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«This was ail. I could not answer it. It would not do tj sft that thý
penalty is cancelled by God's pardon, for 8uch a systemi would introdUce anarcby
Lito the universe at once; it would either imply that God does not rule by lay
but only by advice, or il would introduce the nbsurdity of naining that law Wloich
bans no penalty, wliereag it is the very essence of law that penalty is the award of
its transgression. It was plain that any temporal ruler wvho should dispense with
penalty on the more ground that offenders confess their wrong-doing anid beg for
pardon, would unseat bis rule at once. Sunob questions as the above lodged iii the
mind, intist lead in time to the acceptance of niercy' througli Christ, wbo bore
the penalty of sin 'in bis body on the tree.' And thougflo I did flot corne te the
great idea of substitution at once, yet hero was a lhelp at any rate, it opened My
eyes to the fact that the evangelical scheme is worthy of study; that it oueets
sturdy difficulties, and looks tC.em in the facee."

APPARENT BEREAVEMENTS.

A story is told of an Oriental shepherd, who in a season of excessie drougbî,
finding it vcry difficuît to obtain pasturage for bis sheep, lefé them ia the care of
an under shephierd, and travorsed the country for many miles around lu seareh
of food for bis starving dlock. Uce ascended many a bill-top ; clîmbed rtoggYed
mnountains and examnined the banks of creeks winding through riarrow valîcys;
looked for some smnall openîng amnorg the trees of the great forest, where gYrass
niigblt be found ; wounded hiniself, in vain, amid the tangled underbrusli; alid
thus spent niany days in lois fruitless searcli. The wbole country, mountain tops,
bill side, vale and plain, ail were parcbed and barren.

At lengyth as hiw was returning, sad and disheartoned, ho espied a green spot
near tbe sumimit of one of the miounitains, close by the valley where lois sbeep
werc left. Joyfuhly hoe bastened up to it and there fonnd a, cool spring gushiog
out ùf a crevice in tho rocks, whichi ran leaping and gurgling down the steep
mountain side a little way, and thon, on a omahl tract of taible land, formced i
beautifuil pool of sparkling vrater, which ovorflowed and spread gently, causone
an abundant growth of sweet tender grass.

llero lois sheep and lamps could appease their hungor, quoncli their thir3t and
enjoy the coul breezes in the shadowvs of the rocks and trocs, and live hinppily
until the famine shiould be past.

Ilastily lie rcported lois success, and led the flock to the foot of the mountais,
wliere it was necessary to pass a narrow tract filled withi rocks and briars. flore
the slieep refused to follow lîim faortloer. Hie gently called the leaders by naine
and tried to persuade tlom to corne over, but in vain ; exhausted witlilounger
and îliirst, tloe prospect was too discouraging for them, aud they bost confidence
in tloeir siiepherd.

le thon, %xitlo the aid of his assistant and shoploord dog tried to drive thiin
tloruugo the rougi passage, but they would not eveu be driven, but, tlorowitog
thlinsolves nmong the sharp rocks and tloorns, would have perishoed thero, wloen
the beautifuil green pastures and cuoling waters were almnost witloin tlocir reaco.

At lengthi lie ivent to one wliom ail the others acknowloged as a leader, and
were accustomied to fullow anywliere, nnd taking froin lier side her heautiful
lamU, wliicli she tenderly loved, sprang aoross tlîé rocky passage, clirnbcd the
muinotain sido and laid iL gently down iu the fresh grass beside the crystil
wvaters.

Thie miother slîeep hesitated a moment, thon with il ory of alarm pressed on
nfter lier lamb and sheplierd. Thle oxample was contagious. Tîxe wlîolo dlock
ionmiiediately fullowed nnd suon ail were feeding lu the green pastures, and beside
tloe living waters.C

Iluw oltemi dues the Good Shepherd find it necessary te, deprive portions of lois
:fi ck of tlie riclo pastoirage tlbey sumetimes find un the low vales and plains of
wurldliness9, whiere tlîey wander forgetful of Ilim: to dry up tloeir streaoîs and
cause their fields Lu become parclîod and barren ; to send leanness, nnguisli and
sorrow te their souls, in order to wean tlîem fromn undue earthly attuclîments, and


