IHE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT,

having been received into fellowship, one has been

removed by death, and two by letter, giving the church |

a net gain of «ix new members.  Total number onsol®
April 30th, 1880, forty-tour. The congregations have
been very good throughout the year, the esening con.
gregation averaging from 150 to 175, A number of
mprovements have been sade to the chureh, the
principal one bemng the mcreased seating accommo-
daton provided. Several entertamments were aceld
duning the winter months, reahzing $37.16 for the
benetit of the [mprovement {umds.  The Ladies’ Aid
Society has been at work duning the year. By a soirce

the interest on the church debt was raised, also sowe |

$41.58 from sales of baazar goods, The financial re-
port shewed the church finances to be shghtly im-
proved on the preceding year. ‘The total amount
raised during the year by the church for denomina-
tional purposes was $1,274.70. The Sabbath school
report was a very interesting one.  ‘The total number
on the school roll April 3oth, 18%0, was eightcen teach.
ers and 129 scholars, being an increase of seventeen
scholars for the year, with an average sttendance of
102 every Sabbath  The library had been enlarged,
and several improvements made in the seating of the
class rooms. In reviewing the general state of the
church and school we feet thankful to our heavenly
Father for all Fis goodness to us; and we trust that
our future may be stll more prosperous, and that we
may both as a church and school go on to do our
Master’s work in the spint of love, and with the desire
to win souls for Christ. W. T, Jr.

Ttems from ¢ broad.

TWENTY-onE boys in the Lutheran mission at Guatoor,
India, havesent a donation of theee rupees or $1.50, 10wands
building a Lutheran Mission Church in Brooklyn, N.Y. 1t
was the fimt of thewr sell-denial, being saved from their
monthily allowance of food.

Tue Viceroy of Egypt has gmiven property to the mission
of the United Presbytenans worth $.40,000, and the dona.
tions of the Maharajah Dhuleep Singh have amounted sn all
to $80,000. It ha, thuty hve <tations, uneatly 1,000 com-
municants, and over 1,200 pupils,

THE activity of the Protestant agents and colporteurs in
Rome has aroused the ire of the Roman correspondent of the
*Tablet,” e writes : * In ail the principal thoroughfares
men are hired to walk up and down and present those pass-
g by witha Bible for a few soldic On the steps ull the
Church of the Croctfenone of taose agents had the audacnty (1)
to offer 2 Diodat’s Bible to a learned prelate, with the ob.
servation, * Take it, Monsignor. for you have more need of
it than others.’”

Tut death is announced of Monsignor Alberti, the
Roman Catholic Bishop of Syra, mihe Archipelago, He was
one of the persistent opponents of the doctrine of Papal In-
falhbshity at the Vatican Council, openly vating against the
decree. He was a man of moderate views and most toler-
ant 1 hus practuice, always livang on the best terms with his
fellow-Chuistians of the Greeh commumon,  He was in the
seventy-first year of lus age, and had been Wishop in Syra
thisty-seven years.

Ture Birhop of Manchester, speaking the other day at
Burnley, said this country wa. rapidly passing into demo.
cratic tendencies,  Wherever they lovhed they saw that the
demociatic spint which exasted thirty years ago had now
spread, not anly in the United States, but alw over a great
partof Europe. 1t had sts penils—its preat pentls—bhut, as
everything mthisworld, it had nsblessingsand advantages too.
Sume said that of e so laveling dectiines prevasled 1t would
be a bad time fur wealthy men. e did not believe it would
ever be a bad ume for rich men, if nch men would only
discharge themselves adequately of their duty. He be-
hieved the English people hiked to «ee, and they had a nght
10 eapect to see, 10 those who had fortunes and estates that
they should recogmize their respunsilalities.

