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THE DEFICITS IN THE FUNDS.

MR. EDITOR,~Gaod has peopled the
world with many mullicns, Mitlions of these
know not Christ, It was so when He was
in the world. For the numbers man is not
responsible. Jesus said ** Make disciples of
all nations.” Thisis tobe done by His
methods : * preaching, teaching, healing.”
God has not setus a time in which itis
to be done. Our duty is not measured by
the number of the unsaved. Arithmetical
calculations do not supply our motives for
mission work. We are not to take on our-
selves responsibility which belongs to God.
‘To tell a poor man or congregation that
there are a billion of unsaved men means
nothing to him or them. They are not re-
spounsible for this. These unsaved oaes are
to be saved by those who are saved. The
motive of the saved to do this work is the
same which moved Jesus to save. This
motive works irrespective ol numbers. To
put other motives in the place of this is to
mystify and to divert men from the truth.
Obnly by saved men can the Church save
others. God’s method is, therefore, in our
eyes a slow one. Butit is the only one that
has His sanction. All this arithmetic by
which we are staggered in mission appeals
is largely wasted. It only creates impatience
and despair. Toappeal to wrong motives
confuses and ends in nothing, So the use
of wrong methods ends in harm to the cause
of Christ. The result of exaggerated state-
ments of duty and respousibility is reaction.

W e seem to be suffering from a reaction
of feelingin all our Church work. What
we need is a rational biblical statement of
our respousibilities in the mission field, and
also the pleading of the true motive. At
home or abroad there is only so much we
are asked or expected by God todo. Tell
us what that is and what our motive should
be, and we will try todo it. A mere ukase
from a committee or convener has oo effect
on the heart.

The heart is not cultivated by arithmetic
or assessments of so much per member.
Cultivation is slow woik and continuous
work. The people are open to conviction.
The people are not to blame for deficits.
Wrong motives presented to them and
wrong methods are partly to blame. The
sources of liberality are love, and sympathy,
and humility, and confidence among
brethren, and knowledge, and the spirit of
Jesus Christ breathing through the com-
mittees and church courts. The cause of
deficits is substitating for these arithmetic
and assessments, and the utter lack of love
and sympathy between the powers and the
people.  Possibly also an utter ignorance
of the spending of-the money, and a ground-
less fear that itis not wisely spent. We
not only need a revival of vital godliness but
also of vital manliness. A greater mutual
respect and sympathy and bucrying of self
among the ministers, and the laying aside
of the idea of infallibility as belonging to
either men or methods. More patieoce,
love, brotherly kindness, breadth, more of
13th of 1st Connthians, everywhere,

Such at least is the view of one who is
working as he can under a shower of
seventy-five outside appeals, and as many
inside ones, to all of which the people are
responding as they can, but yet there i1s a
deficit. A COUNTRY READER.

P, S.—Number of appeals ina small
church with 120 contributors.

1. Foreign Missions.

1. Throngh congregational
quartesly collection.

2 Through W. F, M. S, Mission Band,
junior Mission Band.

3. Addresses of missionaries, special col-
lectioons, three.

4. Thaok offering meetings, two.

5. Sale of material for missions.

6. Contributions of clothing for missions.

I1. Home Missions.

1. Ordinary quarterly collection.

2. Special collection, one.

3. Contributions of clothing. .

4. Contribution from C, E. society.

society

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

III. Colleges, special appeals from Mani-
toba, Knox, Queéen's, Montreal ; ordinary
contribution. Private subscription to Kaox
at time of jubilee.

IV. Freuch Evangelization.

1. Ordinary, 2. Contribution to Point
aux Trembles,

V. Other general schemes,\WV, F.; A, and
I. M.F;A F.

V1. Bible society. Tract society.

VI1l. Special congregational charities.

VIIL. Contributions from Sunday
School, Bible class, C. E. society for Sab-
bath school missions and local funds.

1X. Coutributions by sale and direct for
church debt.

X. Special collection for special case of
charity.

XI. Contnibutions for Presbytery and
Synod fund.

XII. Contributions for the support of the
church. Then there are the other local
special appeals ot different kinds.

How can the contribution to any one
object be large whea it requires much effort
even to pay the salanies of the congregauion?

The congregation gives a teoth of its
income, but it is difficult to reach everything
with it.

THE GUFORTH MEETING.

