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QOn aocount of this being a short crop year,
there “will be very little wheat, evon of the
lowest quality, which will not be saleabls, and
conscquently shippers will have less risk in
handling poor stuff, On the contrary, had this
been a year of ahundant wheat crops for the
world gen----y, it would have beon a very
risky matter for dealors to undertako to handle
the poorer qualities of damaged grain. We
know for a fact, that the hoaviest losses in the
Manitoba grain trado, in past years, were made
through hundling damaged wheat. Dealers
who bought this stafl by the bushel in Mani.
toba, sold it by the ton for feed in tho east, at
a heavy loss. While it may be comparatively
safe to purchase very poor grain this ycar, in
ordinary years it is a risky matter to handle
avything badly damaged. This boing the case,
it is pecessary that dealors who undertake to
ship this class of grain, should work on & con.
sidorably wider margin than if they were hand.
ling choice qualities.

The millers are the largest grain buyers in

Manitoba, and they cortaiuly do not want
damaged wheat. A scarcity of choice wheat

would placo the millers at a great disadvantage.
The success of the milling industry in Muaitoba
is absolutely dependent upon the obtaining of
a supply of good wheat. Were tho total crop
iojured, so that tho millers would not be able
to obtain their requirements of good wheat,
they would be obliged to close their mills.
Sush anoccurrence wou'd be as great a calamity
to the millers as it would be to the farmers.
Our millers are obliged to compete in eastern
and foreign markets with the products of other
regions. Any advantage our milleis have over
their competitors, lies in the supply of choice
wheats convenient to their mills, So fur as
the millers are concerned (and the millers are
our largeat wheat buyers), it is therefore ridicu-
lous to talk abort damaged wheat beivg an
advantage to them. They want choice wheat,
and if this quality is scarcy, they wiil be obliged
to pay considerably more for it than if there
were an abundance of such quality The more
poor quality of wheat there is in auy year the
less choice wheat there will probably be, As
the local milling demand is for good qualities
only, the best wheata will, of course, sell at a
premium over poorer grain, even after allowing
for a difference in quality.

Our remarks two weeks ago, regarding the
milling value of frosted wheat, were not, of
course, intended to coply to all wheat showing
a trace of frost, but oniy o auch aa wonld grade
as “frosted” wheat. There will be considera-
ble wheat this year which will show more or
less trace of frost, but which will still be firat
class milling wheat, and which will not be
sufficiently injured as to grade *frosted.”

One exchange which has vigorously attacked
Ty CoMMERCIAL, brings up the old chestnut
of mixing wheat, and endeavors to show that
the farmers are cheated because the grain mea
improve the value of their pnrchases through
what is known as manipualatiog wheat.  Of
course grain men grade up their purchases,
sometimes addiog a higher quality, to bringa
car of wheat up to a certain grade, and some-
times reducing the quality, when it can stand

some reduction, wihout altering the grade.
It is nonserss, bowever, to say that this practice

is an injustico to the farmer. On the other
hand, the farmcr is often tho gainer theroby.
Auy advantage grain men g+in from wizing,
enablesthem to pay higher prices to the farmers.
If thoy can fucreaso the value of their purchases
by judicious mixing, they can naturally affoid
to pay more for the wheat. It isa well-known
fact, that wheat is often taken fron. farmers on
tho basis of a higher grade than it will come
up to. But even if tho farmers did not receive
a portion of tho profit gained from mixing, tho
custom could not be considered as an injustice
to him,

BINDER TWINE.

Last watk Tig CoyMERCIAL contained the
substancoe of a letter from Mr. Clark, editor of
an agricultural implement journal published at
Minneapohs, Minunesots, which gave some in-
formation regarding the price of binder twine
in that market, From this it was seen that the
price of twino in jobbing lots, to dealers, has
ranged in Mioueapolis from 53 to 12} cents, as
to quality. The Minneapolis journal referred
to, in its last issue, contaius several articles re-
hatiog to twine.  One article doals with what
is called prison twine. This twine costs the
farmer 9§ cents per pound, and is said to meas.
ure only 376 feet to the pound.  This “will be
ono of the low priced twines, but it is evideatly
an expensive twine to the consumer on account
of its short length to the pound.  The farmers
have bought it fiealy because it was cheap by
the pound, not taking into account its length
in feet per pound. A twine costing three cents
more, per pouad, and measuring 600 fcet per
pound, would be worth more than the nine cent
twice, providing the quality were suitable,
This Minnesota prison twine is made in the
state penitentiary, from native hemp, Farm
Imylements, the journal quoted, also speaks of
& twine, made from slough grass, which has
worked very successfully, iod another twine
made from straw.  This has reference to the
new inveation fcr binders manufactured by the
Walter A. Wood Company, for binding with
straw or grass, reference to which was made in
a recent issue of THE CoumuerciaL. The
Minneapolis journal says :—

