
TRE RIL CANADIAN.

Young plants. If coarse manuro wore te bo urod,
the resulte would not bo Be immoa;ato. in nain
liquid, tho nutriment was talion up at onoo by tho
soil. It wae in ahapo to mako ail ita fortiiring
power available ne aoon as applied, and tho plant
with whoe reoto. it ame iu contact rocoivcd
vaetly more bonefit from ft in ite oarly stages of
growth than it would have rocoivod from manure
which muet undorgo Boule chomioni change bofore
it bocomes a part of tho oil. «'Tis,' pointing to
the manure iu tho sheds, -for by.and-by. This,'
pointing te the tank, ' for to-day.'

COW-MLLKING BY A CHINER Y.

Varions dovioes have beau triait with a view te
dispenBing withi the slow nd laborione methoa of
hand-milking. Tubes have beon inserted in the
tena, ana rabber irnitatiou of the gra8p ef the
caws mouth bave been attemptea, but tliugh
those plane bave been partially iiccosstul, su far
as drawing the milk ia conuornced, tb "y have in
the ana proved failliras. Either they do flot
strip clean, or thoy inflet injury on the udider.
Most experienced dairymon havu but aight ex.
pectation that milking by machinery will aer bo
accompliehoed. Still, in thîs wonderful ago, it i
difficult te tell what ia impossible.

OT'ERTOIL F OR WEAL7'H.

It ie difficuit te underetand for ivhat object
many people-and thero are some fermera in the
number--are working se hard. They have
enough and te spare, both for themelves and
those who are te corne atter them. Dr. Dio Lewis,
iu the Golden Ritde, sketohes the hietory of a man
wvho began lite poor, etruggled auccesefully to geL
on, na died at eixty worth hait a million. Few
men suer workod Bo bard, and few wore over so,
woru eut at threeecore. Dyspeptic, nervous,
wretohed, ho conetantly longea for reet ho could
net obtain; and doath was net unwelcome, hie
liad become se weary et lite. A diseipated son
and two gay, holpiose doe ef daugliters are deing
their boat te equandor thoir father's hard-won
wealth. Tho doctor wiseos thie ilpoor rieli
man '" coula rap ont or otherwiso couvey his
presont opinion et hie earthly career.

8KETOHES OF' CA NA DIN WILD BIRDS.
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THE CA>NADIAN ?MOCRINO- IIRD.

'fli vocal and imitative powers of the Inoeking.
bird have long beon a thenie for the puet and the

* admiration of the naturalibt. There are 6everal
varietios ef the nxocking-bird tipeciea, but theoe
commun tu thia country, and usually called the
eat bird, is about ton luches in leng'th, the tail
boing remarkably long. Its plumage lasaooty.
blaok, except the wings and tail, whîch have a
deepor hue, tho bill ana uyea aise are deop black.
IL frequentzs Lhlck ehrubberies, vineyard8, and the
willow-oovered margine ef creoka, ana sooke tho
meet concealodl spot for its reting place, though
it ofton visite gardons, orchards, an& the bordera;
et the wods ini search et food. The female huilas
ber neet near the greund, among thick buehlea or
evergroen sbruba, wbore it is weil concealed from
observation. it la constructed ef brambles, dry
weeds ana icaves, comeutod with mud, ana Lit
ith fine roote »'nddry grass. The ý.ggs, four in

number, are of a dloep green oleur, ana two
broodi are sometimes raied in the Bason. They
are strongly attachaid te their noet4 and the affec-
tion which they exhibit towarde their Young is
nurpassedl by any of the featbered race. Thoy
are very diligent in enpplying tbom wlth food,
ana should tboy bc expoait te danger they will,

