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st now s the raw matenal 15 much dearer, and any adsance
jor goods is ditficult to obuam.

Bravrord.—The course of prices at the present series of
colomal wool sales in London has followed almost exactly the
fenceast given i this paper i the letter previous to the open
ing day’s sale, and the nse m the values of fine mero wool
tas ranged from 5 to 7' per cent. n advance of the rates at
the conclusion of the last sales. In the Bradford market, how-
et the prices of wool and tops of this class had already been
advanced to a point at least equal to the rates ruling at the
1 endon sales, and as wany local authonties had looked for stldl
ighier prices in London, the market here for fine mermnos has
buen only quict, as consumers seem to think that they may be
content in only supplying their mmediate wanes,  There has
been no giving way in the prnces for fine wools; any adviances
which have been estabbshed moeither yarn o prece goods are
not nearly equal to the rise in raw materral. Up to the present
the Americans have not been mn evidence m London as buyers
of the finest colonial wools, and the demand from the States
v also  still quiet for fine worsted coaangs and other soft
makes of dress goods, but should serious buying set 1w from that
quarter in any of these departments an amprovement i the
warket must at once ensue.  The demand for the lower cliasses
of crossbred wools m London has been extremely langwd, and
the hnge and increasing production of these cheaper wools
scems likely to keep this department of the market quiet tor tine
present, but it should be remembered that as the wool growers
cannot profitably produce crossbred wools at the present rates.
an upward reaction must eventually set i, A certain amount
of speculative buying is still reported 1 pure lustre wool, but
this  has not, up to the present, atfected prices to any apprect-
able extent, and all other classes of home-grown wools con-
unue in very quiet Jdemand.  The mohair market, hike that of
the fine mermo wools, has been quiet during the week, but 1t 1s
a sinificant fact that whilst W} othier classes of wool have dur-
g the present year been receding  value, that the quotations
of mohair and fine mermo have been gradually creeping up-
ward. These two simnlar movements have, however. been
breught about by quite dissinnlar causes, for wilst mohair has
Leen forced up by an mereased consumption, the prices of fine
mermo have Leen mamly influenced by a shortage in the sun-
ply.  There is all the timce a large business being done 1
mohair yarns, and spmners are not only well unployed. but
report that new business is coming to hand for both mohair
erepon warps and for wefts for plain goods, The prospects for
the next sprng scason contiue to point most strongly in the
direction of bright dress gouds  fabnes, and I hear of some
ge od orders for plun mohairs which are m work for the United
States and also that plun black mobairs of good quality will
be largely sold i the home markat. The Bradiord coating
costume cloths w nuxture shades, which had sach a good re
ception Jast season on account of the unalterable and unspot
able fimsh bhave. I understand. bean bought more than ever for
the next spring season, and that although the wool from which
these goods are made has greatly advancad in price, only 2 very
tractional advance s bang, up to the preseat, demanded by the
manuiacturers.  Some vory handsone styles of  lhuster crepons
m black mohairs are selling well, both jor the present time anid
tor the next season’s trade, and Bradford is now producing
largely these high-class goods  at prices  which only a few
sasons ago were quite unhieard of here.

Harirax.—The following s contaned in the Halfax
Chamber of Commerce trade report for September: Wool.—
The demand for merino and fine crosshreds has been good all
thiough the month, Inicrior crossbreds and Enghsh  wools
Fave only found a slow sale, without any quotable change in
prices.  Woolens.—Owing to the apnroach oi colder weather,
there is more business doing, and most manuiacturers feport

aamprosement. Worsted  Yarns.—There have been o few
more orders placed dunng the month, especially for yarns made
from merino and fine ¢rossbred wools,  So a1, spinners are
unable to get arsthig like a corresponding advance to that
which has taken place m the price of tops and wool.  Cotton.—
The fall 1 raw cotton durtng the month has bronght  abom
bucmess i two-fold 40's and 42's, stocks having been cleared at
low figures. Fustians and Ready-mades.—Both these industries
(particufarly the latter) are busier and in a better position than
for seme time past, fall nme being agan resumed,  Pieces.—
There has bren more enquiry during the moath 1or staple goods
for foraign markets, and manufacturers are able to quote gher
prices for fabrics made from fine wools.  Merchants are not so
willmg to expend, consequently there are very few orders being
gnen, but  the trade is  healthy all round.  Carpets.—The
demand duting this month has only been of a sluggish char-
acter, owing to its being between seasons.  Spun Silk.—There
has been some hittle mprovement during the month, but there
is no change in prices.

KinperaiNster.—Manufacturers  are now  turning  their
attentton o the  requrements  of the comng  scason,  The
travelers are prepanng for the road, and will be leaving home
neat week for the vanous commercial centres,  The harvest has
been an abundant one, the general trade of the country keeps
geod: and 1t 1s confidently behieved that the travelers will find
buyers disposed to place guod orders for the season.  An um-
prevement has been eapertenced m the colomal demand, white
the more settled condition of affairs i the Argenune Republic,
as well as the more pacific policy evident in South .\irica.
whete there s a large  whate population. cannot fail to give
stumnlus to the carpet trade.  The troubled condition of affairs
m the land of the Celesuals does not commercually affect us,
for the Chmese have not been customers for carpets to any
appreciable extent up to the present. Just now the lvoms are
cemployed on small orders from the home market, and in supply-
mg the improved colomal and foreign  demand  referred to
Nathing like a spurt can be expected for the present. The
wool market has shown considerable animation recently. At
cach of the sales held the quantity of wool offered has been
large, and the buyers unusually numerous, visitors being present
from France, Germany and America. Thosc who supplied their
wants carly in the week were the most fortunate, for as the
sales progressed prices hardered. in the better qualities quite a
Y. per b, advance being easily maintained.

Normixenasm.—The cotton hostery trade is dull; demand 1<
small and prices are low.  On woolen goods, quotations are
gomg higher in spite of relatively few  purchases, consequesnt
upen the hardenmg value of wool, and manufacturers of hose,
vests and combinations hope soon to be domng well.  Fancy
hali-hose are moving in moderate quantities, and there s a im
ited demand for fancy silk and cmbroidered hosiery.  In
Leicester the hosiery andustry shows considerable recovery as
a whole, and manufacturers are demanding hagher rates for all
cheice fabrics.  Cotton stockings and socks were exported from
this country last moath to the value of £22.220. compared with
£18535 in August last year. Other vanicties of cotton hosiery
were shipped abroad to the value of £15,603. compared with
£11.703, and all varietics of woolen hosiery to the values of
75021, against £63.906. So iar this year exports of woolen
geods have totaled £497.324 against £376.201 in  the same
cipght monthy of 1807, and £€381.200 in 1805, while exports of
cotton goods have reached £230 808, aprainst £2435.282 in 1897
and £313.205 0 1898 In May cotton hosiery ran to only £ 20.
034 for all vancties and woolen hosiery tc only £39.115  The
impioved demand from America since the conclusion of the
war is the main explanabon  British exports of lace are in
creasing, and the cotton varieties may now be <aid to have
fully recovered from the slackness of the earlier months of the



