MISSIONARY AND ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGEMNCI.

tiete, to say the least of i, doubtful, these
poor people have no other 1 eligious instruc-
uon that T linow of than one English
dergyman resident iy Caradoe.

In the township of Lkfixd and Mosa,
which are both well settled, there are a
sreat many  Scoteh, particularly in the
wrmer  Lhese are cluefly Highlanders
isom Areyle, many of whom are Baptists,
bt the greater number belong to our
churech It has not as yet been in my pow-
er to preach m Gaelie—a circumstance
which I particularly regretted when visit-
mg these people, few of whom, [believe,
profess a sufficient knowledge of Enghsh
10 enable them fully to understand a ser-
mon m that language.  There are evident-
Iy many in both these townships, notwith-
standing the deadening influence, too gene-
rally manifest, of a long destitution of reli-
mous ordmauees,who are cagerly thirsung
after the means of grace—and it 15 impossi-
tle for me soon to forget the more than com-
won ardour with which some of that num-
ber erowded round me at the close of Di-
vine service to express their gratitude for
my visit. One little circumstance which
veeurred immediately after sermon the last
tme I preached at Ekfnd, was peculiarly
Affccting. Retuening from the place of
meeting in company with some of these
worthy people, one old man, whose deep,
lumble, retiring prety, it was very cvident,
roless than his limited knowledge of Eng-
hish,had bitherto kept him back from taking
almost any share in our conversation, as if
suddenty overwhelmed, on tlus occasion,
by a ude of feeling which he could no
longer repress, lifted wp his hands to Hea-
sen, and, witha tremulous and most touch-
3 voice, exclaimed, in the strong, glow-
mg, and almost inimitable eloquence of his
oWl mountain tongue—¢ what are we, oh
Lord, what are we, that thou shouldst ever
have put it into the hearts of any of thy
messengers, thus to turn their backs upon
ther kundred and their country, and en-
counter the perils of the dreadful ocean,
and search us out even in the midst of this
wule waste wilderness, and bring salvation
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toour very doors,and make our poor heats
slad agan with the good news of thy
grace, and thy mercy, and thy wondious,
oh wondrous, wondrous love towards the
very chief of siuners ! is it not strange,” he
added, “is 15 not passing strange, Ut our
hearts are not more thaukful fur sueh nna-
cles of gooduess?"  * Strange, strange -
deed ” responded two or three others who
stood near hium, and who seemed at once
to have caught the impulse which this u-
expected burst of sumple but heartfelt elo-
quence fiom their, in general, rather tac:-
turn neighbour had suddenly commuinca-
ted  The people of Ekfnd and Mosa
together, about two yearsago when visited
by the Rev. D Mackenzie, Zorra, made
vary considerable exertions to obtauit a mun-
ister between them—since that perod their
numbers have so far jucreased, parucularly
in Ekfrid, that that townslip alone could
now, I think, easily support a minister~
for the probable number of its subsenbers
is at present scarcely less than 125.  The
township of Mosa, on the other hand,
could, I find, furnish about 80 subscribers,
which number added to that which mmight
be obtained from the adjoining township of
Zorra, would, no doult, fully equal or cven
surpass the amount of subscribers just im-
puted to Ekfrid.  Here, therefore, are two
openings for Gaelic preachers, each of
which, from the rapidly progressing char-
acter of the settlements, the perfect salu-
brity of the climate, and, above all, the
real piety of several of the people and
their great esteem for Gospel ordinunccs, is
in the highest degree not only important but
promising and inviting. And when it is
considered that our poor people in these
remote districts, many of whom are sunk
in ignorance, arc every day exposed to the
pernicious influence of the wildest fanati-
cismon the onc head, and the grossest irre-
ligion on the other—the former, for cxam-
plr, teaching them to ascribe to thesaving
operations of the divine spirit certain artifi-
aial, of course, but violent shakings and
other convulsive motions of the body,which
rescmble more the effects of an opposite in-



