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Tae United States cavalry uniform islquite
comfortable, no doubt. But thereis as lit-
tle doubt that it is by a1l odds the most com-
pletely hideous under the sun,

- Especially is this the case with the pres-
entregulation hat. Without its brasswork,
inthe simplicity of its native felt, itis a
stecple-crowned reminiscence of Praise God
Barebone and the Rump Parliament, any-
thing but martial and heroic. Cocked up
atone side, with its shabby-looking brass
-ornaments, and one little mangy featber, it
reminds one of a broken-down brigand.
Apything more bideons was never put on o
soldier’s head,

Iremember well, that when my first old
regiment was mounted and sent to the front,
the road was strewn for miles twith ¢ that
d—4a old hat,” as our men called it,
thrown away as soon as our parade days
were over. Afterwards for a couple of years,
theré was no sort.of regularity in head
coverings. A dress parade of one of our
regients reminded one of Donnybrook

Fair, as regards hats. Every sort of
battered old tile was used and the effect
was ludicrous. But when Gen. Sheridan
took command, by a general order he com-
pelled the adoption of -the forage cap, and
after that there was no trouble. True, the
regulation forage cap, as issued, was even
more worthless than the hat, in point of
make. But the sutlers sold very nice little
ceps of similar pattern, and nine-tenths of
the men preferred paying two dollars for o
decent and serviceable cap, to drawing one
atsixty ¢ ats, literally worthless,

Army caps ought to be made of cloth
alore.  Tho visor of lecther is only a nuis-
auce. The red fez of tho Zousve is the
most comfortable and convenient of any.
Allthe contractors of the world cannot
make it stifft and-ungainly.. The kepi,.on
the other hand, as.we use it, is s miserably
} poor cap, which the first shower puts out of
-2hape, and ruins for good, on account of the

leather and pasteboard.

decidedly recommend oneof these patterns:
tho fez with its tassel, or a cap of the same
kind as tho ordinary Astrachan skating cap,
something like the old turban or ¥ pork-pie
hat " ladies used to wear.

Both ave comf{ortable. They can be used
to sleep in. They are jaunty and soldier-
Yike. If ornamer "ed with lace, orin different
colors, they are vory handsome. Aad last-
ly, the rain will net spoil them, and the con-
tractors cannot make them ugly. A diskof
cloth, with a broad band at right angles
to its edge, iz the fudamental principlo of
both, and there need be no paste-board in
them, to warp in rain and sunshine.

When we come to the rest of the cavalry
uniform, we find but little modification ne-
cessary. The uniform jacket is hidcous
simply from the yellow Jace. Strip that off,
cut down the collar to oke half the height,
and you have & neat, simple uniform.. the
service uniform of the cavalry corps under
Sheridan was all that could be desired for
work. Under a general order tho men wore
only the flannel blouso instead of the dress
jacket, and their looks were decidedly im-
provad thereby. This was well enough.
But by experienco the men learned one
thing, that trausers are not the things tor
cavalrymen, cspecially in winter. Almost
without exception they purchased jack-
boots, and found themselves vastly benefit-
ed by the chango. In the cavalry of the
future the lesson should nou be lost.

After careful comparison of cavalry uni-
forms in all parts of the world, the one that
strikes the eye as best adapated for wurk
all weathers is a modification of tho Hunga-
rian hussar dress.

The light breeches and Hessian boots are
tho very things for ridmng. They give the
legs o grasp on the horse impossible 1n
looso trousers. In muddy weather thero is
no bedragged cloth to hang about the feet
and ankles. They are equally good for dis-
mounted fighting in brushwood. The dol-
man need not of necessity be tight, and the
hanging jacketis an aexcrescence. A Spencer
cut into the form, neither tight nor loose,
reaching to the saddle, and barred across
the breast, is an. equally colmmon form of
the dress, and the fur cap is not bigh or
cumbersome,

We are decidedly of opinion that the
spencer, with tight brecches,and boots and
2 light cap, is 8s good a.uniform for real
bard work as can bo mado, Everything s
‘close, and nothing is left to fly awav here
and there. With regard .to the color, I sup
pose we shall have to stick to the dark and
light, blue; butif jthere isa color not now

_ For the cavalry of the fature we should

in use whioh ix good for active zervice, it is

gray. An unfortunate projudice will no
doubt exist against it for many years yot in
the United States, on account of it having
been the uniform of therebellion ; butsince
it hes beon adopted as the militia dress in
many States of tl.e Union, we hope thal the
prejudico will die away.  Apart from the as-
sociations, it is an excellént color. It has.
the great advantage of being unlijco any
nther national unifurm. Qur present dress
is nothing but a copy of the Sardinian in
enloss, and the sooner it is changed tho bet-
ter. Gray possesses the quality of invisibil-
ity in action, amostvaluable one. Our ovn
mer. will oftel. remetnber the ghostly gray
lines of the reYel infuntry in the battle fields

of the past, «ad how diffeult it was to catch
sight of them. And with regard to preju-
dice, if our cuemy has a good thing ia his

posses..on, and we can use it, we are foolish

to let prejuwlice interfere with our benefit.

The disadvantage of gray is that it gets
dingy and shabby soon. But thir “bjection
is’remedied by timming it with* .. Any
uniform of a single color gets sh. .oy whon
the color fades. It is the contrast of trim-
mings thu makes an old uniform look re
<pectahlo to the last. Gray or bluish gray
bavred with tlack makes a neat and very
handsome uniform. Its effect, as geen in
the New York Militia, in several of its regi-
nments, is very soldierly, neat, and handsome.
Any uniform barred across the breast has a
very fine effect, and as such are generally
double-breasted, another item is gained in
cowfort and warmth. A soldier’s coat ought
1o be double-Lressted. It lasts longer, looks
better, and keeps the placo warm that most
needs it, his chest.

As for matoral of clothes, thero is but ons
article in a cavalryman's dress that neesds
special mention, 1.¢., lus trousers or breeches
whichever they be. Cloth very soon wears
out under the incessant bumping of a cav
alry solblier. A pair of ordinary trousers
gones in three weeks, and the reinforce cloth
will not save & par over two months. ‘The
reinforce, to be of any goold, must be ef les-
ther, as in European cavaley. A single paic
of trousors witl then last a year and look
decent, where three are now insuficient.

The sooner tho government discards trou-
sers and adopts tight breeches for cavalry
use, tho better. Jockeys, hunters, and
grooms, all those ihose avocations lead
them among horses and who desire a'firm
seat swear breeches and boots. The cavalry
should do the same. The material ought to
bo bucksk:n, if possible; but as.thatis far
100 expensive for privato soldiors’ use,.its
common sabstityte, corduroy, or moleskin,
is equally good in 1ts way., A still cheaper



