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# Now, about Clem's picture I don't think thore can he any doubt what.
over,” said the gonorous-hoeartort little man, ‘¢ Thoy must he doits, indeed,
if thoy reject that. It's far aud away tho best thizg Clom’s dono yot. ‘That
boy sir, hias a great carcer bofore him.”

« From n painter’s point of viow, I preaumo youmean 1" said Mr. Fildew,
with a suoor,

# Precisaly s0.  I'rom o paintor’s point of view. Whal other point of
viow could you expect mo to take?” ) .

« No othor, I suppose. Chacun & son meétier.  But the worde, ¢ a groat
carcory’ hardly nssociate themsolves in my mind with anything achivved by
means of o brush und o paint-pot.”

« A mint-pot, indeed ! Let mo toll you, sir—but ygn are only chafiing
we, Mr. 1. ldew, only trying to sob my Welsh bloud boiling, that von may
have & quiet laugh at mo in your aleeve.  But, juking apart, s, you ought
really to havo a look at Clent's picture.  1t's there on the othor easel.  Shadl
1lift tho cover for you?”

« Nt todday, thank you, Macer. Ui not i the vein.  How is it pos
sible for a man to have any proper apprecintion of the fine arts who hasa’t
asout in the world to bless himsgolf with 1"

«1f I might venteur to ofler, Mr. Fildew—" s1isl Macer, doubtfully.
Ho knew something of his visitor’s queer moods and suddon spurts of tompor
aud shook in hisshoos as ha made thoe ofier.

s Just what I was comingto. You're a good fellow, Macer,” responded
Mr. Fildew, with much affability. Tony folt immeonsely rolieved.  The
truth is, I just looked in toseo whethor Clom had a spare halfsovereign
about him ; I've run rather shost, ns most of us do at short times.”

“If you are in a hurry, Mr. Fildew, and you will allow mo—"" said
Macer, as ho oponed his pursoe.

“Thanks. Yes, I am in a hurry, and you can sottle with Clem, you
know ;" and so the half-suveroign was quiotly transforred to Mr. Fildew’s

ot )
pocb Any message for Clem, Mr. Fildow 3"

«“No, I think not, Maces. You may just tell him that his mother seoms
alittle more cheerful and in less pain yesterday and to-day. But, really, J
don't wish you to burden your memory with such a trifle.”

“It won't scem a triflo to Clem. I could not tell him anything that
would pleaso him botter.” ]

#Hum?! Notoveu the news thatthe Academy had accopted his picturs?”’
asked Mr. Fildow, dryly.

# Not oven to hear that would afford him the pleasuro he would derive
from knowing that his mother wgs really better.”

 Ah, yes, Clem's a gzood boyi\ model son in every way. Macor looked
up quickly, but Mr. Tildesw, with his glass in his oye, was apparently con-

- templating a cobwob in a far cornor of the room. *But I must go now,”
he added, as ho turned on his heel. ¢ Don’t forget to ask Clem .for the
balf-sovereign ; and if neithor of you should be so fortunate as to have your
picture hung by the Academy, I hopo you won't go and hang yourselves in-
stead.” And, with one of his peculiar smiles, and a cwib nod of the head ;
he left the 100m.

“Poor Clem! Whatu pity Providence didn’t provide him with a
differcnt kind of father,” said Tony Macer, as ho turned to his work again.
@ Emad ! If the fellow were worth ten thousand a year, ho could hardly give

himself moro airs.”
> CHAPTER IL
’ AT THE BROWN BEAR.

The Brown Bear, tho tavern usually patronized by Mr. Fildew of an
evening, was situato in a quiet street no great distance from Bloomsbury
Square. It was onoe of the few taverns dating from & by-gono goneiation
that had escaped tho hands of tho modern innovator. It could buast no
plaie-glass windows lighted up with a scoro of gas-jets. There wag plenty
of old 1nahogany, black with age, to bo seen inside the bar, but there was no
mirrors and no gilding ; neither was their any lavish ‘display of colored
glass or artificial shrubs. You wont down one step from tho streot into the
lar, the floor of which was sprinkled with sand, as in the days when George
the Third wasking. A huge oakon beam supported the ceiling. On a top-
most shelf stood a couplo of immenso punch-bowls backed by some flagous
of sntique design, and below them were soveral bottles of Schiedam and
other liquors that had been riponing for a dozen years. Thero was an air
of sombre substantiality about the wholo place. i

Behind tho bar was the * coffec-room,"” so called.  Straight-backed, rush-
bottomed chairs occupied threo sides of 1t, in front of which wero ranged
four or five oblong tables, black with ageand much polishing. At the
tpperend of tho room was an elaborately carved arm-chair,where the president
orchairman for the ovening took his scat, opposite which stood a brass box
contzining tobaceo, the lid of which flow open as often as a half-penny was
dropped throngh an orifice at the opposite end. A fow smoke-dried prints on
cosching and sporting subjects,and three or four pipe-racks,decorated the walls

Tho general public wero not allowed to invade this sanctum ; for them
thero was another room at tho opposite end of the bar.  Tho coflce-r *m was
st apart and kept sacred for a certain et of regular customers, ana such
privale fricnds as thoy might chooso to bring with them from timo to time,
who, year in and yoar out, made & point of spending their ovonings at tho
Lrown Bear.  Somo thero wero who put in an appearancoalmost overy night,
sme of then showed up only two or three times a weok, but they wero all
known to cach otherand to tho landlord, tho frecomasonry of good-fellowship,
or what passed among them as such, being the onc Mand that kept thom
gether,  Soveral of thom wore swall tradesmen of the acighborhood, two
oz threo wero connected witlt the law, a fow of them wore men whoso work
in this world was over, and who wore ckoing out tho rumainder of their days
on soro small ponsion or private moans of theirown.
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