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Tinn HICII SHERIFF.

important arc the legal functiens of the High
Sberiff wbu, in the language of Sir Edxvard
Coke, Ilis an officer of great antiqnity, and of
great trnst and autbertity, having frein the
Queen tlie custody, keeping, command, and
goveriimient in some sort, of the whole country
comînitt,.d te bis charge and care."

As to tho antiqnity of tho office, learced
wniters somewhat differ in thoir speculatiensl
and we înay readily acqniesce in the observa-,
tiens of Mr. Seijeant Atkinson on the anti-
qnarian aspect of the snbject: "In England
thero are many geod institutions whisse begin-
nîngs, liko tbe sources et great nivors, sem te
b affle discevery. The office ef Shenifi is of
this kinid."

It may suffice for ail nsefnl purpeses te say
that at every poriod et the English constitu-
tien the office ef Sberiff appoars as an integral
part ef ils systere, forming a feature xvbich
ne pow-er ef tlic Crown, ne resistance ef the
populace, ne intrigues of the aristecracy, have
ever been able te efface.

Tble office et High Sheriff reailly ferms une
et tbe inost popular featnres ef our constitu-
tion, carrying wîtb it, as Blackstone observes,
a strong trace ut the demucratical part ot it.
The commun law, indeed, vested the w'bole
povver of election in the peuple, in order, as an
old statute* expresses it, Ilthatt tho communs
rnight chouse sncb as would net be a burtbec
te them." A statute passcd under very bad
anspicest deprived the peuple et tbis poer,
and the mode adopted ever sinceofe assigning
Iligbh Sherits lias been by certain dignitarios
holding office under the Crown, who annually
nominate tbree sufficient porsuns in each ceun-
ty for tlie office, frein xvhom the Crown seleets
usually the flrst on the list for actnal service.
Fortunately tie practice has grewn up of tbese
duties w hollv devolving on tise Judges mneet-
ing at Westniinster hlall; and tbus a guaranteo
afforded at ail events againat mon being im-
propenly selected for tbe sbrievalty, and the
l-ligbi Sbciiff bas littlo cause te fear a cempa-
risen botween bis owc just titie te office and
tbat of somo wbom hoe bias occasionaliy te pro-
claim on tbe bustings as Ilduly elected."

The office of Muis Sberiff is stili a very im-
portant une, and s0 regarded net only in the
lotter et tbe law, but socially by ail classes.
Tbo duties are rarely neglected, but it wouid
perhaps ho an advantage if those wiio are
selected for the shivaltý regarded more their
personal obligations oni taking office.

Tbe Higb Sberiff, as wve are told by Scijean t
Aikinsun, Islas a rigbt of precedonce within
bis cuun ty et every nobleman during tbe time
ho is in office,"t and bis dutios, airoady refer-
red te, show on wbat varions occasions be is
called upon te act. Wo are among thoeo wbo
wonld gladly sec the power and dignity ut tis
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ancient office fully vindicated, instead ot the
more active (luties beiog su mnuch delegatedl te
otbors, the undersheriflfs and thoir subaiterns
the Sberiffs' efficers and the javelin mon ; and
even tie pemp and ceromiony of the office
being eniy observable dnîing tbec parade and
scramnle ot the commission day at the asizes;
and its cencemmitants,, tbe Sboriff's ordinary
and the Sberiff's hall.

On the very many occasions in the course
et bis ycar cf office on w bich public meeotings
of the varions classes witbin bis ceunty aie,
or eught te ho beld, we w-euld have tbec Iligb
Sbieriff take bis legitimato part; w-e would
bave the principal exorcise more power, and
tbe deputies less. It is net tue miucb te ask
et a gentleman seiected for a single y ear for
sncb an important office that ho shouici give
persunal. attenticon te its numeoes dutics.

I-ad Iligîs Sbeîiffs during thoir year et office
generally heen at tbe pains te, personally in-
quire wbetber une important part cf their
functions, viz., the roturning tlie jury panels,
was conducted in a proper maiiner, w betber
abuses in the werking- et cur systoîn, lately
sbown te bave grown up in almost every dis-
trict, wereoer were cet perceptible in trie ron-
tineofu business in their ow n several counties,
tho recent expusure cf tue abuses et our jury
systom migbt bave heon avoided.

If bigb Sheriffs, in whese came the unpep-
ular work et executing legai proceas against
the goods and persens of dobtors, liad duning
their year et office alw-ays cemcmd it a part cf
tisoir duty, as gentlemen and mon et bunour,
te see that tihe process se executed in their
cames wvas eut made a nîiediîsm ut abuse and
exturtion, îcucb private miscry and wreig
would bave been saved.

If tbe Sbcriff as returning officer at elections
had, in days gene by, in tlic exerci-,e cf bis
commun lau- poer, duly inqui-ec inte glrn
instances of hribory and corruption, beibie (lu
ciaring at the hustings unscrupulous aspirants
to the rarik ot M.P. duly elecled, wo sbobld,
bardly bave needod tise cosily tnaelinery
which frein tinio e to bielas been cailed into
existence witb the vain design of supprossiog,
bribery, intimidation, and etnor currupt prac-
tices at electiens. Net only would wo bave
the Ifigh Sberiff cow personaliy eversoo the.
performance et bis varions duties by bis sub-
erdinates, but we sbould ho glad te find tbat
bigh functionary hoId bis eu-n on aIl publie
occasions-ho sometlsing mure than a more
attendant in tbe exeentien et the commissions
cf assize, &c., and act in every insstance up te
the station the lau- assigns te bii tie cbier
officiai u-itbic bis eoucty, sbewing faveur or
subserviecce te none: poor or ricb, noble
or commonor, popular or unpopular.-Leu
Magazrine.
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