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THE CRITIC,.

opportunity for his wifo to see Lim in Columbus, and he ropeated the order
to the Marshal to convey him to gool at ones,

Thus ends oue of the saddest chapters of ambling, linked with erime,
in the present centusy ; bt the strange and erimin | infatnation that t kes
hold of men who ones Ligto the intuxicating cup of Megitimste wpeenlntion
is unaccountnble  Thete wan Harper, worth over n willion dollare in his
own right, the man-zitg direetor of the foremost Innk of Ohio, reeeiving s
handsowe income and mavried to one of Cinciunali's fairost danghters, with
o fine promiring hoy a8 hia heir, and yot, with all the happiness that a prince
need crave for, wo find this mad gambler risking it all on n teckless and
criminal speculativo throw, with other people’s money as well nx hia own.
Ho threw and lost, and in that headlovg fall which swiftly followed was
butied his namo and chaiactor for ever. T'o his heautiful and dovoted wifo
and prowising boy we hopo the world will bo kind W also trust that
Harper's fute will be o warning to others who are amenablo to the wreck and
tuin which Turk within the gambling apirit of the age.”

The Intercolonial railway continues to be run as a government work.,
and, it is clgimed, at aloss. Tho proposition that war alleged last winter
to bavo been mado to sell it tu a wealthy Germnn svndiesta has not hem
carried out, though it is stated that negutistions looking to that end are not
as yot concluded. If the Germau ayndicate ~hows that it is able nnd
willing to go earnestly 1o work to doevelup the vast iron and other mineml
rocources of the northern and ca-lern purtions of this provinee, and of
Now Bruvswick, its proposals, il not such a~ to entaii loss to the
country, might bo ecntertained, provided olso that the Goverument
refain guaranters against oppressive freight and pussongor mates,  We are
influenced in this view of tho matter, by the fact that the usefulness of the
Intorcolonial a8 a government railway, will be pactically brouaht to an end
by the completion of the Short Line Railway, which ovent ia oxpected to
occur early noxt spring  Tho 1. C. R. eannot then kheep the field ns a
competitor for the ordinary freight and passenger traffic, and must depond
mainly on local business, the development of which it turn deponds on the
enerpy with which the great winoml, agricultural, and other resources with
which the section of country through which it passes abounds. 1n conuee-
tion with this railway wo recall with matification the fact that alut a vear
ago Tux Criric becamo convineed that there was much less rolling «tuck in
possession of the railway than the roquiroments of the public demandel,
and mentioned tho fuct. The superintendent deniod that this was true, but
on our insisting that we were well iuformed, an enyuiry was instituted, with
the resull that $300,000 worth of now rolling stock was orderad to L at
once procured. In this instance Tur Critie renduid good and disintor-
csted eorvice to the public. 1t feels suflicioutly rowarded in having
benefited tho communily.

Aprapos of railway business in this city, it is Jdaily hecoming more and
wore necassary that very much larger termini accummudations ~hould T
provided at the ecarliest moment. The proposition that tho government
purchase tho block of 1and and buildings thereon bounded by North, Loch-
wan, Cornwallis sud Upper Water Streels for ruilway purposes, seetns to hang
fire. Wo are freo {5 oxpress onr opinion that this is a mistake on the past
of the Minister of Rnilways. 'I'ho rapid increase of freight coming to Halifax
for shipment to aud from Lurepe, and the growth of our inter-provineial
trade should bo promptly mot by the 1ailway department with generous
accommodations ip ¢ho way of warehousus, rails, ete. 1 this trade continues
to increaso nt the p esent rate, evon the block spuken of will soon prove too
swmall to'facilitato tho movemont of goods as the public has n right te expect
and demand, aud further extension will become necossary in either a
southorly or a westerly direction. Tho number of steamers arriving, either
to dischargoe or recoivo fieight, is growing at a rapid ratio, and ample
cccommodations must bo provided at once. Negleet of tho business
necessities of Halifax must resull in this progressive age in shunting the
handling trade that is now being attracted hero to other poits, and it will
be extremely difficult to bring it back if we once loso it.