FAaTiER Hajpa, the pastor of St. Wenceslaus Cathohie
Church in Balumore, has made public renunciation of his
adherence tu the Church of Rume, and will begin at once a
course of studiesan Protestant doctnnes, preparatory to being
ordamned a numister.  He made this renunciation a week or
two ago 1n the Tnnity Lutheran Chuich, m the presence of
two Lutheran pasturs, the toustees of two Lutheran churches,
and a large congregation.  Soun after the services of the day
begran he stepped out to the fiont of the chancel, and after
announcing his change of faith, sigaed a document setting
forth the jact and senounang his adherence to the Roman
Church. On the day fullowing this he sent a formal leties
of resignation 1o Archbishop Gibbons, saying he had taken
the stepafter long and careful consideration, Hoyda was born
in Bohemia, and 1s abuut thirty-two years of age. s Balu-
more congregation was almost exclusively composed of Bo-
hemians, and he was called to the chusch only about a year
ago from the diocese of Bohema, It 15 understood that he
will be followed nto the Protestant Chusch by several mem.
bers of lus former pansh,

i TOA BFREAVED FRIEND.
Si ter, stay the tears now starting s
Nay, but fet them ficely flow,
They will case thy heart's <ad amarting,
Fhey will help to soothe thy woe.
Natuie's tnbats to the dead,
Be that inting tnbute pad.

Yet, anud thy <purit’s grieving

Latt thy downcest eyes abiove ;

* Be not faaless, but behieving,™

Jesus lives, aud He 1s Lne,
When 'n deepest shades of mght
His sweet smile will give thee Light,

Well T know thy hearts deep yearming
Lot the loved one gone before,
In Wfe’s school we'te ever learning
Lessons from a htdden lote:
And the more the spint learns,
More at loves, and more it yeans.

Oft we see daik clouds, concealing
Otlier clouds beyond our view ;
Only nuw and then revealing
Gleam of sunhight shinng through,
Let us fathom what we will
Mystenics thichen round us still,

Yet, to our amaz=d beholding,
When our souls are freed from sin,
Yonder peatly gates unfolling
Shall reveal the hight within,
Then the golden hues of day
Alldark clouds will chasc away.

There shall be no more heartrending :
There shall come no sound of stnfe
But each soul in union blenuing
Feel the thall of endless hife.
Paradise shall bloom again,
And God o'er all forever reign.

IWhitdy, Ont. Ross Jounstoti.

TEMPERANCE NOTES.

Dr. BUCKE, medical superintendent of the London
Asylum for the Insane, has lately published a pam.-
phlet on * Alchohol in Health and Disease,” in which
he takes very strong ground against the use in any
way or to any extent of all alcoholic liquors whetheras
beverages or as a medicine. We have not such
medical knowledge as would justify us in saying that
alcaohol never does good to a person suffering from
disease. We are, however, fully persuaded that the
reckless marner in which many doctors prescribe it
to their patients, is not only culpable, but positively
criminal.  We are glad to hear Dr. Bucke’s testimony
to the fact that he has cut off all intoxicants from the
patients in the asylum over which he presides, not only
without injury to those unfortunates, but with positive
advantage. Prescnibing alcohol will, in due course,
follow blood-letting to the lunbo of discovered frauds.

A MISTAKE.

A young man who thinks he can lead a reckless
and profhigate hife unul he becomes a middle-aged
man, and then repent and make a good, steady ziti-
zen, 15> deluded. He thinks that people are fools, des-
utute of memory. He concludes that if he repent
evcrybody will forget that he was a dissipated fellow.
This 1s not the case ; people remember your bad deeds
and forget your good ones. DBesides, it is no easy
thing to break off in nuddle Iife bad habuts that have
been formed in youth. When a horse contracts the
habit of balking, he generally retauns 1t through life.
He will often perform well ¢nough till the wheels get
into a deep hole, anc then he stops and holds back.
Just so 18 it with the boys who contract bad habats.
They will sometimes leave off their bad tricks and do
well enough ull they getinto a tight place, and then
they return to the old habt.