The Presbyterian coogregations of
Saugeen Presbytery hav: been highly
favored, in being visited by one of our
honored missiouaries, viz, the Rev. Jon-
athan Goforth of Honan, China. The
population of Honanis about ten million
souls, It requires moral and physical
courage to enter upon such a work in the
face of beathen supeistition and hatred.
The Chinese asa people are proud of their
ancestral religion, customs and educational
institutions. They have an intense hetred
of foreigners, especially ot those who come
to plant a new religion amongst their peo-
ple. It the missionary is brave; sois his
wife who cheerfully accompanies him,
Thiok of an educated Christian lady going
forth to live among such 2 people, notina
sea-board city where there are many Europ-
ean and American residents, but to a far
inland city, town or village where no foreign-
crs have ever been seen before ! Such is the
experience Mr. and Mrs. Goforth had to
pass tbrough, as well as those noble men
and women who are associated with them
in this vast inland mission field. Does any
one ask for prootof moral heroism. Here
itis. Two of these have fallen at their post
within a few days of each other. Miss Dr.
Clark and Mrs. Malcolm. Both of them
were filled with enthusiasm and burning zeal
for the Master’s cause. Dr. Smith is now
at home recruiting his shattered health that
he may return to his great field of Jabor to
literally open the eyes of the blind, to un.
stop the ears of the deaf, to apply the heal-
ing art under the ditection of the great
Physician of soul and body.

Mr. Goforth is setting an example
which the writer deems of immense im-
portance, viz,, to visit copgregations
here in Canada, wbich are not along side
railway stations. How often do we find
city, town and village congregations visited
again and again, while the country charges
are over looked. This will apply in no
small measure to otber agents of the Church
a. well as to missionaries. It does not pay
to pass by the country charges even if they
are outside of the usual routes of travel, and
run along the beaten pathway of city, town
aund village churches. Mr. Goforth, true to
the unselfish impulse which characterized
his first going out to the great unbroken
field of Honan, is now visiting country
charges which have seldom if ever been

visited by a foreign missionary before, and

electrifying old and young with his eloquent
addresses, and doubtless fruit will be reaped

"ere long in increased contributions to the

fund, and what is far better in sowing seed
that will develop and call forth instruments
of God's own choosing to go forth and
witpess for Christ in far off lands. The

politician takes good care not to pass by
the country settlements during an election
campaign.,  * The children of this world
are wiser in their generation than the
children of light.” Cox.

THE JEWS OF MONTREAL.

MR. EDITOR,—Permit me to draw the
attention of the wide circle of the readers of
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN to the mission
in behalfof the Jews of Montreal. Mr.
Newmark, a young man eminently qualified
because of his Jewish birth and education, as
well as his Christian character and devotion
to the work, has been engaged for over three
years in this effort in behalf of his former co-
rehgionists. The work has beea very difhi-
cult, wealthy, influential Jews have opposed
it; money has been spent to destroy it;
petty persecutions are resorted to to make it
fuitless. The enemy has not been wholly
successful.  During these years many
hundreds of Jews have had the claims of the
Messiah pressed u pon them personally, and
in the mission hall several young men
have openly confessed their faith in Jesus
and there are others ready to take the same
step when deemed wise to do so. Many
bave had gospel truths left 10 their minds
and have been shown that the consistent
Jew must become a Christian, That seed
will bear fruit in due time. The work is
done through evening classes, special study
of the prophets, Gospel addresses on Sun-
day, house to house visitation, personal con-
versation, reading room, distribution of
Scriptures and pamphlets.

Oae of Mr. Newmark's greatest trials is
the apparent lack of interest on the part of
Christian people in this mission. Whyis
this? Possibly it is because they arenotin-
formed regarding the work., Surelyit is
not because we care not for the evangeliza-
tion of the Jews One of the best ways of
giving information is to have Mr. Newmark
visit a number of our congregations and pre-
sent the claims of his work. Arrabngements
might be made by which bhe could spend a
few weeks in Ontario in pleading the cause
of God’s ancient people. Those whose
hearts may be moved to help in this work
should send their contributions direct to the
Rev. Dr. Reid, Toronto. May 1 suggest
that all our sessions and missionary associa-
tions bear this important mission in mind
when they are distributing their missionary

funds duning the next few weeks. Further
ioformation wil be gladly given by the
undersigned. F. M. DEWEY.

16 Stanley Street, Montireal.

TORONTO CITY MISSION.

MR EDITOR,~Permit me in a few words
to call the attention of your readersto this
mission, its work and needs. The monthiy
meeting of the directors was beld on the
alternoon ofthe 6.h ult., in the Board room
of the Y. M. C.A. The financial statement

showed the mission to be in great need of

funds which, itis to be hoped,will not be with.
beld by the friends of the Mission. Mu.
Laine’s appointment as agent to secure sub-
scriptions for the work was cocfirmed.

The missionaries, Messrs. Robt. Hall and
Jas. Currie, presented their monthly reports,
During November $13.60 were expended
and 34 garments were supplied to those in
need. The missiqnaries look for a trying
winter among the poor, and will be glad to
receive donations for this purpose.

