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pertisal of the rnany extraordinary favors that have
been obtained, in late years, by devout clients froiii

God through the intercession of the Redemptor-

-aive the readers of the MnSSENGER a sketch of the life

Leo XIII. called « «one of the angels who are given by God
to His Church on earth as inodels for Christian peoples."

Gerard was born in Muro, ini the kingdom of Naples,
April 6, 1726. His father, Domninic Majella, and his niother
Benedetta, happily realized frorn the beginning that God
had entrusted to theni a treasure of special value, and they
began early to cultivate thec seeds of virtue ini his souil.
What a sweet impression it leaves on ome to read, iii the
account of the chiild's life, that his first w'ords were jess
and Mary, and his first action -the sign of the cross.

'Plie boy begran to gyo to Mass with bhis mnother when lie
was but five years of age. 'Ple treniendous Sacrifice had lie, i
au especial attraction for imii, and lie tried to be present as virtlu
-ofteni as possible ; lie felt that lie was xîear God, and thcvre Ti]
is where he wanted to be. Onie day, his biographier tells lis, becoir
the Infant Jesus lef-, the arins of His Blessed Mother, cinie appre
to littie Gerard, played with hiii, and then gave hin» a su 'w- the %,
white loaf of bread. Tie Divine Chiild apreared to hixu Cairr%

agaiîl, onie day, while he was playingw viith oti- er cihlieii, liad 11:

-aiid mnade 1 iiii a !Jinilar present. Aftc
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