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TWO SONNETS.
I -~ NOON.

All earth’s at reat on thin delighitsotio dny,

Behind mo orchards blush, and at my feet,
Suzncmely faie, the valley lies, aud sweat

With breathfnl blostom, ™ Flushied and tired at play,
A wandering child, his ringlots toseed astray

In sungilt masres, cradled from tho hieat,

Sleeps in tho sheltering grass,  From his retreat

A Dlithful bolwlink flutes his roundelay.

A pamsing cloudliet shiadows o'er the grass

Its wavering image, as a gentlo breese

Nuflles the tree tops.  Whistling /s they pass,
Smart ploughtnen, eager for tlnc?r hour of case,
DPresa hameward,  Now i its great hush of pence
Noon holds vy soul, and dims oven nem ry's glass.

IT - DARK DAYS.

Earth's sweetent sounds to-day are out of tune,
T'he robin’s noto that a short while ago

Echoed this heait's own mnusic freta we so,

I would, instead of songful, leuty June,

"T'were dull and drear November. Ah! Liow roon
Soure haud defaces with it« touch of woo

Our fairest pictures, and yet not to know
Grim-visaged sorrow, is it such a boon?

For seldom does tho trucst wisdomn dwell
Whero this guest euters not,  Wo need grief's acourge
And sting =the rod of Him who knoweth well
How beat upon a broader height to urgo
His stumbling sheep. Deac Cliviet, if "tis Thy way
We'll gladly walk in dark as in the day.

St. Evrawne.

M. I W,

|For THE critio. |
LETTERS TO A COUNTRY FRIEND.

Decar Friend,—What a comparatively poor, inadoquate, unsatisfactory
substitute for the living, sympathetic presence is the very best letter ever
wiitton ! This is what I 8aid to myself whon I had finished roading your
welcowo cpistle, which camo to me yestorday, yet it is excoptionally interest.
ing nnd attractive, your lotters are always interesting and attractive.

Well, tho livivg sywpathetic presence is of the past, the very pleasant
lang syne. Let us make tho most and best of tho epistolary substitutes,
Y. ur vivid word pictures of country hfo and scenes fill mo with longings
tl.at I had imagined to bo desd. Wa are here, bowever, and consistency, if
vothing olso, demands that wo romsio here.

That romance in resl lifet Ah! I felt sure that you would be anxioua
to knuw moro of 1, and 1 shall not give you any pretext for skimming
Lglily over tho interveming paragraphs, of really more important though
less interesting matter, but will at once proceed with what you would read
first, wherever placed.

The facts, as I give thers to you, I gleaned partly from the gossip of an
old lady, whose mother came out with Lord Coruwallis in 1748, partly from
old letters fournd among my grandfather's papers, and partly from the lips of
tho heto of my tale.

Two families had for centuries owned and occupied adjoining farms in
cne of the most beautiful districts of Kent. DBotwosn the two families the
nm:ost amicable relations had alivays been maintained. Occasionally tha
londs of mutual friendship had been drawn more closely and strengthened
Ly inter-marriage. At last trouble bad come, as such troubles will como
wherever poor human nature 1s concerned. A grevious wrong was done and
suffered, resulting in bitter hatred, that spread like a foul contagion from
1wo hearts that had loved, until it infected overy member of both fawilies.

Simultsneously, it would seein, both families decided that living in mutuil
hatred and close proximity would hie unendurable, and that the only remedy
wenld be to sell out thoe old ancestral home and move away somewhers,
anywhere, as fate or providecce wight dircct. Just then came the loyal
offer of a freo passago to, and twelve manths’ maintenance at, the naval and
military station which it was proposed to ostablish on tha shores of old
Chebucto, and both lamilies decided to tako advantage of tho offer, which
they regarded as a special inter-position of over-ruling Providence.

Both fomilies were assigued to the transport * Brothethood.” Ob, the
bitter irony of it}

Iinagine thé con:ternation, the chagrin, when theso people, who had
sserificed so much to get away from cach other, met on shipboard, dvomed
tv spend weeka togethier within such nazrow limits |

A storm at sea, the probsbility that all would bs lost, brought about
wutual reconciliation, and harmony was restored between the familias.

The hero and heroino of our little romance, whom wo have so frequently
wet 1 our walk, aro direct descendants of these families, and, besides, tho
father of the youug lady and tho mother of the young man are thu only
living representatives as far as known. In wy next I may give you another
shust chapter if you are sufficiently interested to desiro it.

1 thipk, 2s you do, that there must be much less of acrimonious politicsl
party feeling iz Hants County than elsewhere in this Province. This is
duc perhaps to the fact that the county papers, which largely dircet or
wfluenco public opinion, feching and action,aro strictly non-partizan in their
political utterances.

Why should it bo otberwiso avywhere ?

t i an uttorly absurd and untenable position, that our side only has the
good of tho country at heart; thal our eide is distinguished by all the
politicsl virtues, the other side by all the political vices.

1 beliove that tho uuion of these British American colonies was almost a
political neceseity, that it was wisely conceived, was consummated in a
slatesmanitke manver, and has, under 2 wiso and patriotic udministration,
resulted beaeficially for the Dominion at large.

B
.
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