Aenit 13, 1875.)

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

177

CORRESPONDENCE,

The Editor docs not holid himself responsible for
{ndividual expressions of opinfon {1 communt.
cations address to the VOLUNTHER REVIEW

Hauwrax, April, 1875,
o the Editor of the Voryxtser Revisw.
Dear Sir,—~Your correspondent ** Fixed
Bayonels,” in a letter to your valued paper
of 23rd March, would like toreceive answers
to several questions rolating to Drill, as laid
down in Fiold Exercise, 1874.  With your
permission, I «ill endeavour Lo furnish him
with tho requisite informution, although if
he had studied with more attention, the
Ficld Exercise, 1874, and Queen's Regula-
tions, 1873, he might have spared humeelf
tho trouble of asking. It must bo under-
stood that tho former does not give all the
information contained in the lattor. “There
{ore, if Fixed Biyonets will turn to Sec. 3,
paragraph 13, Queen’s Regulationg, e wil
find the answer to his first question. Ia his
second question, while volunteering the in-
formation that a Serjeant-Major is not an
officer, ho askswhen tnat individusl diaws
his sword. The answer will be found in part
VI, sec. 12, page 327, Field Exercise, 1874,
In answer to his third question. ‘The reason
why arms are not shouldered in this case,
is explained in thae first paragraph contained
in that section,so there is no omission either
accidental or intentional. In lis fourth
question, he either forgets ordoes not know,
that now there are no officers holding the
rank of ensign, consequently the colours are
euried by lioutenants.  His filth question
ax to tho post of the Sergeant-Mujor. The
colour party being in the centre of the line,
the Sergesnt Maujor’s place is inrear of the
centrealigned with the supernumerary rank.
So that waen the regiment parades without
colours, (as is oflen the case for drill) his post
will-be in rear of the right guide and mnrker
of the lelt centre company. Likewise, in
column of companies, or double companics,
in rear of the fifth file from the directing
fank, and in fours,at the head of the column.
Fixed Bsyonets shows his utter ignorance
of tho Queen’s Regulations, when he asks
bis sixth queastion, as, to whom the cegi-
mental colour is to be Juwered. I will
merely rofer bim to Sec. 3, paragesph 4.

Qaeen’s Regulations, 1873, In his remarks
asto distanca hetsseen ranks with trailed
arws ; 1t does not require a very great know
ledge of arithmetic to settle that knotty
question.  When ordered to trail on tho
mareh, the rear rank will step short two
paces, consequently the distance hetween
ranks 18 increased eighteen inches. which
will be regained on the word Halt. Iosays
truly enough tho ranks will bo forty eight
inches apart, but ho seems to think the
12t rank mus? move up that distance. 1
=ill ask him hotv that isto be dose, unless
tha frant rank 1s moved out of the way ? By
lis idea the rear rank would thus occupy
the place of the front rank. Let him refer
to part I sec. 37, or part lI, General Rules
JLF. E. Hoping theso answeras will prove
s¥ifactory to Fixed Bayonets.
T remain, youss truly,
Toxriox,

The Winpften Libel Suit.

Now that the full details of tho Wimpifen
itbel suit havo como over, including are-
suwe of the evidence, the importance of the
resull is easy to estimate.  Thero 18 little
doubt but that the decision of the court

-and especially the character of tha testimony

wilt prove cre Jong to be the best curds that
Lavo been deait to the Bomparte dynasty
tn e game of Empires sinco the disastrous

‘hand on which they thraw up that gawe at

Sedan. We can ull remember the cry of
exuhation from Germany, the wail of des-
pair from vcance, after tho fatal day which
left the name of Napoleon covered with dis-
aster and humiliating ridicule. The Sun of
Austarlitz becamea byword for contompt,
and none wns found to reverence the fallen
monarch, whose Sphinx liko silence had
filled Burops with awe, ouly a few short
years heforo- And yet, smid tho taunts
snd jeera of all his enemices, a few men were
found, both in England and Awmericn, .0
respect the manly frankuess with which the
fallen emperor took upon himself the wholo
blame of the disaster at Sedan, and to own
that it raised him above the mingled con:
tompt and rage with which his enemies, and
especially those most virulent of all, the
French Red Republicans, regarded him. OF
all enemins in the world, none have ever
proved so thoroughly and unscrupulously
malignant as theso same ¢ Reds™ towards
the whole dynasty of Bonaparte since Sedun.
While the French in general have always
been, and still are, proud of the wemory of
the First Naj. leon, proud of his campsigns,
the most masterly in Europe sinco tho timo
of Frederick the Great, the Reds have occu®
picd their time since 1871 mainly in trying
to influence public opinion sgainst the two
Napoleons, Political pamphlet and speech,
pirtisan history, and partisan  pamphiles
under the guise ot novel, hexded Ly the
Alsatinns  Erckmann-Chatrain, and followel
by shoals of imitstors, have fuoded the
world with words, followed by more words
to pruve that the French republicans were
guants in intellect and angels in puety, aud
that hoth the Napeleons were equally un-
scrupulous and contemptible thieres and
charlitung, totally deverd of any mental
onergy, save intha direction of kleptonmnia,
Espectilly on the devoted head of Napule -n
{11, were poured the vials of wrath for the
surrender of Sedun, which they imputed
sololy to him. Public opinion inthe United
States was against hins, and the opinion was
common thet General Wimpflen, who was in
command at the timo of the surrender, was
sxcrzficed, by being brought in when it was
100 late, only toshare in a disaster made
inevitabla Ly others.