WE remember heaning of a young man who, on
Saturday mght, having received his wages, found him-
self 1n possession of five dollars and twenty cents.
He started down town to buy some food for his
family, and on his way dnfted into the dramshop,
where he was too frequently a visiter. One drnk made
him generous, and he was prepared to “treat all

hands,” and an hour passed swiftly in the rough ilai-

ity which graces such places of resort. At length he,
late in the cvening, bethought himself thatit was tme
140 go, and called for s reckoming.  The dramseller
tirured up the account, and it was just five dollars and
twemy cents.  The young man handed out the five
dollar note, sayinu to the landlord, ** You will have to
trust me for the twenty cents ;" and started for the
jmarket.  Entenng there he said to the market man:
‘“ What have you got that you can sell me for twenty
rcents? [t is all the money | have, and 1 want to buy
,something for my famly.,”  * There is a bunch of
soup-bones that you can have for twenty cents,” was
the reply. He accordingly bought them, had them
put in a parcel, and was about starting for home, not
i without some reproachful thoughts, when the dram.
'scllcr with whom he had spent the evening entered
; the market, ordered a quantity of porter-house steak,
;and pulled out a five dollar note, the identical one
I'which he had paid him, and gave it to the market
'man.  Our dram drinking friecnd had scen cnough.
He started for home, and probably did more good
solid thinking on the road than he had done before
in several years. LEntering his house, he gave his
wife the soup-bones, and said : “ There, wife, that is
the last time you will ever have 1o live on soup-bones,
that I may furnish money for the rum-seller to buy
porter-house steak with.” From that time he turned
from his cups, entered the paths of temperance and

'sobricty, and was able to buy beefsteak for his own

famuly, instead of feeding them on soup-bones, from
which the rum-selier had picked the meat.—7%e
Christian,

THE following letter is extracted from the “ Church
of England Temperance Chronicle,” the editor of
which vouches for its being a genuine and authentic
document. \We can well believe it. Not a few in
Toronto. and all over Canada, could only too sadly
and truly write the same, or even worse, as descriptive
of their own sad experiences. When will all good
and Christian men and women unite in helping
those sad and suffering ones, and in keeping the
thoughtless and unwary, so often deceived by the fatal
drinking customs of the day, from rushing to the
same pitiable ruin?  “ My dear Mr, You
are to preach next Sunday on ¢Intemperance. I
do not quite know what your views on this subject
are, but perhaps you will allow me, as a member of
your congregation, and one who loves you as her
minister, and blesses God for sending her under
your precious ministrations, to ask you to read and
and ponder the enclosed little book and speak a
strong word on Sunday against the sin which is
rmming so many. 1 speak from bitter experience.
My childhoed’s days were shadowed by the curse rest-
ing on her who should have been the light of the
home, and whose memory now brings little of plea-
sure to her children. 1married, thinking I could respect
and honour him who became my iusband, a moderate
drinker he called himself : never took drink tn work-
ing hours, etc., etc. My marnied hfe has been one
long experience of sorraw and suffering, physical and
mental, uncheered except by my children, though I
pray God night and day to send me no more, and to
preserve those | have from the heredntary tendencies
a drunkard transmits to his children. My husbandis
a church member, and few know how far he has fallen.
Duning the last year he has been ninety-seven umes
tire worse for drink, sometimes helplessly so, generally
only hilarious, loquacious, or irritable and abusive.
It 1s not very often that he is personally cruel, though
I have many bitter experiences of ceven that. Just
think, Mr. ———, how wifely love can live to such an
ongc, and how disgust, loathing, and even contempt
strive to fill our heart, What is a wife’s duty to a
drunken husband is a problem I study continually,
and can never solve satisfactorily. I can only cry to
God to change his heart, and give me wisdom and
patience. I cannot sign my name to this as I would
fain hide from all the world, as long as it will hide, the
curse in my home ; but dear Mr. ———— mine is no
isolated case, and moderate drinking is to blame for
itall.  May God forgive those who continually lead
my poor weak hiusband into this sin.”




