
from the written, ail of them would have beon autticis. Be.
sides, in w'riting, the Aposties nowhore give a complote sum.-
mary of wvhat is icesr to bc bel icved. Thioy addroess then-
selves to individas or to local churches in order to strengthen
tlicr in tho doctrine recoived from their, mou ths, oir
fromn minister> ordained by thom. St. Mathew wvas thc first
to tako penn ii aud. lus Gospel was written seven yoars af-
ter our Lord 0vu actohaven; so that the poolr CIhurch of
Ohrist had to exist seven years withouit a single line of' the
iRule of Faith ! St Mark wrote about ton years after the As-.
cension. Su. Luke about twenty-five. St. John did not finish
-ivriting tili the, ton last years of thefirst ecntury: that is about
ferty years alter thp period wvhen St Paul wrote to the Romans:
" Your fith is, spolzen of iu the o ~Ild." So the Church estab-
lishied by Christ had lived nearly ene hundred years before tho
-Gospel wvas completpd. Now î.Ileo me te asic you, deiùly he-
lovedIbrthr-en, can any ene have se little heart, or judgment se
per-verted as te deuiy tho title ef Christians te these followers
of' the Savieur ivlo lived between the eetabliah ment of' tho
Church, and ici finishing ef the Gospels? 1 hope net, for
they arc tho first rui t ef the bloed of* Jesus, and sealed their
«believe with Lheir lives. The primitive Christians were in al
resnects ourrmodels. But hewdid they acqui-e thelkuowledge
of ;vi1at w'as necesstry for Salvatien ? Net from the Gospel;
for as we have seen they were net yet completed. They knew
it precisely, beloved brethiren, in the saine mannet' that yen
atnd I knew it. They knew it from the teaching of the infal-
lible Churceh of God, divineiy commissioncd by the spirit ef
truth te give testimony cencerning the doctrine of the IRe-
deenier, and -net only vested with the pewer of iaying certain
writted matter before us as the werd of God, but enjoying as
well the exclutsive privilage of dofining it.ý truc mening. Bt
lot uts gro further up the path of history, and we shalH Oc that
for over three, hundred years the faithful did net know what
writings i'eally made up the Gobpels, and henee could niet take
the Bible for a rie of* Faith. In the fir8t ages of thc Church
many Ihî1se Gospels and spuirious Episties wcrc wvritten. No
one Qould tebtity te the inspiration ef' this or that book. Even
the Iearned were at a losb te know -%'hece the pr-eferonce
should ho given te the Gospels of N\icoden)us or te that of
IMatthew, te tht, Gospel of th iif*C Jniucy of'Jesus or te that of
St. John. They neectcd bome witne.sses outside of the Gospels


