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warmih to the welcome you are prcparad ta give him. Nothin)g WaUld bie
more agreeable than to, have a visit.or at WVhite Trowers."

"4Mitiam is in one of hier dark nîoa to-day," Stella rcmarked, going
near tbe window to hiell Lydia srnooîli ou, the damp tangle of wood tIowcrs.
Il0f course we .erc very happy here, and Uncle Harcourt is always kind.
You muBtn't mnd what Mollie says ; the fact is, she bas taken a ttemendous
dislike to0 the new secretary, who ie comniug te night, and 1 don'î tbink she'l
ever get orer il."

I hardly know lîw shc cin dislike a mnan shc bas neyer seen," ILydia
zeplied in thc saino UDnoved voice; <' and as hie happons t, bce the soi) of
one of papa's dearest friends, there cannot be niuch said aRainet him. I hope
Mollie will inot make any of those strange speeches before Dora ; it would bc
painful if the chiid caughit thcmn up and repeated thbcm in the presence of
Mir. Lyndoch. ]ly the way, hoe will bc here ini lime for dinuer," she added,
without glancing up from lier flawers, Iland 1 was ta tell you ta, bc sure 10
niake yourseives look as neat as possible bcforc appearing at table."

IlAnd ta behave liko good cbildren ?" Minantl said, with a littlc riocking
laugh. "lThanks, 1 %vili take the hint, and, in honor of Mr. Lyndoch's
arrivaI, 1 will dress for dinzner r'

Soinething in Mîriam's clcar, vibrating toues made tydia lift lier liead,
and for the first limne the thoughit that Miriam, was beautiful flashed int lier
brain, as il bail often flashed int the mind of Miriam's sister.

Perliaps it was only the warmîh of the suniset gloiv pouring in througbi
the open window, which gave such a bewildering radiance tg the girl's face.
The frownr ivas gone fromn the fincly marked brows, and benaah, lier cycs
shone like deep> iclls of living ligbt-disdainful, imperiaus, tiunîphant.

IlI don't think yoti necd zakc Vite trouble, Mollie, ilhere's Dot rnuch
chance of your being noticed," Lydia observed, bending caimly over hier
work, after that onc quick glance int Miriam's face. I csides, our dresses
are ail more or leas alikc. What could you wear better than the one you
have on? 1 ou speak as grandly as if you tueant to appear in a Court-train
and diamontIs 1 l'in afraid your imagination will hava to, do a lot for you
to*nigbî, Nlollie."

IlWc slhall sec," Miriarn said, a samile flitting over lier velvcty îips, as
she gazcd outward at tht glowing sky. IlMr. Lyndoch miust understand
that Il at Icasi, arint o1 b c considered as. a school-gir], and 1 shahl show
him at once how utuerly impoesible it ivill Uc for him over t0 treat mie vwiîh
the autbority of a master."

Shortly aiter this Miriarn lcft the roora, uni' for the next hialf bour she
7as engagcd in scarching a great iron clasped casc for some fitting garment
in i wich to array herself for the cvening's 1,rcscntation.

The trunk Uclosnged ta bier mother, %Yho, since the first year of hier nar-
rnage, had livcd abroad with lier husband, Colonel Denavon.

M iiand Stclla bail both been boru ini Jndia ; but tbe cliinîate biac so ia.un
tbrcatened 10 underrnine their hcalth, aud, although the separatimi cost bier
many bitîcr tears, Mrs. Denavon liad been utgcd to, scna bier two littie girls
to England, to bc broughî up in lier brather's house. thc homec whichi had
been lier on n until she Icîr if, as tht bride of Frank 1)enavon, and whcrc slîe
knew the huit ones would bc tendcriy welcomcd by Sir Ilarcourt.NMelville
and his you-.g ivife.

Shortly afier their arrivai the glooni of a great sorrov Id
1 ovcr W'hite

Towers. Lidy MINelville vas dead, and whilc Sir Harcourt niourncd his
iwife's loss lie scarcely Iiccded tht cxisiancc of the children bcnôlth his roof,
the cldest of wbouu waa bis niccc, Miriam, the youngcst, a ycar-old baby,
hit Dora.

Tht news %vas a terrible shock to, Coloncl Dcnavon and bis ii, und
they ait once offéred t0 rclicve Sic Ua;rcourt of the charge of tlicir cbildren ;
but bis reply, bricfly ivordcd, had bcn te the eft-t!ct thuat lie wished ilhc lisil
girls flot to bc separated.

41Lydis is of an oge to understand thc los., shc lias sustsincd," bis answcr
ran,"I and wcrc she dcprived of the compinionsbilà of lier cousins she w-ould
havc no ailier consolation, bier hittle sister bting, as yci, toa yoting
t.> take any part in ier daily lueé. 1 thcefefr bcg y0u 10 lct your childrcn
rernaîn with mine, and 1 wvill sec that tbey are well cared for and cducated
as you would desite."

Perhapis Miriam's mind wandercd back to that long.ago period-ta tbc
parents of whom she had so tende: a trcmbrance, as shc turned over the
contcnts oI the litge trurik-boxes cf quaintly set jewcls, and gowns oI ricb
satin ovcr wbich thcsc antique ornamncnts bac] once Uccu warn
8 I 'Sant-. of these must have bclonged ta aur great, great granidul'ithrs,"
Mirian tbought, as she bent to admire îhc rich ivory tints of the fohlctd
satin.

IllHow dclightful t0 wcar such loively things ! 1 must lry thcin ail on
hirtsently, and sec which will fil me besi."

Shc migbt bc trcated as a child, but she would no langer act as one,
Mliriara tld benoîtf, whezi, ltr on, shut aiviy in lier own rooni, she ariaycd
lierself ini a shiinuîering robe in the time of %lhe French Em%pire; then, as
she caugbt siglit of herself ini the glass, ahe gave a litile triumphant laugh,
aud ta completiclber toilette faatcnced a fille%, of pearIs ;iiiid the waving cols
of 1 tr sali, dusky bain.

CIIAPTER Il. "n.

The gong soucidcd for dinncr, and Stcill knacked impîaticntly upan the
door cf àiiriam's mont.

IMake hastc, Mlollie," sbc aic], pîiîting lier lips; t the kcyholo that lier
words might flot bc heard dowr3tairs ; Il he is berc, and 1 bave scen bum
alrezdy. You bac] bttter not corne down ]aie-hc lonks droadtully sererc."
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