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THE SABBATH.

o dey of rist and giadnose,
0 day of j0y and light,

0 balai of cure and ladeui,
Most beautifel, nioi brigist

(oc tilc the hlgh atîd lowly,
ileforo tho tersa Throïir,

Bstng rîoulî, HI lOne.

On thce, ai tie creation.
Tho Itght firi lied ite birth;

On thion for aur salvation
CIriat rose tromu depths cf esmlii;

On thon aur Inrd violoriaus
Thxo Spirit sont trom hoaven;

And titus ce theo mcii glonlous
à triple light was given.

Thon art a eoolleg Maritain
le 1ife'. dry drcary eand;

Frein thon, liko Piogah's mouentain,
WVe vtew Our promnise.! land

* dey cf oweet refciion,
A d ayof boly love,

A day cf resurrcîion
Frotu canlh te tiigs above.

To day con wcary nationes
The hoavenly Marna faite,

Ta hciy cinvocatiýni
The oliver trumnpet cile.

Whcre Gospci.llRght io glowing
ýV'uth purs, andi radiant beaie,

And living water flowing
with coui.rcfreubieg etreamue.

DR. JOHN WATSON ON PREACHING.
Io? Usa Rewitt.

Dr. Johin %Vatsan bas so rerentiy given ta te world his
ideas on l>reachuing in bis Vale Ixctures ibat aine migbît
suppose be lias little frirther to say au the subject. As if
in response ta santie ai the criticisnis on thiat course as Weil
as on sorte ai bis aiber recent publications lit: lias lîowever
just given an additional, contributioni ai great value and stil
grenter interest as indicating bis own position. At a con-
ference iii Sion College be rend a pipur on "«The Positive
Note in Pre!aciiing.' lie declires tîtat modern jrcaching
lias very largely lost the positive note, that while in aur
fatbc?'s day *lhe preaclier was sure ai cvcrytliiiig. the modern
occupant ai the pulpit sceîis not ta bc sure of ayhing.
The anc tcndency is ai course a tiatural revul'ion frot the
othur, but il lias gone aitogether too far. The l)reachcr
ougbt ta bc pDsitive for be is chiefly a prophet witii a
message fronti God ta the worid. lie may have lus doubt.s,,
but if doubts caine on lîin, ]et bita face, figlit, master theni
iii secret aîîd stand before Men with tînciouded face. 'rte
dynamic oi ane ni believing wiîlî ail bis licart is inicaicul-
able. Doubt cati bc got atiywbere ; iaiîlî ouglît ta bu-
suppiied by tue pulpit. The preaclier must catch the
accent of tlietpastle. ««We helieve and are sure." %Ve
mîust tike care, liowever, tîtat lie is positive about the riglit
îlîings and iii the right spirit. lere lie distinguislies betweeti
tFc lacis ai Christiaîity wliich constitute Religion, and the
thîcories wbiclî arc Thealagy. Amoiig the positive facis lie
enumerates, ReMeatioti, the l)eity oi Christ, P cdenmption by
tue Sacrifice ai Christ, tîte grace of the Holy GliaSt, the lire
ta came wiîlî umoral distinctions. Atîiang tbeories lie %vould
place Inspiration, tlîe Keuob;s, Substitutionî, Sji,irc uf thse
%Vîll, Eternal Pulisbnient , ai.d tl.csc ttheorits lie tiriks
shouid bceadvanced wiîlî diffidctîce. In drawing the uine ai
Ibis point probabily mobt E% angt-licalb %%ou.d hi dspuse)sd to
diffu- iromn Dr. W'atson, and tvdj.d j.iac'.. ctcroal pià ikâsbniuit
c.g. amongst recaitd facts, )tt tiire is a great truzli under-
lying lits position. Tlîe church lias always asserted the
fact ai Inspiration for exanîple, leut il lias nie,.r formuiatcd
any îhcory ai inspiration. It lias asserttd aloîîg wiîli the
Apostie Paul tue vicarions cliaracter ai tie sufTerings ai
Christ, but il bas neyer bcen abîle ta fornîulaîe ariy canipiete
theory ai tie Atonement. llraczicaily every wibe prenciier
draws a broad uine betwveeîi facts and tiiennies. The formier
bic proclainîs as a lieraid; the latter hie stiggesls on]iy as lîelis
to show the reasonabieîîcss ai the facts for doubting mnids.
As regards the facts Dr. WVatson wouti have thie pireacher
speak wiîb the uitmosî confidenice. rhey miay ihîiîk thai
ii tbey are positive they will viend santie oi tiîcir licarers.
No, lie says: with exception ai a liandfui of Unitarians, ail
Christians, Ronman, Anglican. Scots, Non-conforining, boid
tue Trinity. the Pi'y ai Christ, revclation in Iioiy
Scripture, Salvattan l>y Chîrîsî's Sacrific'e, the iorgivtencss ai
sins, the judgmnit, tue life cverlasting. Wiîliiui thîis wide

