
TRE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

CANADA CONGREGATJOINAL
ARY SOCIETY.

ÀMISSION-

The following amounteliave licou received for the month
of August:-

S. C.. interest G. R, -M. F., $60 ; A. J. R., interest G.
R. M. F., $27 ; Gorham estate, N. S., Dividend Bank N.
S., $126 ; Gorham estate, N. S., rents, etc., $8.'20; C.
Page, Toronto, $30 ; John Porteoius, Boston. for life
members, $100.

SAblUEL N. JACKSMI,

Tremaelirer.
Kingston, August 3lst, 1S90.

THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION.

The Association meets with the Garafraxa Church, on
Tuesday and Wedncsday, Oct. 7th ani Sth, 1890. The
tiret, session will be held on Tuesday afternoon at 3:30.
Programmnes have been sent to ail the Churches in the
District. The meetings give promise of unusual interet,
and should be attcnded by a large delegation. Naines
which have not becu forwardod should bo sent at once to,
Rev. Jas. Webb, Belvood, Ont.

.J. P. GER,
Secretary.

official 1 Roticce.

_____________ _________ - - _. tsuch good thank-offcring meetings, send some ac-

OUR THANK-OFFERJNG.

The tisse of our "Tliank-offering"' is drawing
near, and no doubt, many Auxiliaries and Mission
Bands are niaking plans for a special meeting in
Noveniber. ilission Studies for September con-
tains a nunîber of articles on this subjeot; from
two of -%vhich wve give extracts. Mrs. Moses Smith,
in reply te the question, IlWlîy make a thank-off-
ering ? wri tes :

If we would be rcdecîned froîn the ignoble and dcgrad-
ing power of ingratitude we need ofteu te, givc expression
to gratitude: wc ueed eften ln word an d dec<1 te say,
"lather, I thank yoîi."
Our annual thank-offcring may be a profounid spiritual

power in the clînrol. To bo sucli it muet ho a couscienti-
ous and sincero tlîank-offéring. In amount it muet ho a
fitting I thank you " for you te, say te your heaveuly
Father.

Two turtie dovee for the poor. A lamb for tlîe ricli.
The Jewvs ivere conîmanded te pay tjthes and girc offer-
luge; our regular contributions may ho regarded as a
portion of tlîe tithes which wo owe to tlîe Lord. Whle
once ini the year, wvitlî soîiething of the revorence with
wbich the higli priet eutered the holy of holies, ive enter
the courte of the Lord with gifts, the myrrhi and frankin-
ceuse of gratitude and pr.-yer.

With respect to annual thank-offeringy meetings,
another contributor writes:

count of them) afterwvard to Mrs. Macallumn, for
the Woman's Board column? IlLet us consider
one another to prevoke unto love and good wvork-s."~

A 'MISSIONARY PIC-NIC.

A meniber of Mlaxville Mission Band n rites as
followvs:

IlOur Band, and the King's Stewards M. B. of
Roxhoro, held a thanksgiving pic-nie iii the
manse grounds in August. Rev. D. Macallunî
presided, and several old niembers of the Bands
gave short addresses ; but the chief attraction was
a cireal live missionary"» of our owvn, Miss "Macal-
lum, juet homne front Turkey. MNiss.NMIecalluiii told
*numnber of stories of the "lKinig's I)augliter.;"» of

Sînyrna sehool.
The envelopes> containing gifts and ofibrings of

gratitude to God, wvere e;nptied, and the little pile
of silver, when counted, proved to lie $6.5O. Re-
f resbrnents were thon served ; the rnost interesting
item on the bill of fa,-e being IITu rkish deliglit,"
brought froni Sniyrna by Miss Macalluin. After
tea the children played, and tlîeir eIders talked
tili sunset warned ail to go home.

:~ i

Thoso meetings, at fiî.st tho outgrowvth of a epoutanon
buret of gratitude for tho special blcssing of God upon
wvonan 's missiouary %vork, have bocomoe poi-pottally ro-
curriug feaste. Tho queption hias beon asked by sooe in
good faith, l I there not danger that they degeucrato
into formality and become more moucy-raieiug gathorings
froin which spirituality has departed? "

Thiere is no nccd that it be tixus. TIhat whiclî lias life
nover lacks freelinese. The apple-tic I "ainoug the trocs of
the wood " lias put forth its bIos~ for four thousand
yeare, but ite bcauty was as Oxquieite last spring, and its
fruit ie as mellow titie autumu, as it ivas ln Eden. Eéach
rccurriug morn is radiant with God's sunlight, each
revolving year richly laden with blessings. %Vhy should
not the loving recognition bo as epout-aneous as the 1ev-
ing-kinduiess? Christmas-tide cones, and coince again,
but the joy of giving to our holoved one kunows no dim-
inution. It je only unvilling gifts-gifts giren bicausû
they are expecte-that lose thieir isigniticanco.

wut it je said inany givo no more because of these
meetings ; tIhey cont upon thcm and by juet se inuch
they dinîinieh tlieir plcdgos Is it right to, do titis? Cati
such offeringe bu really called thank-offerings? If the
one wlio serves you in your home has been spcially kind
and faithful in your eickncsse do you diminishi lier
weekly wvages, and gave the amnount to buy lier a gift to
show your gratitude?

Would you like your littie daughter to takoe the chanîge
she je brînging back from the store to buy a presont for
you bocause ehe dearly loves you? W~ould youi iiQt rathor
teach lier not to use that which je alrcady youre, but that
lier love-offering muet in soine wvay cost h3rself sottie-
thing ? So our offering-whether emaîl or great--let it
bie truly an offering of gratitude and love.

*',ill not those friends Nvho are going to hîave


