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Thoeaitor ofTHE <'UITIC is respilnsible for the viewB oiproosed in Editorial Notes and
Atticles.and (or such only: but tihe eilit<r is tint ta bo tmnlerstol as ettJorsing the senti-
monts expressed in tihe articles contributed ta this journal. Our readerg aire capabile of
approving or disapproving of nny part of an article or contents ai tihe paper; anmd ater
zarciaingdue care as to witat la tu sîspeoar ini aur columius we alisai Icave tihe rest ta timeir

mtelllgemt judlzment.

EITOIOAL NOIES.

We begin fa to-day's issue af TuE CRrTic a short story by a gentleman of
rnarkcd Z. bility, whio has for somte time past been rerident in Halifax. The lit-
tde tale is clearly and brightly written and wiIl forcibly remind i ts readers of
the pleasant and olten pathetic little military romances of IlJohn Strange
WinterY"

The Earl or, as bie mnust now be called, the Duke af Fife, deserves credit
for bis consideration in declining ta receive wedding presents tramn bis
tenanity. These demnonstrauions are often a severe tax an persons wbo can fill
affordta mitke prescrits, and tht Dukes action may possibly prove the
initiative oaagencral change ai fashion in this regard. Itniust havecc-
curred ta many that the wvedding presenit tax has of late years assumed alarm-
Ing proportions, and miust afien prove a beavy impost, wvhiIe il is nat
unfrequ.eatly whispered that numbers of wedding guests are sonietimes
invieted wanth an express view ta the contributions accrufng.

The French Chaniber af Deputies bas been prorogued. It appoars ta
bave outlived any utility it may have possessed and tht respect supposcd ta
be due ta a legisiative body, for its laBt days werc marked by riotous and
discreditablo scenes which added ta the disrcpute int whieh it had fallea.
A generai cîcciion is lookcd forward tn in the fail, and il ivill thcn bc scen
if there is any strength left in. Boulangerismn. If trouble shauld arise witb
England oui af the Frencb cncroacbmnents in Newfoundland and the hostile
attitude of France ivith regard ta Egyptian affars, fi may yet be an the
cards that she niay carne to look upon the redaubtable Gencral as a possible
staff wheceon ta lean.

Accouais are very frccjuent in the Daily Press ai the riotons canduct af
the soldicrs of the Dukc af %Vllingtan's Regimcnt, and it is ta bc feared
tbat corps, thaugb fa splendid drill order, is not altogether sa Wall behaved
otherwise as it aiight bc. Tho tritc old adage, hawevcr, that there are two
&ides tu every question holds gaod bette also. TheTe bas always been a
section of the people of Halifax who onicrtain a violent animosity ta the
regulars, and cageniy seize or even mûrekoapportunities of collision. We
were tald, not imany days ago, by a gcntlem:tn ai unqiiestinnable reliability
that bce had recently heard a rough say ta bis corrirade loalers-"« Let's gt t

upafght with the soldiers." And this was by no nisans the farst lime he
baildhçard the sanie sort af thfng.

like tour butter.rnaking our fish.cuting often (ails far short of perfeetion,
and Canadian fisi is frequently unabl± ta coiupele successfully in the
European markets. The Minister af Marine and ]?isheries bas therefore
taken a siep likely ta prove af great benefit ta aur great fishing industries
in arrainging for a special investigation inta the mast approved nnethods of
curing and drying fishi in vague in Europe. We hope the investigation wll
be thoraugli and the report spcedy.

Complai ais have neached us ai the settirg ai seyeraI silmon nets across the
Shubenacadie River betwecn Milford and Elmsdaie. which cornpletely pre.
vent the salmnon fnam getting up ihe streani. IL is iutinated tlat fxshwardens
are soinetimes disposed ta ovade their plain duty in such cases by the fear
ai petty revenge on the part ai oflenders. This tendency is indeed far too
prevalent ini Nîova Scotia, and fi is perlîaps only by the appointment af very
rcsolute persans ta the duty af enforcing the laws that the evil can be met
and overcome.

WVe are indebted ta the St. John Gazette for the following kindly and
nppreciative notice-.-" The success of the HalifaX CRITIc proves that a goad
independent weekly will prosper in the 'Maritime Provinces. The CRITIO
bas w~on uts present position because ai the intelligence which, it brings ta
the dicussion ai all public mattere, and also in consequence ai the atten-
lion it gives ta the induistrial interests of the 'Maritime Provinces. It would
be better for Nova Scotia if it had more papiers possessed of the same spirit
that Tus CRI-rio displays."

A gigantic schcmoe is an foot, and is ta b.e submitted ta Congress at its
nexi session, ta create a company ta acquirte the cuntrol af the leading
railways af the continent, including the C. P. R: This contrai is sought
in the interests of Boston. If titis shou.d corne ta pass it would, as is well
abserved by a contcniporary, be a cruel ayakening ta Canadians fromt tht
dreani thiat at ill cvcnts, ifi hey lave spent millions on Il, they were in
prns'Pcssion ai a great national liighway forming an important link in rtet
chain binding the Empire together the wvonld aver. And the worst ai it fs
that it is not apparent that Canada would be able ta put a veto on sucli a
transaction, while the antecedents af ',%r. Van Hiorne tend but tao much
probability ta his giving his nid to fi. The truth ai the aboya report is
doubted.

\MTt have read wfth mucb pleasure aud entirely concur in the sentiments
exprcssedl in a leading article in the Chrwit7dde last Saturday. Our endeavar
bas ever been ta point out the wo-se than uslessmess of the continual
ascriptian ai unworthy motives ta political opponenti. Vie, for aour part,
decline ta believe that cither the Dominion Government on the one hand,
or the Provincial Government of Nova Scotia on the ailier, are the Ilswin-
diers, ignoranluses or fools" they tira toc often respectively called. We
believe thmi both are ia tht main actuated by higher motives. The abuse
gocs far beyond what is merited by their generat courses ai action. It is
anly rcasonablo ta suppose tint if their course ai action wcre really such as
fs so continually ascnîbed îa theni, there wotild soon be a change. IMare-
over the tirades indulgedl ia art! aut ai aIl proportion ta the importance ai
the inierests fnvolved. The Ohronicle's plea for ai le2st a truce has also
this advantage, that even a temporary cessation frani exaggeraied invective
might break the habit, and when real party warfare should demand the
nesumption ai their weapons, tht partisans niigbt possibly reaew the fight
fn a higher spirit ai courtesy and forbearance.

The Aineriean Bureau of Staistiu. bas lately published a report an the
production and consumuption ai spirits and malt liquors, whfch shows an
enarmous increase in their use in the United States, and demonstrates the
exceedingly favorable position among nations held by Canada froni a
tenmperance point of vic.v. In the former, tht average consumptian per
head af malt liquors in gZallons actually inereased frorn 1.36 ta 12.40
betwecn the years i840 and î838. The consumption per capita in different
counitries is given as follows, the figures dcnoting gallons:-

Cauntries Spirits. IVines. irait.
United States ........................... i 2S 0.59 12.48
United Kingdam........................ .98 0.38 32.88
Germany...................... ........ 0 ... ..c 24.99
France .................................. 1.24 d6.74
Denmark.............. .... ............ 4 23 ......
Canada ................................. o84 o.10 3.so

These fi-tires show cnnclusively how unnccessary is fanatical insistance
on arbitrary encraciments tending ta wcakcac pensonal nesponsibility, and to
cripple the fecedom of action which is the birthright of every citizen of a
fret country.


