THE PRESBYTERIAN.

As long as there are persons in the world ;
who seek first the kingdom of God and His |
righteousness, and other persons living close |
at hand who seek that kingdom in the second !
place, and in subordination to the claims of
gain or fashion, there must necessarily be a |
strongly-marked opposition of sentiment be- !
tween the two classes. They cannot both be !
right. Wherever convictions are keenly felt, |
and the consequent conduct is distinctly out- |
fined, both parties will observe the difference, }
and each will frame his own judgement vegard- |
ing it. Where the principles and conduct of '
two persons arc opposite in regard to the chief |
aim of life, cach must necessarily think bis
neighbour in the wrong. If two are sleeping
in one bed, 2nd if one arise at midnight and
flee to the fields from a conviction that the
house is toticring to its fall, while the other,
though wide-awake, lies still in bed, the one
who remains at case within the bouse thinks
his companion a fool for his pains. And he
must think so. If he did not think so, ke
could not lie still another moment. For him
oniy two alternatives are possible ; either he
must think that the man who fied is a foul, or
he must arise and flec too «ith all his might.
Aslong as he lies therc he cannot afford to
admit 2 belief of his neighbour’s wisdom, for
to admit that neighbour's wisdom is to convict
himself of suicidal madness. Accordingly he
holds fast by his creed that the other man is
a fool ; and, the moment that creed fails Him,
he arises and fices too for his life.

Poor Festus could not think,—could not
spesk otherwise to Pavl,—unless, like the jail-
or of Philippi, he had on the instant become 2
Christian, and made profession of his faith.
The subject was obviously the greatest; the
case had been clearly swated ; this story of a
Divine Saviour, the just giving Himself for the
unjust, is either true or false. If it is truc,
Panl is r ¢ht; but, if Paul is right, Festus is
wrong. Not being prepared to coafess this,
and yicld to its conscquences, he took ti:c only
otkeralicenative that remained.  Festos, know-
‘ing well that oa this point,~—the turaing-point
of zn immortal for all cternity,—where two
hold opposite opinions, these must be madness
somewhere, determiacd o throw the imputa-
tion from himsclf. Festus said, « Thou art
mad, Paul”™ Paul replied, “1am not mad,
Festus ;" and the two men parted, pechaps
aever 10 meet again on carsh.

What then? Is it anolher cxse ia which
two men eaterinin diffcrent opinions, and in
which cach may safcly hold hisown?  Alas!
it caznot be. Onc of the two is m=d, and in
his madaoess throws himseif away. Paul is
sober ; Festas is the fool.

To make perishing treasures the trae centre
to which the sonl gravitawes, and roand which
the life revalres, while the things that pertain
10 clernity are left to foliow as they mayina
sccondary place, is abnormal and mischievous.

wreach is as futal as woald be the revo-
luton in the maicsial universe if the san by
wxternal violence were compelled to move
Towmd the exith, of the earth to wove round
the maon. In the practical question which
SYEIY oac mast once in his life decide for him-
aclii—tke question whelber be shall be his
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own master or accept with all his heart and
soul the gospel of salvation by Jesus Christ,—
there are only two sides. One side is right
and safe; the other side i3 wrong and ruinous.
40 send out Thy light and Thy truth; let
them lead me."

Tux Urrzr Crassxs.
¢ Most noble Festus."—AcTs xxvi. 25,

Sixty years since a certain attached domes-
tic, presuming on the privilege that was fre-
quently in those days tacitly accorded to his
class, roundly reproved his master, a great
Scottish proprietor, for the sin of profanc swesr-
ing. Although no record remains of the ar-
gument, it is evident that John had taken 2
leaf out of the great Apostle’s book, and, be-
sides speaking of righteousness and temper-
ance, had given a broad bint about the *judge-
ment to come;® for the laird, feeling that he
had not a leg to stand on, cut the matter short
by the remark, # It has pleased Providence to
place our family in a superior position in this
world, and I trust he will do the same in the
next” This is a real case; but it is an ex-
treme and, perbaps we may add, at least in
our own day, & raic onc. On the other side
there are, not here and tlere one but every-
where many, who wear coroncts and pray.
In this respect the lines of our generation have
fallen in a pleasant place. For preseat privi-
lege we should “ thank God,” and for future
prospects ‘¢ take courage.” But between the
two extremes of evil and good, of gross stolid
carthliness, and humble, intelligent, strong
faith in the upper ten thousand of Rritish so-
ciety, low many diversilies in constitutional
character and external circumstances! How
wide is the field, how difficult the culture, and
how vast the product, if it were made fruitful
over ail its breadth !

It was an outstanding featurc of Paul's char-
acter to appreciate correcdy another man's
difficultics, and to sympathize tenderly with
thusc whose positicn msgnified the offence of
the cross. There is strength, no deubt, in this
preacher, bat there is scusibility too. He can-
not be weak ; but ncither is it in him to be
tude. * Most neble Pestus,” szid he. Oh, 1
love the groat missionary for that word. [
think I hear his veice thrilling xs he utters it
Right well he krew that, other things being
cqual, it was karder for the Roman governor
than for = meaner man 0 obey the Gospe! and
cast in his lot with the Ghristians. He will
not fiatter the augast siranger; he will ant
suggest that e elesxicd and refined may bave
a privete door apened toadmit them into Hesv-
en, and 3o cscape the humiliation of going in
by the ssme gate with the vulger throng.
This missionary is faithfal, but he is never
tarsh. He makes ailowance for every one’s
cmptations, and becomes all things o all
men, What ke may gain some. In the polite
Tespecifal address, of the Christian apostie to
the Roman magisirate liss & principle thatis
permanent, precivng, practieal.  Let us en-
deavour 0 understand and apply it

We sjeak of the aristocracy here in 20 nar-
row o7 technical sense.  The sabject concerns
the whole buman tace, and bears directly on