field thc preacher caa count an the sympatby of the mias&
of his bicarers and find ample roorn for strong elcar unwavcr-
ing spercli. l-laving exceptcd the Unitarians lie digresses
ta indicate liii estirnate af theni. Ile admits tlîat tlîrougli
such nien as Chant'ing and Martincau they have donc good,
flot by denying ticl dîî'inîty of our Lord, but by affirming
G.od's F-atherlîood. But this gospel, lie says, is now com.~
mon to the wbole Christian church, and there remains for
Unitarians nuthing distinctive but thc denial af t').at truth
which gives stretigîl and joy and victarious force to Catholic
Christianity. Altogether it must be said that this uttcrance
of perhips the most popular filicratcur of the day is by far
thc Most satisiactory statcnient af bis theological position
that lie bas given sa far to t. ;world. If sanie tbings iii it
show lilainly that lie is ill.fitted ta be a teacher af theology
it is at least reassuring ta know that lic is in full synipathy
witb the great, features ai cvangclical truth and that lie
wnould fain have these prociaimcd with ail positiveness.
This will do inuch ta relieve the anxicty of many regarding
hîs teaching and quiet the niovenient, wluicl lias pramptcd
the action against hini for hcercsy. Ir will be feit on ail
hinds that it is far bettcr ta have gained sucb an ally for
evangelical rcl.gion tîman ta force bini into antagonism.

IMPATIENCE WITH G00,8 WAYS.
Mail is a creature ai vcry littie patience. He soon

gives out, (1uickly tiring iii the race, easily losing hicart ini
the struggle. Iit anc view ai the malter this is flot at ail
surprising. We miglt almnost wonder that the average
individual displa> s as nîucb tenacity of purpose and courage
ai beart as lie does. When we consider how wcak as an
arganisrn muan is, lîow bis lufe is but ai ycsterday, and
pursued by innumerable, nervaus worrics and distractions
whilc it lasîs, wc may flot marvel that tcrnpers are some-
tinws ruflled and that courage aiten breaks down under the
strain. 'l'lat mnr should frequenly be impatient ivith bis
fellow nien is flien scarcely a wonder.

The sad fact, bowcver, is that flot alone vathl bis fellows
does cvery rnan naw and then fait ta quarrcling, but be
even dares aI limes ta nianifest impatience with tie ways
or his G-od, 'Man is under ircquent tetrptation ta criticise
bis Miaker. The msoral degeneration ai hurnanity began
%vith ait insinuation wbiciî was a criîicisni. 11 teea biath God
said? - Amîd evter sitice tihe faîl humanity L.as been mare
or ILSS industriously follawing the lead ai the tempter in
tempting God. God does îîot suit mien. In the view of
sorte lic acts ta hastily, whilc others anxiously inquire.
Wlîy does Miis chariot so long delay ils coming ? It is
difficult ta please evcrylbcdy, aîîd not even tie Alrnigbty
cauld hope ta do that, even if il were not bencath Huîi ta
niake the attemlpt.

W'itb reference te tbis îunîan inmpatience witb God's
wa>s, several things deserve ta l>c said. For ane thîing,
would it flot be well ta ask wbetber God lias flot good
reason for being imîpatient with aur wa>s ? D)o we alvways
plcase ii ? D)o we invariably fulfil Mlis idezs ? Do we flot
dlisappoint I-lis plans, so far at ieast as weak, hunian
obstructoiists cati do thiat? -'1 do flot frustrate the grace
oi God," said Paul ; but do we flot frequcntly frusîrate
santie a«eéring grace ? And whicn we execute the divine
ordermngs at ail, it is otten anly in a dilatory and hialf-
heuartcd faàltion thât %%c perforni tbcm. It is narrated by a
ruecnt Iiioxgraiicr uf Greneral Grant that the only occasions
îvben tic great Union gencral confesscd ta a feeling ai
impatience. was whcn, aitu- ha,ýing issued the correct arders
ta bring certain traups into position, he was compclled ta
%Nait in suspense ivhile the orders were being tardily
executed. Is not the Almigbîy, il wc cani conceive ai sucb
a tbing, tenîpîu.d ta impatience wlîen the t.xplicit and
reiterated cammands ai M-is Word are but partially and
siowly being obcycd ?

It wi)uid sceni, therefore, that miortai man, inattentive
ta duty as lie aiten is, ruies lîimseif out ai court whcn it
cones ta judging the works ai bis Creator. And yct nien
presunîptuousiy do criticise the divine methads, and insist
on nîaking plans for providence. It is with many a con-
genial task ta plan for athiers, and tic adjudicative process
is apt ta be carricd up ta thie splieres and systemb ai detty.
Every sintier knows bow Cod could have datte ibis or that
iii better fashioni thib He did. Evcry infidel bias at bis
finger ends bialf a hundred î'aipablemnistakes of Gad. And
tie %;aýst ai it is that the Chîristian bc.luever hinîseli is
tcmpted 'o jaisi at times in thts style of highur criticism,
stcretly frcrîitg against God in bis heart if flot opcniy