A good deal of troublo has beon caused in the line of lighting the
streets, through the attempt of the Gas Company to roc pture the
contract, and to obstruct others who tendered for tho work. This attempt
was aided— doubtless unconsciously—by the Board of Works, in failing to
take a decided stand, and the city was unlighted for soveral weeke. At
last tho new contractors have gob matiers struightencd out, and sre putting
in satisfactory work,

Tho Nova Scotia ‘Pelepbune Company has becotne o reality durivg the
past year, and is rapidly makivg its conucctious with all parts of the
province. It promises not only to greally facilitate the' trausaction of
business in dillerent parts of Nova Scotis, but also to make handsome
roturns to its sharcholders.

It is, of course, impossible tu ssy, wvntil sumething is kunown of the
results (if any) of the fishery negotiation: whether auy settloment is, or is
not, as far oft’ a5 ever. Tho positious th.t both countries occupy aro—to
say the loast—undignified. Cauada, with somewhat of the disposition of a
Shylock, requires hor * gunce of flesk,” and, resting on the literal ronder-
ing of a treaty mow growing old, is not altogothor clear of the imputativn of
disregarding tho courtesy Jewanded by the comity of civilized vations, and
the rights of peuceful maighburs. On the vilier band, the United States
plainly declures that it will not sulmit to the pretentious claims of a
*““colony,” and insiels that vosscls buarjuy the ¢ gridiron” shall receive the
sawo kindly und friendly ticatment in Cauadian ports that they do in say
Chineso waters.  The growing feeling of irritativn led W the appoiutisent
of an infernationsl commirsivn, which Las held several formal meetings in
Washington. But, as it has heen distiuctly apnounced that no imimation
of the nature of its de'iborations will be nade umil thoy are concluded,
thore is no safe grounds for the surmises indulged in by the press of ecither
political party. There is, however, 8 very provalent imprecsion that the

American diplomatiata have provad uavielding, snd that {f an agreemont ia
10 be, it can oniy ho by Canada abating her claima ** undor the tiesty,” and
making concessiona to the apirit of modarn intoruationnl ideas of comity
‘0 justice.  Moanwhile, it is intereating to note that if the Ameriom eatch
of mackerel hug huen phenomenally smnll this year, that fact has not in any
verceptiblo degreo increased ours. We biava had more vessalr and more
men, with the hest and Iateat applintices ab our commnud, emploved in
tho fisheries than ovar hafore, but tho result has not heou such ns we were
inducod to believo that it would he, If wo have, au tho Americans contend,
neted tho part of the “dog in the manger,” our action caunot be said to
have, so far, proved n *couspicucus sucerzs ® ‘Tho Commission has
adjournod to meel again on Suturday weok, but wo aro not sanguine thit
any practicil results will he ronchod. The Amoricius ¢ want tha enath,”
nnd the water ns well, and aro strang in their halief that patient persistenco
nnd uncompromising eolf-negortion will sccuro both, as far as this continont
aund its rurroundinga nre conceroadl.

President Clevelnnd, in hin annual messazo to Congross, stronglv advo-
¢ited such a modifiention of tho tiriff, ac to almost amount to an advocacy
of froe trade.  This has alarmed the larze majority of the nation. who aro
firmlv wedded tothe iden of ** Amarica for Americans, and no concessions
to fureignors,” and is not at all unlikely to secure tho defeat of his partv at
the polls next Nuvembhor.  Moeanwhile, any ruvcommendations that ha or his
cabinot way make will very prohably bo viewed with stroug suspicion by
Congress, and, especiallv so, any suggestions lookiug townrds hotter rolations
with Canada.  Altha th, s wo have, gut on so far well enough without
iutimnte trade conuections with out southern neighbors, it cannot be
donied that, with tho expausion of our tride, and the devalopment of our
natural regources, wo should bo all the Letter for langer possiblo outlots. Tt
should bo tho wim of our governmont to supply us with these 1o any way
not incotnpatiblo with our honor ns a people.

