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Wo should have no cenitennial. to-niglit.
'To spoak only words of truth and sober-
ne.qs, ivhat abundant reason ]lave we at
-thîis tinie for devoutest thankfulness. W~e
ixuay well lift up our hearts and our voices,
iii wonder, i'wve, arid praise. IVe ble8s
-God wliî, gave to our fathers such ivisdom
-for surely it wvas 'wisdoxn Gyod-giveni-
the wisdoxn that led thei, aniid mxanifold
]uardships, and pçivations, wvith untold
pains and toil aîîd self -sacrifice, to lay
broad and deep the foundations (f .ae
educational institutions to wvhichi ivoare
.so entirely indebted for wliatever of
,strengtli and efficiency aýs a churcli lias
been vouchisafcd to us. Wie hionor the
iiamies of these fathers. I inake no recitai

-of thi now; but they will be liad iii
everlasting reinenubrance. Tiîey labored,
.and ive have entored'into, their labors.
To thein, tinder God, we owve our prezent
hîappy position, our hopeful prospect.
TIhey have left ns indecd a goodly heri-
tage. Let us see to it thiat ive walk iii
*hieir footsteps, and ixaprove the heritage
-wvorthiy. God lias beenl very gond to us
in many wvays- inii îothimg lias his good-
mless to us been more inanifest timan iii his
,«oodniess to oui- coileges, those institutions
of Iearningr fromn whicli have -one forth
froni tinue t4o tinie moen fitted to occup)y
ainy position, 80omo of thexu .:ctually occu-

-~in the .very highiest places iii the field.
G-oid hath been inindfui of us and blessed
-us We are sure- that lie xviii bless us
stili. Thereforc willi we go on in the
.strengtli of the Lord Cod naking mention
ýof Ris righittousness ev'en of Ris onlyý
And ever as wve gyo be tiiis our prayer-
be Thou the God of their succeedinggen-
erations.

THE EDUCATIONAL WORK OF THE,
FREE OHUTRCH OF NOVA

SCOTIA.
.&DDRESS 0F REV. PRINCIPAL FORIIn5T,

AT TUIE CENTENARY 0F TRURO
PRESI3YTERY.

3'foderator, Ladies aUd, Gie,teneb:

D. D.

I feel highiy hotiored iii being, pernmitted
~to 'be present .and take part in the pro-
-ceeding othis evenimg. WVheni 1-eceived
your iniaion, I felb tlmat it would be
mors fit ting thiat soine oider-nian -should
occupy the place, and yet when, I read the
subject on -iuh I waa invited- to speak,
1 feit that thore, -was a masure of fitness

iii my saying a fow Nvords upion it this ove-
ng.Tesubject given to iii is "h

dctionai work- of the Free Chturch of
Nova Scotia and the lessons it lias for us."
I tinik 1 nuay dlaini to bce the nearest hoir
to the monem whio fotnded the Free Cliurcli
in this Province. The oitly nomnhor of
the first Free churcli Synod whose nantie
1 e still on the roll, is the Rev. Win. Dugf
of Lunetiburg. He came to this country
in the year 1842 and for forty years labour-
ed miost faithfully ii? the coummty of Lunezi-
burg ieaving the imprese of hie life work
upon the large county which was the field.
of lis labours. Were lie iii hie usual vig-
our 1 know lîow it -%vould deliglit Iiiuîn r
lie proserit here to-niglit amud take part ini
thie interestingy meetingr. Ofteii have I
heard imii speak of the praiseworthy
spirit of the old Presbytery of Truro, set-
ting an. examupie iii the matter of Union to
Antiburghiers on the one hiand, and Kirk-
moen on the other. Mr. Duff enjoyed tho
friendship of the late Dr. McCuiioch for a
fewv months, after hie arrir~al ini this counî-
try, and thoroughiy synipathized with his
Iviews on education, and the future of
Presbyterianisin in thie Province. No
one rejoiced more heartily thon lie did
iwhen in Pictou the 6mbs division in our
chutrcli %vas ended, and the first step tow-
ards complete union weas taken. Mr. Duif
1througli age and infirmiity, is umiable to bo
present, butt as his son-in-law 1 am liero to
Irepresent liimi. There mias ônly one eider
present at the meeting of Synod, when the
naie of the Free Churcli of Nova Scotia
ivas adopted. That eider proposed the
nainie. It wvas unanimnously adop)ted. The
eldtr wvas mny father the late Dr. Forrest.
The noble and devoted mail who intýo-'Iduced the overture for the establishmnentJof a collegye. and who for years pleaaddthe
causé* of imuiisterli edu.mtiu thiougllomit
the whoie- churcih, was the Rev. Jolin
Stewart of New Glasgow. He baptized
ill, and during nuy earlier years, I enjoy-
ed the ienefits of hie pastoral care and in-
struction. Ail of thmese muepl oved
the cause of the Lord Jeu C Ristad
were strongiy attacied, to the littie brnnch
of the church with whic'h they were so
ciosely connected. I esteenm it a higli
houer to bie permnitted to represelit themn
this evening and to say a few words-about
their stroug faith, burning meal, and zelfa
denying, labours.

It is pleaeing to note how fromn the first
Ievery brancli of the Presbytsrian Church


