M

THE COMMSROLAL.

ors through tho resttictions upon trade wiin our
noighbors to tho south. The counlry, we wore
told, is not prospering, immigration is being
kept out, those who aro here are beiug driven
to tho States, or ars belng imj.overished at
home, and o1 becauso of trado restrictions
atang our southern brundiry line  Vehtir
avion with the tepublic was predicted for the
near futute, as an csoape {rom all the illa which
now aflliot us. This may sound very woil to
ardent aymisties of the uurestrioted-recipocity-
commoercial union fad, but how doas it seund
alongside tho follywing remarks made by Gav
ornor Flower, of the gieat state of Now York,
in & speech at' Svracuse lately. Guvernor
Flower said :

‘‘In vecont years tho conditions of agricultur-
»l compotition have radically changad, and this
enormous body of cittzeus engagedn tilling the
80i} aro sufferin, the ovils of serious depression
in arkots ands prices  Our fairmers are poor
and disconted  Theiwr boys and girls are leav-
ing the farms for thetownsuand cities. Distcas
is everywhero too prevaleat. Fven the lowest
taxes of a geue:ativo, such as ont ataty has on-
Joyed duting tho last two years, bear heavily on
the farmer, avd, with the interest charues on
his mortgaged lands, cat up the small profit
there may be in his crops.”

What a bright picture this is of the condition
of tho farmers in the United States, Farmors
in Manitoba indsed labor under some disadvan-
tayes, artificial and otherwise, but they aro far
from being in the hopeless condition of the azri-
cultural population of the United Ststes, us
pictured by the governor of New York., Yet
tbe commercial unionists are going to give our
farmezs relicf by placing Canada under the
same conditions as the United States. To got
rid of our obnoxious protective tariff at home,
wo are told that we must have commercial
union with the States, which means that we
must accept the still more obnoxious tar-
iff of the republic. What a splendid argument
this is. Papers from the Ntates are fillod
with accounts of the mortgaged, impoverished
and genserally distressed condition ofjthe farmers
in that country, and yet some of our people
will tell us that Canadian farmers will at once
be made prosperous, happy and wealthy if we
can ~aly be induced to place ourselves under
the same conditions as rale in the republic, by
throwing ourselves comnmercially into the arms
of the Washington government. What rot
this is. The condition of the agricultural pop-
ulation in Canada we firmly believe is in-
finitely superior to that of the farmers of the
rapublic.

-Certainly we want a more liberal trade peliey
with the United States. Tue CoMMeRrc(AL has
always advocated the greatest freedom of trade
between the two countries, which can be secured
on a fair and reasonable basis. Canada, and
especially Manitoba, would be benefitted by a
wholesale removal of the restrictions which
now hamper trade with our neighbors to the
south. But what is the use of whining abeut
something we cannot get, The people of the
United States, or at least those in power at
Washington, are not yet prepared for greater
trade freedom with this country. They have
clearly shown this on every occasion.

L'he farmers of the Uaited States are suffer-
ing under many serious disadvautages, as a
roault of the trade policy of that country.

They have tho remody in their owa hands, but
if thoy are foolish enough not to uso it, then
thore {8 no holp for it. ‘The ridioulous thiay is,
that some in Canada will preach the dootiine,
that our f «emers a0 to bo made loh by placing
thomselves in the same hoat with the “do
preased, po e, .lise o'onted and dtetcessed

(wo yquote the New York (isvernur) farmersof
tho 1epublio.

SHUT IV WHEAT.

Those who had anything to do with the
wheat orop of last year in Manitoba, will .ave
had considerablo oxperionce with smut. Any-
thiog liko tho proportion of smutty whoat was
naver experionoed before here. It was impos.
sible 17 handle nay quantity of wheat without
getting moro or loss amatty stufl Last year's
crop was a dofective one all around, aod the
prevalence of smut was ouo of its worst charac-
toristics.

Profiting by the experienco of iast year, most
farmer s were wise onough to take tho pre-
caution to treat tholr sced whoat with blue
stone as a proventative of smut. Quitoa num
bor, however, acem t¢ havo beon foolish cnougl
to omit this oporation, and as a result, there ih
moro or less smutty wheat this year in some
sections. Thore will of course be nothing like
the same proportion of smutty wheat that there
was last, but there is sutlicfont to show that
there hasbeon considerablo carolessnoss. in spite
of the warnings of last yoar, In negleoting to
take tho simple and incxponsive precautions
necessary to prevent smut.

Sufficient proof has beon given to satisty the
most dogged porson that smut is proventable,
Its proscnoo now can bo sot down saloly as o
result of nogloot to take the usual precaution to
provent it. Here, howevor is an additional
proof that amut can bo effectually prevented.

