9)

littlo water, may lo in shoal water along the
sivp clinnnels, thus rendering an approach
of tho decp «raught iron-clads impossiblo.
But, wo now proposo to go into the doep
water brith our light deauglit-dow veasols
It neods: no damonstration to show thata
bald, entarprising commandece of o boavlly
armored ship, iwith his superioc nimnber of
men, mny board and. capturo theso low
decked vossols ‘unless protoctod by ,the
seck scrapers, tho ¢longatod sholls syhich.
may boistantly exploded swhenever requir
cd. ltisquito ttue that the decls scrapers
nre of Jittle utility in monitors with laming
ted mumor 3¢ sinoo theao vessols might ba dis-
j 0sed of by - their -antagonists, by & few well
dirccted riflo shot -t .convenient range, us,
domonstrated by Lo wlle practico at Liny
spong; - .

s Our' roaders who aro familiv with the
subject .0ro nware that 'Caplain, Lugssoun's
defongevof the monitor system, published
in this- and leading Buropenn j menals, bas
been baged on the, wssumplion. that, the
turret plnating, as well as the side armor, is
composod.of solud plates, \We are not aware
that -nny«successinl demonstration lins yet
been publighed disproving hia proposition
tt, for lightdedughy, no ovhor form of
iton clad- o compete with the monitqr.
We need searcelyrentind. our resders that
zoveral ttiortherny Kuropopn: pewera carly
adoptertnthie moniton’ system: but the
signifioant fact dem:nils special attention,
that the German Empire, with the hight of
experienco and in the faco of all oljjections
raised,is now building monitors for ita coast
defencei In view of the foregaing facts
tho country, no doubt, oxpects Lo be iv
formed of the causes whioh have oparated
to induco:the Navy Dopagtment to abandon
the monitor systen:so Jfar as to deem it
unnecassary .to substituto solid plating for
the inefficient: laminated armor. Wo huve
no reason to suppose: that.Congress.would
have refused .40 grant ap-appropriation
necessary to procure solid armor, i informed
that without it-we are- unable to maks any
defence against oven n aveaic enetny posses
ging iron oladvships.andr-modern rifled ord
nanco. Unfortunately our: opponents - un.
derstond the mattor perfectiy well; they
know that the lLieavy tan jpch.Armsirong
1ifles of ‘the Ardpiles, .at- shart. range, con
sond ithewr pointed picjectiles iv at.ono.gide.
and néhrly: out at the other of . ourdaminag,
ted turrots. At long range, the. penetra-
tion- Will:'be sufficiently decp to sirew the
turret flooring wilh fragments of .braken,
boults aud platese.as showniby. cmploying
modertte charges:during the.Swedish-tar-,
got prisotice befora referred. {0, Low

We strongly rocommend {he Ssoretary of,
tho Nuvy to ask Congress .ogain for.an ap-
propriation {6 : put «our -best...monitors . iy,
orderj stdting spacifically that..it-is for thp.
purposeof- covaring them with salid axmor.
Thdt €ongress is willing to. perfect- theso
vessels wro ifer ifrom a rocent.grany of§50,.
O mérelp-for prpatented plan (Wilmart's)
of reising thostorrets by hydraulic pressare
—more particuiariy.hs the. plan,wis.of ques
tiogAblé' utility, ibhaving. been domonstra-
ted by dompetent.-judges i0sbp Inqkeonly
imperfeot, ;but dangbrous; on: ¢he- ground
thatany. defegtthe: smallest: leak: for- in
stance; gf theshydeauho appsrptus, wogld,
rarider it - ithpAssiblo [to: furn.the lurpet.
$500,000’ wonld prdbably. gupply deck acaa-
pers:far tlgischolefleet of monitors,
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4, willer "in Yo cutrent numboer of Nara
Science ‘Mentions 45 one of the prinplpal
means of harbour defenco in thiz-country
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Arctillory.”  Now tho fact 1s, that a3 mat.
tors stand at preeent we shonld, in theevont
of war and a fhraatenpd invqeion,linve com-
paratively fow' Loyal Artillery neailabld to
man our goasp Latterias, and it is undenia-
blg thal we should Thave to trifst mainly to
the Militia, ol Volunteor cdr‘)d for what
moy Lo cq]]c& the garrison artillery defonto
of thocanntry. For it mustbo remembered
.that in tie eveni of n Eurapout war, o largo
exten force of Royal Gmrigen Artillery
would proluably bo reqursd for Maltn nnd
Gibrallge, and  poscibly for  somo other
foreign stations, Ihen the Ficlland lorso
Aculicry Latlofus nt home wonld havo to bo
pud 00 i war esfablishment, which would b6
done by fliing up the horse from the field,
aud the fiel] flom the ganison batteries.
Aoraayar it is by no menns improbable tlint
ong ur wore uew fiv' 1 artilleey brigades
would b paised, an L (his wbild ocdasion
a further drath ol thé nrrqu; branch of
the ragimenl. Acedingd (§ d:réebnt fetary,
tho gartison artiflery ‘f8tco i the Tmited
Kingdom consists of 8350 Royal Artitlery,
13,650 Militia" Arjillery, and 34 000 Volans
teor Artillery.  From these figurcd and fro
what hus previously been stated, it i édsy
.o see, thatin tho event of war, wo should
havo very fow coast *Ybatteries mnuned by
tho Royal Autillery”: andit is thereforo
abrious that the Lurden of tho work wonld
fall upon the Milita and Volunteer Artil-
lery.  This circunstanco groatly enhances
the importanco of omr auxiliary ortillery—
that is to say, relalively to the rogulirs, this
auxiliary nrtillery occapies nmoré’ impor-
tant place in our wilitary systemy than tho
suxilingy fufantyy, ‘becausd in tho event of
war, tho Fuumer will havo o act wioro inde.
pendently of the regulars thin the latter.
Such a conswderation should prempt the
authorities to encourngo vplunteer artitlery
carps in every possible manher, and it ghionld’
also stimulate tho members thowmselves to
attun 1 Ligh standard of eflicioncy, when
thoy reflect that 1f their services ayo over
required fr (hé Jefence of tho country,
they will not- liko the rifles—bé Lrigaded
with regulars,but thoy will probubly be call.
ed upon to man some fort entirely by them-
solves, And,it need hardly be said,that there
is no brauch of the Servico in which Volun.
(teers can becomo sp thoroughly cflicient as