in trying te dofond thom, encountor the utmoat
hiazard, ecemiiig almoet straugers to fuar, ana ex
ereieing ail thoir arts te drive or draw off the lu.
vnder. The vocal powera ot tho maie bird are
groat. Tho notes ef ile blaokbird, the eong et
the thrueh, tlie robin, tho grosbeak, ana the
warblo et tho canary, tho cal! of the anipe, as wol
as tho solos et alher birds, and oven tho ories ef
sumu aimais, tire ail succoestfuly imitated, in-
torminiod with othor notes pcculiarly its ewn.
IL net only -Bino aud imitates with deceptiveoze-
actnese, but ecerne te dance nt the soao time,
bopping from branch te braii, as if kooping
time te the muebo ef its veico. It Ofton deceives
personp by imitating the mowing et a kitten iu
pain, and as aoon as it ie approaehed, oithor d,.rts
off through tho thiok brushwood, or bogine te
warble sumo other notes, apparontly dolighted lu
tliua dccciving the human car. IL aise sceme te
talie picasuru in Leasing otiier biràb by liuitating
their love-cails or notes et distrusa, and as soozq
as they appruaeh terrifies them by the scrcam of
soeof tho hawk tribo. Wbîlo hay.making l in
pregresa, it aumnetimos visit8 the meaduws noar iLs
haunte, ana occasionaily sattles tho fermer by iLe
cat-liko catIs, and othier peculiar notes. Thius
species is in genoral eolitary iu its habits, its
unovoments are quiek, its fiigbt rapid, but short,
ana it feede on insects, bernies and scoe. it
niakes its appoarance in Ontario in May, and dis-
appona again in September.

THlE AMBRICAN nOBIN.
This intoresting and faimiliar bird is generally

regarded ini Canada as the barbingor of epning,
although, in soma parts, tho blue bird makas an
carlier appoarauco. In the contrai parte et On.
tarie it dea net, as a noIe, arrive until tho carly
part et April, but it is often accu lu March, and
aven in Febrtuary, on the banke et the St. Law-
rance and tho shores et the great lakes. In the
summer season it le fonnd t.hroughout the groater
part ot the temporaLe regions et Norbhi America,
baing Lelerably abundant from bbc regions
south et the Ohie river te those anound
Hudson's Bay. It bas been feuud te
neet as; far uorth as the fifty-sixth de-
grec ef uorth latitude. "The firat bird seen
by me," says Audubon, « àwben I stepped upon
the ruggea shores oftLabrador, wua the robin, and
hie j oyfui notes were the first that sauted my ear.
Large pithes et snew stili dappled the surface et
that wild country, and albhough vogotation wae
partially renowed, the chilliness et the air wae se
pcculiarly penotrabing that it bronght te the mid
a fuarfLal anxioty for the future. The absence of
trues properly 80 called, the barron aspect et Lu11

around, and the sombre mautle ot the mountain-
eu8 distance that hang aleng the hurizou, cxcited
the meet melaucholy feelings, and i could ôearce-
ly refrain from shed ling tours when I heard the
soug et the robin, sant thora as if! te reconcieu me
te my situation. That song brought with iL a
thousand pleasbng associations et the beloved land
ot nuy yeuth, and acon int;pired me witb a resola-
tien te pereere in my bazardous enterpniso.

The robin je a constant and beautiful singer.
His laya are modest, but lively, and otten et con-
siderablo pewer; the vivacity ana siinplicity of
bie aeng caunot fail te choir tho mind ef the lis-
touer, aud fill it with ploasiug omotions. m-
medliately upon hie arrivai bore in spriag, while
the air la still cold, aud patelhes et the garb et
wintar ebil linger atound the fonces, aud sparkle
like diamodas in the brillant sunehine, the soft
and tender but animated meledy et the robin la
heard ochoing tbreugh the wooda, oz~ iesuing fnom
the erchard trees, causing a birill et deliglit in
the beart et the listoeor. Everyone knowe the
robin ana bis long ho la geuerally cherished by
old ana Young; and should be protectod by ail

