
THIE FRAGMNENT BASKET.

iMAN-LINESS8 0F SPEc.-The point to whiclî I have next to direct attention is
mauliness of speechi. There are many young mnen who secmi to consider it essen-
tial to, manliness, that they should be masters of slang. The sporting world, like
its brother, the swell mob, fias a language of its own ; but this dog-Bnglish extends
far beyond the sporting world. It cornes withi its hordes of barbarous words
threatening the entire extinction of the JEnglish language! Nowjust listen for a
momient to our fast young man, or the ape of ast youing man, ~h bnsta
to be a man, hc must speak in tlic dark phraseology of slang. If lio does anly-
thii on bis own responsibility, lie does it on lus own -"hook." If lie secs any-
thingf remarkably good, he câlîs it a, Ilstunner," tixe superlative of -wliich is a
"Ire gular stunner." If a mian is requested to pay a tavern bill, he is asked if
hie wvill "lStand Sam 9"' If he meet a savage-Iooking dog hoi calhs hini an Ilugly
custoiner." If lie meets an eccentrie mian, lie calis him "Ia rurnmy old cove'"
A sensible man is a CIchap that is Up to snuff." A mari not reniarkable for
good sense is a "Icake," a Il4t, aI "spoon," a "Ick"- uis miother does not
knoiv lie is out."- A doubtful assertion is to ho CItold to the marines." An in-
credible staternent is '< ail gammon."1 OuF young fricnd nover scolds but Il llows
up)"-ne% er pays but CIstumps up"-ncv-er finds it difficuit to pay, but is Ilhard
up "-neyer feels fati gued, but is IIused rip."' He lias no biar, but shelters his
hcad beneath a " tule." Hie wears no neckloth, but surrounds lus tlîroat witli a
"ichoker." Île lives nowbiere, but tiiere is some place wiiere hie IIhangs (lut."
Ile never goes away or withdïraws, but hoe IIbolts,"-he Ilsiupes," lie " mizzles,"
lie "'iinakes limsclf scarce," ho "lwalks bis cuks"ho "miakes tracks,", lie
"cuetts his stick " or, what is tixe same tliin-, "Icuts bis bicky ! " The Ibighest
compliment you can pay bim is to tell li;un that hoe is a "Irogular brick." Hle dues
not profess to ho brave, but ho prides limself on being, " plucky." Money is a

word ho' but a needful,"w lu wicli li as forgotte, butli talks agood deal about "tin,"th
CIthe rîuino," and "the ready." When a man spea'ks, ho CIspouts "-wucn lie
hoids bis peace, ho I "siuts up "-when hoe is lîumiliated, ho is Iltaken down a peg
or two," and CI made to sine Hml."1e calîs lus bands " paws," luis legs " pins."
To ho pcrplcxed, is to ho Ciflummaxed "-to be disappointed is to bc "'dis-liod"
-to ho clieatcd is to be "'sold "-to be chîoated clearly is to bo " donc brown."
*WhatsoovcF is fine, is CInobby "-htovris shahby, is Il seedy "-.llatsoever
is pleasant, is - jolly." Ilo says, IlBlcst if ho doos tlîis," IIblovred if lio doos
tliat,~~" CI anged" if lie dres the otiier tlîing; or hoe exciainis, "My oye !"-" nuy
stars!"' If you asked hii wliici were luis stars, ho woxild ho flumma.ýxedl." Ile
swears IlBy George -- b the piper ;" on special occasion, hoe solects Ilthe piper
tîxat played before Moses." Now a good deal of this slang is lîarmiless-many of
tlîe terins are, 1 think, very expressive; yot there is mnucb in slang that is objec-
tionablo. For examplo, as Arclhdeacon Haro observes in one of bis sermons, the
viord Il goçornoF," as applied to a father, is to ho reprehendcd. I have lboard a,
young mon cal! bis fathxer the CIrelieving oficer." JPocs it not betray on tlîo part
ofyuuîung mon great ignorance of tixe poternal and filial relationsluips, or groat
contcîiipt for tliem ? Their fathuer is to such young mon mierely a governor-merely
the represontativo of authority. liinocently eucugli, the expression is used by
tli(usands of young mon who venorate and lovo thicir parents; but oniy tliink of
it, and I arn sure yon will admit tixat it is a eold, lixorfless Nvord whsn thus applied,
and one tîxat ouglit furthiwith to ho abandoned.-Rici. Jlîegli stoicel irown.

DETii.-No oneI crics when elîildren, long absent fronu their parents, go home.
Vaca,,tion rnorning is a jubilc. 13tit death is fixe Chîristianns vacation nmoruingr.
Scliool is out. It is time to go boule. ht is surprising tîxat one shuould wvisli lif*e
here, vhio may have life in licaven. And wlien friends have gono out ,ioyously,
I tluink wve should go with them to tîxe grave, flot singing mournful plsbut
scattering flovrers. Christians are wont to walk in black, and sprinkle the ground
with tears, at theo very timie whien tlîey shuould walk in white and illumine tho
way bv sniles and radiant hope. The disciples fonnd angels at the grave of
iiiim they love; and we shuould always find thuem too, but that our cyce are too
full of toars for seeing.-Ll. WY. Beccr.


