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also, respecting councils being necessary in orduy
w give validity to churches und ministers, 1know
that many churches do not connect themselves
with any of our associations on account of their
supposing that they meet together niore as eccle-
siastical councils, than simply as brethven who are
representutives of independent churchgs, haviug
¢ one Lo, d, one, faith, one baptism.”

Yours, in Christian bonds,

JOAO,
March 12, 1850.

ORDINATION.

On Friday Evening, March 21, the Rev. A. F.
Spalding, late of Newton Theological Institution,
was ordained to the pastoral office over the Baplist
Church, St. Helen Street, Montreal.  The service
was conducted in the following manner:

The Rev. F. H. Marling, (Second Congregational
Church) invoked the divine blessing.

Singing—10th Hymn, 2ad Book (Walts.)

The Rev. Dr. Taylor (United Presbyterian
‘Church) read Ephes. iv. 1, 16, and prayed.

Singing—555, New Selection. .

The Rev. Dr. Cramp preached. 1His text was
Ephes. iv. 11.  The object of the preacher was lo
illustrate this topic—the Saviour prorides and ap-
points His own ministers. It wasshown that the
Lord Jesus qualifies His servants for the work
to which he calls them,directs them,in the dis-
charge of theirduty,~—and maintzins the succession.
Under the last head, the true nature of the ¢ apos-
tolical succession®’ was pointed out, and the man-
ner of tracing it, viz,, in the spiritual line, and not
by episcopal genealugies, or any ecclesiastical cons
secration. .

Mr. Spalding then read a brief statement of his
views of christian truth, particulatly mertioning
those which distinguish the Protestant, the T'rinita-
rian, and the Baptist.

The Rev. W. Parker, of Burlington, offered the
ordination prayer, with imposition of hands.

The Rev. Dr. Davies, gave the right haud of fel-
lowship, affectionately welcoming the Rew pastor,
and expressing the wishes and prayers of his bre
thren on his behalf.

Singing—** How beautiful upon the mountains,”

3

&The Rev. Wm. Parker delivered the charge,
founded on 2Tim.iv.1,2, Itwasanimpressive,
eamest, powerful exhortation. The duties, diffi-
culties, and encousagements of the christian minis-
ter wereset forthclearly and foreibly, Inexhorting
the pastot to be unremittingly diligent in study,
and in shewing the important nlace which the
doctrine of the cross holds in the Christian system.
Mr., Parker’s observations were peculiarly inte-
resting. *

Singing—132nd Psalm— drise,” O King of
“Groce,? §¢. ©

The Rev. Dr, Walker (first Congregational
Church) 2ddressed the church and congregation,
from 1 Thess. v, 12,13, His discourse was emi-
nently faithful, The obligation of churches to respect
esteem, snd honour their pastors, t nfake suitable
provision for them, and in every way to promote
their comfort, and aid them- by zealous, prayerful,

-|and 4 sectarian,” in their views and feelings; and

co-opemﬁo’ﬂ:\\'ua dwelt on with much energy and
etlect.

S nging +—Chorus— Blessed be ¢he Lord God
of Israel,?? §e. “

The Doxology—after which the pastor pronsun<
ced the benediction.

Mr, Spalding’s labours have been already blessed
in the hopeful conversion of severni young persons.
May these “muicy diops'* be followed by a plen-,
teous chower ! c

PEDOBAPTIST LIBERATITY ESTIMATED 1.

-_—

To the Editor of the Christian Obsercer.
Sir,—It is frequently alleged against Baptists,
that they are *¢ narrow-mn:nded,” * strait-laced,”|

that, by their strict com:nunion polity, they dis-
credit the Christianity of all other religious com-
mnnities., :

Now, there is a certain vagueness and indeter-
minateness about these charges, from which our,
opponents draw’ a manifest advantage. inasmuch as
while they are too intangible for refutation, they
are sufliciently explicit and suggestive for all pur-
poses of disparagement, and readily convey to the,
minds of the timid and the credulous, just such an
impression of our spitit, and the tendency of our
views, as is most fitted to deter them from pursu-
ing an independent inquiry respecting the autho-
rity and sanction which Seripture accords them.
Such a resalt is probably regarded as a triumph,
and contemplated with satisfaction and compla-
cency by those who have acluevedit; but surely,
iu the case of every ingenuous and well-regulated
mind, this will be more than couuterbalanced by
the reflection, that’it has been won at the expense
oftruth and charity, and that ‘it can only be per-
petuated by repressing, or at least discouraging
freedom of enquiry..