with aurions caro. tow atinosphorie changes lu
terrupt bis song, lu wot aud cloudy weathor, as
wolI as lit theocoar eunehino, w1luto the tomale je
terming ber nest and Inoubating ber oggs, porcbod
on a fonce-top, or some dotacohed troc lu the
fieldu, ho givos vent te hie happy feelings lu tho
ewoot toue8 et bis over-wcomo Boug. Iu Miay,
when the bobs8, cow-cabbage, and wild flewerg are
peoping forth in ovory part et tho reanimated
woods; when tbe teathor wood le coveod with
yeilow bloom, and tho dog-berry aud eider are lu
bioasom; whon the sap ef the maplo troc bas
coaed te flow, aud iLs rad bude are nxpauding
jute bcaves, aud many other plante, assuming thoir
aumsmer livery, have baniehod the diemal m'.pcoL et
winter, and the thnderiug souinds ef tho creeke
and wator-courses have sank te a geublo unurmur
as tboy nipplo onward tewards thuir parent occan,
aud nature lu ail the varied and charunng beautie8
ef epring prumîst:r plsure sudl abunauce te tho
wvhole ceation, iL la thun, capoomally lu the early
morning Leours, that th i org ofthub robin le heard
te Uic boat advantage, as if ho wcre aurionsa te
shuw the buman family h18 gratitude fgr the ahel
ten afforded l'y the foncesand tho sur .jundinge et
thoir dwdilinga, where ho ottun takes Up bis sum-
mer residence, lu prefer, ne Lu thc wiid scencry
et hie native woods.

The survoyor aud tbe pioncer find the robin in
tho baebwoods, aud thougli Uic progrosa et civil-.
zation may caube a treeloss farm or busy town
te occupy tbc site et bbc trachbcess tercet, yet it
dees net, like ethers et iLs race, forsako ite native
honicstead, but year aftr year returne at tbe
voice et spring te bhe same vicinity, aud mabes
iLs neet as reail on the farm tance or in bbc
eliade trocs ef thc pepulous tewn, as it dees in the
wild woods, whore the foot et man may have
nover troddon. The robin, when takion yeung and
carefully supplia with suitable food, j8ecaaily do-
mcsticated, aud singe well in a stateofe confine-
ment. A Canadian writcr, speaking ef the robin
as a song bird, ays: "«A gentleman informed
me that ho hiadt oue et these birda in a cage,
wbich net oniy sung exquieiteiy, but rendered
ijuite perfectly a number et airs, exccuting thc
dlfferent and rspid passages lu an easy, gracetul
style, putting iu thc variations and modulations
w-lUi fine effect. Ho toldl me that ha hadt aiways
bea fend et singing birds, and bofone coming te
thie country ba a number et lanke and thruehlea,
but hoe did net hasitate te say that thie bird was
the hat singer that ho bail ever beard or seen."
The robin, notwlthstanding iLs innocent aud
poacotul character, lias te reckau man among iLs
woret enemies;. for otten wbiie bhc poon bird je
warbling porbapa bis first eong atter his retuz,
from his winter ex1l &0 bie native band, ho la ahot
dowï by some hearticas gunner. Laws have beau
enactedi la Canada lu order te prevout the de-
struction et useful birda, but tu a great extent
theso law8 are disregarded. Besidea man, owls,
hawke, crows, jays, cas, squirrele and other ani
mais conspire in dirainishing "e numbor uft L,
red-brcaeted sengeters, and at tbc migratery
peniode etten appear in large floaks. In October
these birds bogin their migratory mevemi;nts te-
wards thc south, aud during the w-inter menthe
tbey are tound iu ail directions and lu great nurs-
bers in the Sontheru States. Soma few, how-
even, are stiti feuud a Ontario, until the first fait
et auow and the celd blas et November pro-
dlaim that winber bas finally sot in, aud instinces
are known la whieh sobitary laviduals have beau
seau bu tbe wioods as bite as tbe New Year, and
as early as February. The fiight et the robin la
pretty rapid, at bimos greatly eîevated, sud cap-
ableofe being long 8ulitained. At tho period ot
thoir general uiiigrations thoy movo in loose floches
over a sque et several hundra miles, aud at a
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