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tion it bas had throughout the English-
-speaking world. Vie appreciate its
value in our sanctum, and can recoxn-
=end it to, our readers and Friends
everywhere.
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Vihether it is the outgrowth of 50
rnany meetings of the Auxiliary Asso
ciations attacbed to our Society, or
wliether it is owing to the g-11neral de-
cline of a reverential spirit, I shall not
at.tempt to, decide, whien I call atten-
tion to the prevalence of unbecoming
behiavior in:our meetings for discipline,

The religious character of these as-
ýsembl:es teems to be lost sight of by
many who, froni tlîeir deportment wvhen
thus assembled, appear to regard them
as secular conventions for the trans-
action of business, without the neces-
sity for getting irito the quiet, or for
waiting tc> have the direction of the
Holy Spirit, in order to arrive at a true
judgment. or os Friends have been
wont to express it, 'ithe sense of the
meeting." This idea of secularity
seenis to be quite compatible with
levity of mnatnr, and mnuch conversa-
tion with smili>g and some laughing
while the weighty affairs of tle church
are under con ideration.

An aged man, an eIder, recently told
nie that in the Monthly Meeting, of
which be is a rnemher, there is much
caucusing %hile the mneeting is iii ses-
sion Three or four will get their heads
together and carry on a conversation,
or hold a confarence in a whispter, while
soni-one is speaking aztdi/1,bi hl
only the clerk is reading. In man)
,other meetings there is much of the
saine kind of behavior-

Another practice, which bas a bad
effect upon ihle meeting, is that of going,
unsunimoned, to the clerks' table, and

leaning over it to converse with the
clerk or assistant, without informing
the meeting as to the subject of the
conversation. It would seeni emin-
ently proper that if a meniber has
anything to communicate to the
clerk, hie should do it audibly, and
Llius making it a part of the business of
the mrnedng. The clerk and bis assis-
tants may have occasion to confer withi
each other, and may do so with entire
propriety ; but beyond these the occa-
sions should be few and far between
"that admit of anything being said in
the meeting that is not said to the mieet-
ing.

Every person in a meeting for discip-
line that takes a vocal part in the pro-
ceeding s should bear in mind that
when lie indulges in wvhisperine and
smiling between bis speeches-howeve r
good these niay be-be places a large
stunmbling block in the pathway of
those sulent ones, who greatly desire
the welfare of the Chur!-h, and who, re-
gard our meetings establisbied in the
order of Society as religious assem-
blies. H.
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T'his is a great age in which we live;
it is a great age intellectually, politi-
cally and miorally ; it is an age ivben
great scirrntific: questions are agitating
the nîinds of great men, and women of
ail civilized nations; it is an age wben
the 1olitical wvorld is seekine enthusi-
astically af er those factors which con-
stizute the heýt: forni of goverrnment
and the best Government; arnd neyer-
theltsi truel it is an age ivheti the
moral world and the religious powers
forni a potent factt.r in this uriiversal,
investigation ; therefore, it is an inter-
esting age. Vie find ourselvjes living in
a time when we .nay do a great antounit
of good; or failing to performi our
dutit..: we may do an equzl anîount of
harni, for we are ail participators in
soine degree in the great congress, be-


