoh.

Actuated by those feelings of generosity which commonly
inhatit young bosoms, the happy young soldier invited
Jacob to share his can throughout the evening; and as
conversation induced drink, and drink yet more conversa-
tion, the twain sat at the table until late in the cool of
night, when they both set out together, not in a state of
the greatest sobriety, on their way to Salisbury.

Quarrelsome as some individuals are rendered by being
under the influence of drink, with others again its effect is
directly to the crntrary; and not unfrequently may two
persuns so situated be observed rolling home in compeny,
now rubling their shoulders forcibly together, and anon
fiying at a tangent three or four yards apart, yet all the
tiue vowing decp affection, triendship, and service to each
other; by the neat dawn of light, pethaps to forget it all,
or to remember only with an unpleasant sense of foolishness
and shame.

How thie two characters of our story sped in this par-
ticular, the reader may judge for himse.f—be it enough for
us {o say,—

It v foil vut ‘that Jacob Fearn did not reach his home