A. Moore, of the Royal Dominion Mills, To-
routo, who recontly made a trip of inspsction
through Manitoba, said on his return. *I
drove over some fino flelds of wheat, amoug
them 2,300 acres on Sandison’s farm, Braundon,
which is one Ealf or more in the stook, not &
heavy crop, but a very nice one. All was ripo
and standiog, clear of weeds or smut, oxcoptin
100 acres, whioh is very smutty. Al his see
was soaked in bluestono oxcept that uaed tu the
100 acres of smutty wheat.”

This is anothor item added to the already
thoronghly convincing proofs that smut is
casily preventable. In the face of thase facts,
it is to be regretted that somo farmers will be a0
foolhardy as to neglect so simple and inexpen-
sive a remedy .

THE LADUGA WHEAT.

Not much has been heard of Ladogu wheat of
late. The latest item going the rounds of the
papers is to the offect that R. H. Skrine, of
Gronfell, who grew a quastity of Ladogn wheat
last year, and svent to England to sell it, has
obtained several shillings more per quarter
for it than the best whoats were then selling at,
The wheat was a very fino samplo in appear-
ance, aud this may have enabled Mr. Skrino to
obtain a'price so far in advance of other wheats,
This incident in connection with this whoat,
does not necessarily prove auythiog in regard
to the milling quality of Ladoga wheat {n gen.
eral. The wheat may havo been bought on
sample, a5 a wheat of oxtia fine appearance,
without any koowledge as Lo its milling quali-

ties. Little «r nothing can bo adduced from
the salo of Mr. Skiine's wheat, asto the general
milling valuo of the Ladoga varioty, though the
prico reslized undoubtedly proves that the
wheat appeaied to be a very fine sample

Wo would liko to seo the juostion as to the
milling  valuo of Lsdoga wore thorouyghly
sottlod. Tosts so fur have boen againat tho
wheat. Prof. Saundors, of the Dominion Ex-
porimontal farms, uadortook last spring to have
a test made, aud o car lot of Ladogs wheat was
procured and sont to Toronto for milling. No
account of this tost has yot beocn made, though
wo learo from privato sources that the yrain
did not show very woll ay n milling wheat.

Thero is no question s to the sarly ripsuing
of Ladoyga. Qa the M.iuitoba experimentl faim
this year it riponoed, and was harvested and out
of the way boforo tho other wheats were ready
to cut. This is a great point in its favor, as it
onables farmora to got on eaily with thei: ha
veat work, and they can handle it and have it
saved bofore their later orops aia veady. 1If the
milliog quality of the wheat is not enticoly bad
it wonld almot pay furmers who have soil suit-
ablo to this variety, to grow o limited quantity
of ladogn. on account of its early 1ipening
habit.

JUST A WORD OF CAUTION.

From statoments male in lotters received
from Eastern Canads, and from itoms sppeai«
ing in eustern papers, it appears that people
cast have altogether to exalted an idea of
Manitoba’s crop this year. ’eople east appear
to think that the outlook is wonderfully bright,
and they aro prepariog to push business in this
direction on the strength of these opinions.
Altogethor the opinion east seems to decidedly
over-tate our crop prospects and the busiuness
outlook here. Tur ComMErciAL therefore be-
linves that & word of caution is necessary. Ihe
Maritoba crop is not an enormous one. Itisa
good many bushels per acre short a3 compared
with the very Jarge crop last year, and tbresh-
ing returos show that the yield of wheat is not
up to the official eatimato of 22.7, as shuowa by
the August crop bulletin, which estimate, how-
ever, is only given as a vreliminary one. ln
some sections the crop is light, but the average
for the province is fairly good. Manitoba has
not therofore produced a remarkably large
wheat crop this year, but simply what may be
called a good crop on the average. In Assin-
iboin territory, west of Manitoba, the crop is
lighter than the average for Manitoba.

The quality of the wheat crop is ali around
very good, and infinitely superior to that of
last year. Altogether, the quantity and qual-
ity of the crop is auch, that with fair prices
ruling, this would prove = very profitable
year for Manitoba farmers, The difticulty,
however, comes in in the matter of prices,
At prescut wheat values, thero is ot
much in it for many of our farmers. It will
take a big yield of wheat to leave much margin
at present prices, and unless a change comes in
wheat values, our farmers will not have much
profit from their year’s work.

This is the way the macter should be viewed
by business men. Thore is no reason to be
alarmed over the outlook. Business men will

(Continued on page 49,)