In civie mattora the yorr has Leen eomowhat unsati-factorv. A wood
Mayor and Council worc olected, and they have displayed unurual asidnity
iu attention to busiuess, hut their efforts have boen to au largs extent
neutilized by the action of irresponsible pirtivs, who have occupied the
timo of meetinga by complrints and potitions, to which tho Council felt
ubliged to lend an ear, though wdividually its membera ust have fult aud
kuown that 1o sense of reason guided the memorialists.

The iron tarifi was largely incroasod at tha late anesion of the Dominion
Parlimuert, which was hold. last spring. “This increwse was groated with
unanimous disapprovsl from pewous in the trade of all shades of political
ojanion, and by the indepoud-nt purtion of the pross. ‘Lho vosule was, that
an Ordor-in-Couneil was issued susponding tho aperation of the new tarift
as respeets irow, steol, and cognato waterialy, till the ond of the fiscal vaar,
This gave importers who had ordered their stocks bofore the change a chauce
10 cyutaze Ltheir calculations with the realitive.  Since then, tho Council has
beon engagad in ¢ tinkering "’ with tho turiff, and nuatly overy Guzetls
anvvunces some changes, so that impotters aro kept in a state of uncarmioty
as tu what rate they will have to pay ou their goods when they como to
hand. ‘T'his uncertainty does not stimulito enterprise,

However, despite the idiosyncracios of tho various governmeuts (*tuo
numerous to mention”) by which wo have the happiness snd privilege of
being ruled, this City and Proviuce aro iu a prosperous state, and wo are
jutified jv indulging in the brightest anticipadons for the successful busi-
uoss ovents of tho incoming yoar.

THLE WEEK.

As is natural whon the year draws tuwards its oud, business assumes &
yuicter aspect, but in Halifax a fair movement has transpired for tho geason.
No change worthy of note has occarred in the leading staply lines, and
prices have remnined on the whole, statiouary. Payments gonerally are
well met, and fow complaints ou that ground are made.

Tho following are the arsiguments and husiness changes in this Province
during the past week :—Murray & McMillan, victuallors, Now Glusgow,
dissolved, Eirnest Murray continues and liquidates; McLwau & Gillis,
grocers, Antigomish, dissolved, R. L. McLean continues and liquidates ;
Benjamin & Marks, Brookfiold, dirsolved, Robt Benjunin cuntinues ; Hill
& O'Brien, livery, Halifax, dissolved, Feank Hill contivues, Mulgrave
Woollen Mill Co, manufacturers, Upper Stewiacke, windivg up business;
Stephon Illsley, gsnoral store, Berwick, about retiring frowm business ; W,
Matheson, general storo, Thomson, assigued to 0. C. Cummings,

Dy Goows,- Trade in this line has taled guiet, except in some lines of
holiday goods, Travellers are mostly at home, and will not start out wgain
till about tho sccond week in the new year. ‘The stocks. to bo carried over
will not be oxcessive. Lvorythiug is in good trim for the oponing seasou.

Inox, Hanpwart axp MrTars —A fair trado hae beeu done in iron and
hardwaroe, aud prices have a firm tone. Glasgows warmuts are cabled at 42s.
0d, Chili copper bars at £80 7s. Gd., and tin at .£166.,

Bresvsturrs.—Flour has been yaiet snd steady, with prices unchanged.
The demand is light, and confiued to small lots, Beerbohim's .able says :—
“ Cargoes uff’ coast—wheat, fitm ; corn, nothing offerivg. Cargues on passago
and for prompt shipmoent—wheat held steadily ; corn, dull.  Liverpool sput
wheat, firer , do. do. corn, strong. Wheat and flour in 1aris, firm. Livor-
pool stondurd California wheat, includivg club white, 6s. Gd. to Gs. 0d.;
wised wmaic, 4s. 113d.; Canadiau poas, 9s. G3d."  Thore has bueu a stronger
fecling in the Chicago wheat warket, and pricos have shghtly advanced.
Quotations are 77Z¢. for January ; 783¢c. for Fobruary ; 8tfc. May. Corn
hus Leon firm ab 48¢c. January ; 494c. February, and 51fe. May. Osts havo
been unchanged, aud stand at 30jc. January and Fobruary, and 32c. May.
Thoe New York sheat market was stronger,

Provisions.~Oring to the lato unfavorable westhor for packing, packers




