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“IXfI forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my right hand forget its cunning.”—Ps. 137, v. §.

SERMON FOR THE NEW YEAR,
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** 8o teach us to number our ‘days, that we

'x":.!l;.pp]y our hearts unto wisdom ""—PsaALM

OUR firat step into life is a step to the
8rave, and every sucoeeding step along the
;tream of life brings us nearer to that event-
ul, final step, which ushers us into the ocean
of eternity. Every thought and feeling
chenshgd, every talent possessed, and every
act of life, bears (an important inflience on
‘our ‘eternal destiny. Accordingly, every
go_n?ent brin tidings to the throne of the

:‘n_\ersal Judge which shall appear for or
%{,}:ungt us en the great day of reckoning.
rece time given to prepare for our eternal
by ompense, 18, at most, short, and its contin-
trm:})\e 13 very uncertain. While these are
a:d 8 clefn'ly taught us in the Word of God,
nd :::;tlmnually Pressed on our attention,
A ny spend thgxr brief space of life as

f this were their abiding home! how many
1ve as if there were ne day of reckoning!
OW many moments, charged with precious
P“Vllege§. do the wisest and best allow to
g::t: uhmmpl:oved! Impressed with these
e ;t. € Writer of this Psalm offers up the
_ ag ;é mas;’atealch us to number our days

. 99

Teros endesgoy;’our hearts unto, wisdom.

© number our days. Wise men in all

:8;‘“2:‘;; lt‘c;lbolﬁred’ to i'a{press mankind with
e bry i

uncertuinty evity, the swiftness, and the

o om ploynf our days. The Spirit of God

8 8 variety of ways to inculcate|
ra

constant. watchfulness and' continual prepa-
ration for the owentous inserests of"
eternity.

Time is short. The days of some are short
in gomparison with others, who live three or
fourscore years. The years of man now on.
earth are short, as regards time, compared
with the antideluvian life-time ; but ours may-
be regarded equully long, or longer, consider-
ing that we may know more and enjoy more-
in threescore years, than they during three
times as many centuries. ‘The longest life is
short in comparison with the eteraity of years.
before. Man’s duys are short, cousidering:
the great work he- has to do, and the-eternali
consequences, of’ our well-doing or ill-doing.
in time.

Our time comprises the past, the present,.
and the future. All we are, and all we have,
came to us from the past. The present flying
moments ave crowled with the results of the
past, which have a’ weighty influence on the

resent and the future of our davs. All our
intellectusl attainments and religious privi-
leges, our habits and character, &c., are
transmitted ffom the past. If we would im--
prove the present or the future, we must
know what we are, anid our relation to the:
past. Many have to correct errors, to subdue-

assions, and renounce habits. All have to-
improve-advantages and opportunities. The-
young have-myist to b with:the present and-
the fiture. Some have goue over three:
digits, and are now on the last fin er of the-
hand-breadth, which.is the inspirel measur-
ing line. They have passed through infancy,.
Wuth, manhood, and are now in old

‘hen.the outward and. inward life of those
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