
Kif

Mr

Pr

bt.

300 CANADA LÂW OrUENAL.

"Constitution" is a written document of s0 orany words andl
letters, mith us the Constitution is the indefiite and indefinitely
forn'ulated principios upon which a British people should (1 h
governedl-what is "Constittutional" and what is "UniconBtitu-
tional" in the 2inited States is for the Court to deide on legal
principles and n-ethods by in exarrination of the fornmal doecu-
ment to bc K-nown and, read f ail moen-in Canada it is for
Parliano.nt, or in the last resort the elcctorpte, by the cornsidoera-
tien of what is for the benefit of the people. lu the United
States anythiiug transgressing the writton document is illegal
homever wise it rnay be. With us to say a prooeeding is "Uni-
constitutional" is to gay it is legal, how-ever unwise, or even
oppressive, it miay be. Whetlier niy impression of the cause of
the forir ulation of a Code of Ethios in the United States is woUl
fouiided or not, it is rnaniffest that the practice in that land is
.ict biiiding upon us, like as the two countries arc in niost par-
viculars.

In the first place, it xnay bc assumred that ît is not proposed
to Iay down a Code, disobedionce to whichi would rlesit in dis-
bamnent tpemporarily or otherwise. Our Law Suciety of Upper
Canada has ample power to disbar in a propei cae, but the
power has been exercised crnly- in the case of c-irime wvhether after
conviction or otherwvise. So far as 1 know it lias neyer booxi
suggested that a Code of Rules should bo laid down to govern
the Discipline Corrrittee or Convocation in their dutios in
th.vt regard, aýnd I e.ani sec infinite difficulties iu the way of isuchi
codification.

Not to dgwell upoii that piehowevor, ]et u8 consider the
real proposition, %which is to lay down a Codo the breach of
which gill Iead to tho disapproval of professional hrethren, to
exclueion from association and fellowshîip, te estraciani byv
respectable mrem bers of the Bar. If it were proposcd to xnake the
Code, a Penal Code violation of which. would render the offender
liable to disbarment, legisiation. would be necessary, and inaniy
considerations would arise vhich inay now be paffsed over--con-
8iderations which to xny irind would be fatal to the proposition.

What of a Code without such consequenres? of a Code