Now at lagt tho testimony has come out,
where it cannot bo cavilled vt or objected
to, ns sworn cvidenco in 8 court of justice.
Books on both sides have been wnitten, bud
books aro ahways unsatisfactory things, as
they are necessarily ono sided. A tialin
court, where both sides have their say,
generally accomylishes tho end sought for,
tho publication of the truth. Ia ilus case
it 1s the moro reliable, because Lrought out
by tho cfforts of Wimplfen himsell, tho
champion and martyr of tho Reds, aud
spite of all us efforts it has proved ruinous
to his awa reputation and a great mitigation
to tho responsibility of Napoleon Hf. for
tho Sedan disaster.

The testimony given by Generals Ducrot,
Douay, Lebrun, Pajo), and Gallifet, all sum-
moted Ly Wimpll' 2, and commanding un-~
der him ot Sedan, and of other officers. of
lower grade, present at tho surreoder, was

unanimous. All coufivred the statewents
published somo timeo since by General Du-
crot, in a baok answering ono from Wimpf-
fen, and it is & matter of remark that the
book was soon forgotten and attracted lite
tla attention, tendiug 1o show the assential
weakness of the book method of controe
versy, whilo to-duy the world has gonerally
tnade up its mind on the Wimpff:n subject
and rendered its verdict in accordance with
that of the court, Itappearsthat Wimpf-
feu arrived at the front on the 30th of
August, when MacMabion was still present,
with an order making i second in com-
izand, that he kept that orderin liis pocket
and did not report his urrival till next day,
the 31st, siill without presenting the order,
83 things looke{ serious and ho wished to
avoid any responeibility. That he remain®
ed at headquarters till next day, Sept lst,
when MacMahon was wounded at6a m
and Duerot assumed tho command at 6:30
a.m. ‘That Ducrot ordered s retreat, which
began at T a. m, he seeing that Sedan was
uantenable and ultimate capturo cettain.
That General Lebrun was scot 10 occupy
the platesu of Hly, “and that Ducrot bad
resolved to sacrifico the ‘l'welfth Corps to
save the Army, and sccure a retreat, That
Lebrun drove the Prussians with such vigor
that he geemed to be geining gfound., That
then, at 9 a. m., after two hours’ fighting,
Wimpftfen, thinking a victory possible, re:
hieved Ducrot, took command. stapped the
votreat and the movewent towards Illy, in
spite of Ducrot's protesis, and ordered all
the troops 1o the fronr ‘It i3 not a roe
treat we want, but a victory,' ho said, “\VWe
aro going to drivo tho Germaps inte the
Meuse,’’ Ducrot’s reply was siwople : * Pro*
vided they do not drive us there. Ino an
hour you will haye no chanco even for ro-
traxt” ‘T'ne Germaus hnd then stopped
tiring. They weore flankig.  Wimplien
would not believe Daciot. 1ill 1 p. m, he
waited, 1mgining the battle was his own,
Atl p.om., the Germans had surrounded
him, the battle reopencd and a1l was loat.
the rout ensued. and the Emperor took
the rosponsivitity of raising the white flag,
atter 15,000 wien had been staughtered. Then
Wimptien riished to the Emperor wnd eaid
he had fost shie battle becauso bis officers
would not obey his orders. Then Ducrot
spuke: **It was because they obeyed
your orders too well. But for your pre-
sumption 1n stopjung the retreat we should
lave suved most of tho Army, and at lesst
avoided a capitulanon.” \Vimpffen then
offered s resignation. Tho Emperor re-
fused 1t le bad clained the command
hoping the fame of a victory, he must ac.
cept the sesponsibility of defeat,

The verdict of the jury that ho was re-
sponable for the surrender will be accepted
as curriect on tho facts ag attested by 50
oy sworn witnedses, 1ho responsibility
of the previous movements his already
been fully accepted by MacMahon, und the
hiaaty judgment which piled everythingon
the stoulders of Napoleon 1II bids fawr o
Le reversed, at least for this crowniog dis-
aster. The moro the history of the Franco®
Prussian war 1s examined without passion or
prejudice, the stronger beconies the convig®
uon thit a grest deal of injustico has been
done to tho unfortunate French. In our
blind adumiirativa of success, we have been
wonl toundervalue the difficulties that be-
set them from thie Leginoing of the war, and
w attribute 10 a seati superantural skill on
ono side, and a fancied dogeneracy on the
otlier, «Yonis really due to the simple supe:
viority of c¢noimous pumbers, cxercised
without serious blunders..—damy and Nacy
Journal. -~



