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confusion.  ilach record of the Synod
Minutes is complete in itsclf, and it would
be most ungracious to deny the abili-
ty and care shown by the various Synod
clerks, but no attempt has ever yet beeu
made to prepare a digest of than, so that
an approach to codificativn could be made.
Were the judaments of the Synod on cach
subject on which dceisions have been ren-
dered, brought into justaposition, so that
the utterances of the Church at different
times could be compared, there might be a
hope that at some future period, the unfor-
tunate enquirer would, without the heipless
fecling of imbecility and bewildermene
which now overcomes him. be enabled to
search in the records of the doings of the
CLurch to ascertain the interpretation of
the laws by which he is supposed to be
governed. It is vain to expuct that any
individual member will undertake to pro-
duce from this chaos a syminetrical arran-
gement, to digest this rudis indigestaque
moles. 1t is a work which must be under-
taken by the Synod, and one which will
take some time to do. It is indeed pos-
stble that if a sum sufficiint to meet
expenses, and to secure any one from loss
who would enter upon the labour, were
guaranteed by the Church, soine one might
be found who would take up the task, but
it would be difficult to find any of our
ministers able to devote the time necessary
for the purpose, and it would be no easy
matter to sclect a Committee. Yet an
attempt mast be made, and it isto be hoped
that the Synod shortly to mcet, will not
scparate without at lcast taking this subject
into consideration. Tiere are many very
important points upon which we are left
in doubt; there arc matters of some con-
scquence on which each man acts on his
own notions, with no proper care as to the
right or wrong of the matter, too often
mere personal convenience being consult-
¢d, rather than what is according tv law
and order. Itis evident that something
is wanting to make us work more earn-
estly together. That is the evil. What
is itscause ?  Ifow shall we find a remedy ?
To the confusion which now cxists may
probably be attributed, among other causes,
the fact that we arc so divided, and that
the behiests of the Supreme Court are so
littic regarded.  Possibly a solution of our
- difficultics may be found at the Synod, for
we must confess that we are to some extent
groping in the dark.  May the Spirit
guide all the deliberations of the Synod,
in all things, and may much good result
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' to the country at large, as well as to our
own people by the decisions to which it
shall arrive.

June the Synod of our
Church will meet in Mon-
treal, and as there will most
probably be very important
business brought up for dis-
cussion, it is to be hoped that
all who can possibly be presert
: will attend.  The presence of
" the ruling (Iders is mest desirable, and it is
, by no weans creditable to congregations
. that so few representatives have in past

years assisted in the deliberations of the
. highest court of our Church, deliberations
. which cannot fail to have an important

bearing un the prosperity of cvery charge
. Within the bounds of Synod. It would Le
as foolish as it would be wrong to attribute
this to apathy on the part of the represen-
tative clders and ministers.  The great pro-
$ portion of those who fill the officc are notina
positiun to espend 2 large sum in travelling
expenses, besides giving their time at a
season when it is most valuable. It is
most unjust in itself to tax still further
thuse who already give their care, thouzhts,
and their counsel to the congregativa, and
upon whum the burdin and labour of pro-
viding ordinances is cast, by compelling
them, when they go to advocate theclaims,
or watch cver the intercsts of those whum
they represent to pay out of their own
private pockets, 1 sum which should be
raised by the contributions of cvery member
of the congregation. W trust the people
will thiuk of this, and that cach charge
will be represented—the expenses of the
minister and representative  elder  be-
ing paid cheerfully and ungrudgingly.
Arrangements have been made for the re
ception of the members of Synod here, so
that all will be entertained free of charge
to themselves.
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RO the interest excit
' cd by the reported
death of Dr. Livingstone, the
intrepid missionary and es-
plorer in Africa, the short
biography which will be
found in this number, will,
it is believed, be read with
interest. Notwithstandiug

&
\ the detailed account of his death, as nar



