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sees the spirits whichi wvil one day live in the bodies of Ron-aii

kinscosusheroes and statesmen. Withi niasterly touches

iii Rornan history. Not oxily does hie display artistie power of
delineation, his insigslit into, the character of men and events is
even miore remarkzable. lie fully coniprehiended the spirit of
the Roman civilization, and hie lias described it in three hex-
aineter verses so fully and so accurately that the retrospeet of
nineteen centuries cannot change a word Quit hie wrote. Few
men can comiprehend thec genius of their own times, or the spirit
of their nations, or of conteniporaneous nations. liow difficuit
it would be to describe in three lines the genius of ifussia, or
of France, or tIe United States, or of Germiany. But Virgril
seized tIe spirit of the two -greatest civilizations of antiquity,
one at its cni ii is own day and the other passing below
the horizon. See hiow briefly, and yet how powerfully, lie con-
trasts tIe gyeins of Greece and of IRome.

De Excudeut cdlii spiraniffa 7nollius «era
Credo equidern, vi vos duceiit de inarinore voltu.s,
Oirabunt ca-iiast ine/ius, caelique ineatus
Deserjiben t radlio, et surgenticc sidera dicent."

QUiers, I ween, wvith happer grace
Fromn bronze or stone shall cal the face,
Plead doubtftîl causes, nap the skies,
And tell whien planets set or rise.

T ~u reycre imiperio populos, Roi. -1-, mernento;
J«e tibe crunit artes ; pacisque impoliere 7noren,
Parcere subjectis, et debellare suiperbos."

But ye, niy Romans, stili control
The nations far and wide ;

B3e this your genius-to impose
The rule of peace on vanquishied foes,
Shiow pity to the hlumbled soiil,

And crash the sous of pride,

2Eneas passes throngli the cavern of the Sibyl on ILake
Avernus into tIe 1oý, ar world. *When hie reaches the bank of
the Styx, that dark river separating tIe upper from. tIe lower
world, lie finds an innunierable host of spirits trying to gret
across tIe river. Good and bad throng along tIe shore and
begr tIe ferryrnan for a passage over.

"Eaclh in pathetie suppliance stands,
So inay lie first be ferried o'er,

Axîd stretches out bis lpless bauds
Iii yearning for the further shore;

The ferrymnan, austere and sterm,
Takes thiese and those iii varying turn,
While other soixie lie scatters wvide,
And chiases fromn the river side."
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