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([ Commit to memory verses 7, 8.] "

1 And he sald unto Mo'ses, Come

| |up unto the LORD, thou, und Aa‘ron,

wdab, and A-bi'hu, d seventy

of the elders of Is'ra-el: and wore

ship ye afar off.

2 And Mo’ses alone shall come near

the LORD : but mu{ shall not come

nigh : neither shall the people go up

LESSON 1. GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISR\EL.

(duly 1,
basins; and half of the bluod he sprinkled on the
altar. o

7 And he took tbe book of the covenant, and read in
the audience of the people: and they said, All that the
LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient.

8 And Mo’ses took the biood, and sprinkled i’ on the
people, and said, Behold the blood of the coveuant,

| Which the LORD bath wade with you concerning all
these words,

with him, | 9 Then went up Mo’'ses, and Aa‘ron, Na‘dab, and

3 And Mo’ses came and told the |

people all the words of the LORD.and all the judg-
ments : and all the people answered with one voice,
and Inld‘ Al the words which the LORD hath said will
we do.

4 And Morses wrote all the words of the LoRn, and
vose up early in the morning, and builded an altar
wnder the hill, and tweive pillars, according to the
swelve tribes of Is'ra el

» And he seat young men of the ehildren of Is'ra-el,
which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace of-
ferings of oxen unto the LORD.

% And Mo’ses 100k half of the blood, and put i in

A-bi’hu, and seventy of the elders of Is"ra el ;

10 And they saw the God of I8'ra-el : and tere was
under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire
| stone, and us it were the body of heaven in Ais clear-

| ness,

! 11 And upon the nobles of the children of Is'ra-el he

! llrl'll not bis hand : ulso they saw God and did eat and
a

|

nk.

12 And the LoRp said unto Mo’ses, Come up to me
| fnto the mount, and be there : and I will give thee
i tanles of stone, and & law, and commandments which |
have written : that thou mayest teach them.

l :

General Statement.

From the mountain where the ascending Lord estab+
Hshed his Chureh our lessons take us back Afteen cellp
wries to the mountain where God organized his an-
elent Church. There is a closer relation thun appears
at frst glance, between these lessons. In one we see
Christ sending out his chosen people into the world; in
she other we see God calling his chosen people out of
the world, In both the Lord was manifested, snd in
both there was a promise of the divine presence with
his peeple. And each was precisely suited to the
aveds of the world at that time. In the earlier day,
there was need of some one people to recsive special
wraining, to be isolated from the world, to be taught di-
viue truths, to be disciplined and pruned and secourged
into fdelity, until they should be ready, and the world
should be ready, to receive the revelation of the
vae God, the one Saviour, and theone salvation. If the
eommand given by Christ to his diselpies on the mount-
ain in Galilee had been given to Israel at Mount Sinal,

- sot then fitted Lo proclaim it, nor were the nutions
of carth able w recefve it.  For ifteen centuries Israel
must be under fnstruction until *'a remnant " should
be developed into preparation for the gospel ministry,
and the whole world should be led out of blank dark-
ness into a morniug twilight of readiness for the new
covenant. For this high honor God chose the Is=aelite
stock of Abraham's descendants, partly to honor their
ancestor's faith, partly beeause in this race were the

ite sturdiness, indep , agressiveness, and

| religlous capacity. ‘They were chosen, not becanse
God loved them and hated the rest of the world : but
vecause. loving all men, God selected the people best
fitted to become his instraments in the ereat plan of
redemption. In this lesson we behold the Lord and his
people entering into covenant relutions under the most

{ solemn and fmpressive circumstances : the mountain
| smoking above, and the altar smoking below ; while
| the chosen representatives are permitted to gaze upon

the knowledge of the truth would have been lo<t out of* the glory of their Lord.

sie world fu less than a generation ; for the Israclites

Fxplanatory and Practieal Notes,

Verse 1. And he said, That fs, the Lord spoke to
Moses. By what means he spok jether by an in-
ward consciousness or an audible voles we know not
Uato Moses,  He had come down
with the people had ard the uite
wommandments ( 20, 21), and had then 4

.

2 o 248,
Lord. In order to impress anl instruc ¥
whom God had ehosen o his prople the deposit
of rellgious truth for the world, the Lord gave to them
a visible manifestation of his glory. Saren. lle was
the elder brother of Moses, and the frst high-prie [
Lsiuel,  He died on Mount Hor at the clos of the .
dering. Nadah and Abihw, The two oldest sons of
Auron, one of whom mizht have been his successor in
the priesthood if he had not trespassed in the ™ strange
fire.”” Lev, 1), Seventy of the elders. Perhaps a
round number for seventy-two, or six elders from each
wribe, representing the people. Waorship ye afar off,
They Were to ascend the mountain to a eertain height,
and there worship, while Moses should enter int) Cod's
fmimidiate presence. (1) Our privileqe is grecter, 0
ands into the immedidle presence of God in prayer.

2. Mosep alone, - Mosés'was permitted to go nearest
the divine glory, next was his assistant Joshua (ver, 13),
and at a further distance were the priests and elders.
shall ecome ne To act ns mediator between God and
the people,roceiving from God the message and transmit-
ung it to Israel. ‘They whall not come nigh, Aaron

and the elders, Neither shall the prople.  The peo-
pie were forbidden to come near the monnt, which rises
directly out of the plain, so that its walls can be
tonehed. Heb, 12, 18, This was to inspire them with a
reverence for God. 2 We can cpprach e Almighty
through a better Mediator than M wes.

%, Moses came, From the mountain, Told the
people. The laws and comm nd nents whieh he had
received in the mount. (3 God d livers the Gospel to
ws. not throngh his gervant, but thy wah his Son The
prople answered. Thus re:
mand with a_promise, and ¢
All the words_ . will we do,
cerely made, but not so faithfully kept. L ke
our vows o God move faithfully Ciin the Toaelites, as
our light is cleaver.

4. Moses wrote all the words, 7" 15 wus the begin-
ning of the written law, embracing & d-
ments and the precepts which follow them.

Moses probably wrote the historical portion-of Genesis
and Exodus, for which some documents were already
in his pos<ession. Rose upenrly, Having much work
to do, and taking advantage of the cool. portion of the
day. Builded an altar. Th)s was a pile of rough, un:
hewn stones, having earth within it. “The earth was
regarded as the real altar, and the stones as its case-

or. as it is now called, Ras Sufsaf+h, an abrupt mass of
rock rising out of the plain er Rahah, where it is uur
posed that the Israelites were encamped. Twelve plls

ment. Chap. 20, 24, 25, Under the hill,  Mount Sinal,
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