“It is nopart of my present purpose to attempt a
vindication of our body aganst such charges.
Challenge us to produce Scripture warranty for
ought that we believe or practise, and we are pat
on our metal at once ; the traditionary spinit of an
ancient Protestantism is stirred within us; we be-
come eager, it may beimpatient, toenter the arena,
and measure strength with our antagonist, * hand
to hand, and foot to foot,”* but armed withno other
weapon than the “sword of the Spint;” by it we
test the faitb and practice of others, and m 3t we
confide 1o vindicate our own,

It may not, bowever, be inappropriate, and per-
haps not uninstructive, to devote a little attention
to the claims put forth by our assailants, to be re-
ganded as the possessors of a more enlarged libera-
lity, than pertains to ourselves.

Now, without layimg muchstress on the fact that
the principle acted upon by these sel(-saine parties,
isin exact accordance with that which guidesus for
they insist, as strongly as we can on the necessity
of baplism as a prerequisite to church fellowship
and communion at the Supper; and. would admit
none 10 a participation in these whom they deem
unbaptized—I think it may be made to appear
that there are citcumstances connected with their

ecdlesiastical polity and modesof procedure, which,.

[ when duly estimated, will go far towards invali~

dating these claims, and serve to shew how largely
they must draw on their own imaginations, and on.
the credulny of theiradherents, when they presume
to make them. MBublless tliere is considerable
variation intmen’s sentiments as to what liberality
is. For myself, my notion of Christian liberallty
comprises in it a Scadiness to yield a hearty and
spontaneous recognition to Christiun cxcellence,.
wherever we find it, reganiless of all distinction of
sect or party, coupled with a willingness to.coope~
rate with its poSsessors to the fullest extent, coma
putible with our obligations to our owa personal
conviction of Teurn, To go beyond this, to con=
form to, or symbalize with, practices which we
dcem erroncous, or to become in any way identified
with their maintenance and defence, would be, in
my judgment, to violate our own consciences and.
to become ¢ partakers of other men’s sins.”® These-
views, it will beseen, are not only compatible with,.
but absolutely oblige us to, the practice of strict
communion ; and herein lies ¢* the head and front
of our offending 3 this it is that is represented as.
the acme of intolerance and sectarianisin, the very
re plus ullre of bigotry. Pedobaptist .churches.
make it their boast that they are not thus restricted
in their fellowship—they gladly receive all that
Christ has received.  * Spiritual vitality,” iy their
“ only term of communionand fellowship.?> This
is a-sortof ad caplandem style employed in setling
forth their own cathalicity, in contrast with our
sectarianism, to which we are all familiarized, apd
might perhaps be in danger of being taken by it,
did we not happen to know the extremely pruden-
tial micasures which these communitics have
adopted to guard against certain contingendics
which, it is foreseen, might arise out of this ex~
tremely liberal policy.  Morcover, these measures
are not of a kind that bespeak the most generous
confidence in the pacific intentions of their allics,
nor yet just that sort of. catkolic indifference with
respect to the perpetuation of their own peéculiarie
tics, which some of their professious would secm to
traply-..

Let us suppose a case: a number of Bap-
tists join—say a Congregational church.. All, for
a time, goes on barmoniously. Mecanwhile, the
Baptist-element, like good leaven, has been work-
ing, and a considerable number of the members
have become impregnated with it, and it soon
transpires that the Baplists are in the majority.
Well, seeing that their attachment to immersion is,
at least,as strong as that of their brethren is to
sprinkling; and being, withal, the more numerous
party, they think that they are ent'ted to demand,
in common faimess, that as a church, they should
testify henceforth to. Baplist principies. In due
course a proposition to this cffect is submitted to
the whole body, and though it encounters opposi-
tion from the Bedobaptist portion of the members,
it is carricd by a.large majority, and at the same
time, an address couched in the most affectionate
and conciliatory terins is voted to the dissentients,
inviting them totake that position which the cheange
in their numerical relation of parties clesrly pointed
to, But no,instead of scquicscing in this prorosaland -
despite their stout volunfaryism, and professions of