duties iuvolve on the wholo the indindaal’
exercise of,n larger amount of iutelligenéo
than infaulrp work reaurés. As regards
this qualilication, Vyhmieers, Leing' taken
from n higher social clasa are undeniably
.Buperior us a hody lo the regulnrs; and;

moreover, a3 aglllgry excvcices do not des
Jmand . tho * wooﬁcl,:xy\ whil! tigitity and

absojuta silenge eufojeel af”company or
~hatfplion drill’ thay are 1éLs’ irkuoine to
JGivilians, and, therefore,” 8ften mord cheek-
Sfully and. satislactoryy acquived. In view of
..thp very important ‘part whicli ' it thus ap-
.pqax:, ;.he \’olnlume:..m-u'ng;mulsténlay u';'
the defence, gf the country, it might Le wel
Jor {hem Lo"%& cORt ntg'd ‘Xn”ilh \.h%’ sphers of
duty -abovo indicited, anl- noteim: at dis~
tiaguishing themsolvosdn ficld battery,work -
-4, branch whicksupop. theshole, it pe
betser o leavg ontively to tho Royal Arlil-
tJory,  As e poidted ot if oud'Téma¥ks onr
the Volunteers Tdst «8bIE,  thbrebisia’ gredt
yprohability ofi. theso waluable troops-(the
-voluateep nrtilinty)bging,greally. augmentod,
ora very long by, the conyersion of the riflo
svolunteers of our 'nid.ﬂlfinhd districl$ ‘inté
arfillaty, "~ g ‘goontr"a movenfentof. this
roft takes ’pluco‘kelon'hnebukly the-moro .
offeativawill thefaitillery bowhon the bom~.
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Tur foregoiug from Broad Ariew shows
that the opinion with respocts to the auxil-
fary fore g is undergoing a rapid elyinge v
England.  [lis not over two years sjuce Nir
Hors Gnrant recommiended-that volunfeer
artillery should Lo suppressod,mnd,gavo whot
was then called good mililaty roasons which
woro ondorsed by military orgens for the
mengure.  Wo -havo alwnys bntortained
groat contempt for opinions ndvanced in
fuvour of mero specialilics, and cati only
say that at tho time wa thought the galjsut
‘General wis altogother swayed by tho
narrowest of profesional idiosynorasids fnns-
much as tho fraining of.an diiclent artillery
man demanded in tbe rgeruit more than tho
ordinary intelligoncato bio found in he rank
afid file of ad army, and' that the voluntoer
forco supplicd what " wis wn'nting‘!h’ thet
particutar abuudantly. Fron tho gang inken
by our contemporary it is evident ihat this
fact Jina een nt Jast recognized, and that
tho diflicult problem of prbviding sufficlont

-gunriers  for homo defence. is . nbout’
being solved in a perfeclly naturyf
as woll as national manner and (hat

the volunteer force of Grost Britain-will fur.
nish tho vast mnss of the army of antionat
defenco, leaving lq (‘l;c regnlar forces alono
the duly of foreigu-secvice. . In any fulure
contest it-is evident that the services ol a
much larger body (in propoftion to the
wholo force) of artillary {ban thig hithérto
assigned to army corps must be.ewmploged,

and it woull bo wisdom to sat. about
training  those men in  time—~more-

ofer actions in the field will ba foughit with
¢ gung of positions'’ and not with Light field
pieces in the mancouvring of which much
moro cwalty drill is reguisita than special
affillery krowledge—whérees ¢ guns .of
potition” require all tho training 't the
highest at that of a gp ial arm of the
service. T .

If wo do not groatly ere the introduction
of the *“Aoncricfl System .of Mounting
Qrdpanco” will 30 far revolajionizo field ar-
tillery that there will o 1wo. batteuies, af
gung of position to ono of field artiilery so
called, and as the mnhwuvring of lreavy
.guns requiro tiaining as wcli_ as intellizenco .
the Volunteer Qrganization ‘nt Yowe,, pod
abroad is the proper modo hy-avhichia force

peculiarly adapted for artillery scrvize can
" ! I '

A L
We are indebted to Lt. Gol. MoPusuuov,
of tho Militin Department, for n copy-of- tito
Jast publistied “ Arm§, List,)? Dac)"Sth, 1373,
it 4 T - n-.: oo
" " Asporml des,atoh to the Luly Telearah
‘froim 'St Petersburg: says wh nrtiole in-the.
1tchty botwiden Rudsia'arid Bokhirt, shofivh
lng, Zlavery, js ‘Ghrceily, duo fUIRY, exer.
‘tions;of.. Secrotany, Schuygler,and, all;me:n-
Vors ofitlis~Amarican Legitinnia S Peters-
bmg." Ve Wiy gntn g
The Tnanginl condittorn B Tl is Bo-

‘coming, still Tore unsattied. Tho tradés afe
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