A vecent teast was made of this class of twine
in a harvest field near Minneapolis, at which
the writer was present and saw the pew twine
dJo just the :ame kind of satisfactory binding c:
grain that is now being done all over with man:
illa, sisal, hemp and jate twines. The trial
took place on the farm of Isaac A. Christlieb,
some 18 miles west of this city, and was wit-
nessed by a number of farmers living in that
vicinity. Arriving on the grouad for the trial,
the only change made in the harvesting mach.
ine was to take off the binder and replace it
with one, the parts of the knotter of which are
made just enough larger so as to handle the
grass twine, There is no difference in the knot-
ter from the ore in common use, other than the
size of the parts which handle the twine in ty-
ing the koot. Thess parts are necessarily
larger, in order to use the larger twine. This
change being made, and the dram boliling the
ball of twine chauged for one somewhat larger,
the grass twine put in place, and the machine
was driven into the field and put to work, It
went right to work binding good, tight busdles
just the same as if the best manilla twine-had

eon used. Oue naturally expects more or less
stops to adjust this or that when using a new
thing, but in this case there wasno cccasion for

stops to adjust anything as fur as the twine was

concerned, It bound Huodle after bundle with-
out Any tronble whatover. A "laud” war cut
off from one side of the flold, and the machine
kept at work for some time, The machine is an
ordinary single apron wood harvestivg inachine.
Aftor tho machine had been working awhilo on
gmsa twino the twine drum was changed and a

all of aisal twine put in i, tho end tied to
the picoe of grass .twine still in the machine,
and tho next bundle was *iud with a band partly
of grass twine and partly with sisal twino as
shown by another illustration. The machine
then went on binding with sisal twino just as
succesafully as the binder in common use with
its kuotter parta of tho smaller and ordinary
size.  T'his is an important idea in connection
with the introduction of the grass twine It
being somewhat larger than other twines in
commom use requires & knotter with larger
parts, tut the knotter made with the larger

arts for grass twino proves to be just as gnod
or using the smaller twines as the o'd knotter
so that a farmer naving had his machioe fixed
for usiog ginss twine can still use any of the
smaller twines, just as successfully as he could
with his old knotter, thus enabling him to use
nay twine that is to bo had at a time when he
msay not be able to procure grass twine just
when ho wants it. Tho actusl size of grass
twine as measured from a sample in our office
is five thirty-seconds of an inch in thickness. It
is made of one single strand twisted-about tho
same a8 common binding twines aud wound by
a small cotton twine which is a littlo larger
than a coarse thread ; the cotton thread pisses
around tho grass twine in the opposite direc-
¢ion fiom the twist of the grass, and helps to
hold it firmly together and keep it smooth,
without permitting ends of gruss to stick out,
acd it is then a very smooth twine. It weighs
one pound to 230 to 275 feet and is put up in
spool ot roll shape as shown by another illustra.
tion. No spool is in the roll when sent out, but
it is found that this shape is best for this larger
twice instead of balls. The rolls requirea drum
11 inches in diameterand 14 inches deep, where
the drum holding balls of twine are 84 inches
in dinmeter, and 134 ifnches deep. The rolla
weigh 37§ pounds.  The advantage to the far-
mer in the use of grass twine js its cheapness,
To fully illustrate this we have prepered the
following table, showing the cost per pound,
and the number of feet to the povnd :

Kind of Feet to Retall price

Twine., pound. perldb.
Minnesota Prison ,.o. ceeeennn oas 378 Qjcents
Pure Manfils ...oveeene veo 85) 14 w
Pure Sisal ..... ... 8OO 10 o
No. 1 Jute ... . 500 2 u
Grass Twing .ccovviveeiicnnene ounss 250 24w

The directors of the Bauk of Ottawa have
called a special meeting of the shareholders for
the 20th of September, to consider a by.law
giving the board power to issue $500,000 addi-
tjonal stock. This will make the capital of the
bank $1,500,000. In the event of the by.law
being passed the board propose to allot the
whole amount of the new stock among the
shareholders at the time of the allotment ; but
only to call for payment of the new ‘shares as
funds are needed for the bavk’s business, It is
satisfactory to know that the action of the dir-
ectors is prompted by the steady and gencral
increase of the bank’s business, and nowhere
has the growth of the bank been mote notice-
able than at the Winnipeg and Keewatin
branches, .

Wheat harvesting was about finished all over
the state of Minnesota, early last weak, Frost
has damaged garden truck seriously in some lo-
calities and corn has besn injured badly in
north and cential counties. Slight damage by
frost and cold in southern counties, where two
weeks of warm weather is required to mature
corn,



