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NATURA,îL HI.STORX NTE-M ' 1896.

May 7thi-Duringic the evcning large numi-bers of plover and
sandpipers w'ere on the %vingy, and tili rnidnight thicir shrili notes
ivere audible as they weî*ec ai:parantly circling round in the
vicinity of thc Rideau rivecr. E vidently a very large flighit of the
late arrivais wvas passing oveî. Nighlt, sultry andi thuncer to the
south.

iVIay iothi-Thc wvippo-vl ~as hecard in tlie vicinity of
Ottawa, and had been hecard abovc Aylmcir a fev nights
previous.

M\'ay 14thl-Niht-liaivis appeareci in nurinbcrs. 1 could
get nio reliable data of thecir appearancc prior to this. L;ist year
they 'vere seeni on ýth May, and iii 1894 on1 I 5th and in i 893 on
2 1 st. This shows liov variable is the tirne of their arrivaI, de-
pendant, doubtlcss, on the tcrnperatu re.

ïMay 2 ist-A pair of yelloiv-bil1cd cuckoos %verc flying
round aniong soi-ne Large cli trees on XVilbrod Street. A few
yecars ago they built iii that vicinitv but the nest w~as unfortun-
atcly, cestroyed. They had not been secni there since tili this
date.

Hl. B. SMALL.

OîiîîîLGv- think I have niever seen pine gross-beaks,
as plICnItifuil as during the past lirintcr. Fromn the bcginning of
Decemiber- until necarly the end of àlarch, they w"ere to be sen
aniy Clay 'almost, iii the grovCs and smnall wvoods, andl eVeni in the
trees about the houses ; somectimes in large flocl<s, somnctimes
thr-e or four tochrtelatter- being the case more in the
earlier- part of the %vinter.

Chick-a-dces have been more than usuially numecrous this
'%'inter in this locality ; there have been the uisual nunibcr of
bluic-jays to 1e seen, croivs iii abundance, aind i'ood-pccris a
féw. 1 saw~ a hlock of recd-polls once or twicc thr-ough the ivinter,
but that was aIl.

I uisually learnl of the pr1escnlce of a fcw oîvls in the nici-g-
bour-hood during ii winter, citlicr by their big drivemi by un-