Several conversions were reported, and
incidents related showing the necessity of
such work and that God is biessing his word
among the people, The several prisons were
visited, also various charitable institutions in
the city. A special vote of thasks were ac-
corded to Old St. Andrév’s Church, Ladies’
Aid Society for the very generous donation
of clothing to be distributed among the poor
during the coming winter.

A. J. GEIKIE, Secretary.
Toronto.
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Christian Endecavor.

4 CHRISTIAN'S PROBLEMS AND
LERPLEXITIES.

REV, W, § MACTAVISH, B.D., ST. GEOKGE,

(A4 gquestion box meetsing suggested.
Jan, 20— Kags vit2-34 ; Luke xi: 31 3 ii ¢ 4647,

We are face to face with a problem when
we ask ourself what this topic means, or
what was the intention of those who assign-
ed :t. It may be said that this topic should
be taken up inopen meetng, and that
snswers should be given to questions in the
question-drawer, But the writer ofthese
notes has had nu questions subnutted to
him, and yet this columu must be filled. It
may be, 100, that when the leader comes to
the meeting he will fiud, un lookiug into the
drawer, that thete are no questions therein.
What then 1s to be dune ?

We can at least admit :hat the Christian
may meet with sirange probiems and per-
plexitie:, Job, David, Hez kiah und Martha
were all cootionted with difficult problems.
Men of strong faith, such as John the
Baptist and Martmn Luther, have struggled
with perpiexiues. It wowd be protitable to
read the bwgrapines ot these individuals
and sce how their problems were solved,
and how their perplexities were removed.
Instead, however, of pursuing this course
we shall constder some of the problems
which the Chnistian 15 confronied with, and
the perpiexities which embarrass him.

One of the most  serious problems that
ever comes up for solution i3 this :—~Why 1s
1t that the wicked often prosper 1o their
wickedness, while Goa’s children are some-
times compelled to livea life of poverty ?
Twc men, the one a sincere Christian and
the other an unscrupulous unbeliver, may be
doing business side by side. The Christian
conducts his business hoaestly and bonorab-
ly ; the other resorts to all manaer of con-
temptible subterfuges. The Chnistian,
though he may be loved and respected, can
scarcely make ends meet ; while his un-
believing neighbor, though he may be
feared or dispised, amasses a fortune. Oae
acquainted with such facts as these isin-
clined to ask : Is there a moral Governor
in the universe ? 1fso, why does He per-
mit such things 2 Thisisan old problem.
Asaph wrestled with it, and probably as
good a solution of it as was ever given was
the one subi:ted by him. He bad studied
it apparently for a long time, but finally
light came. Let him speak for himself.
(Ps, Ixxiii : 16 20).

Aunother problem, 2kin to the preceding,
comes to the Christian for solution when he
sees the poor and helpless oppressed by
great and wealthy corporations. He sees,
for example, that a- laboring maa must
either give up his situation, or else do
viglence to his conscieauous scruples by
working on the Sabbath day. When this
comes under the notice of 3 Christian, he is
almost forced to ask. If God be just, why
does He not let loose the thunderbolts of
His wrath upon those who would compel
others to wantonly desecrate His holy day ?
When a Christian is confronted wih this
question, perhaps he cadnot do better than
meditate for a Iittle upon the parable of the
Wheatand Tares. Then he will discover
that if God does not pay at the endof the
week, at the end He always pays. Some-
time, somewhere, He will vindicate His
own cause.

Agaio, the Christian may be constrained
to ask bimself why it is that God's people
sometimes have to endure great trials and
affictions.  Perhaps this question can
never be satisfactoniy answered, but there
are passages of Scripwure which thraw con-
siderable tight upon 1. In the Epistle to
the Hebrews we are told that it 1s because
they are God’s children, and because He is
dealing with them as children‘that they are
chastened or disaphined (Heb, xu : 3—12).
If, after a careful siudy of this passage, the
Christian 15 still  perplexed, he will have to
content himself wib the assurance which
was once given by Christ to the Apostle
Peter—** What I do thou koowest not now,
but thou sbalt know hereafter.” .

Itis instrucuive to recall how Christian
and hopeful made their wav out of Doubting
Castle. Christian said, ** What a fool am I
to lie in this dunogeon when I may as well
walk at liberty ! I have a key 1a my bosom
called Promise, that will, ¥ am persuaded,
open auny lock in Doubting Castle.” At the
suggestion of hopeful he took itout and
opened one lock after another.

It is no lessinstructive to remember that
the womea who came to the sepulchreof
Christ on the morning of His resurrection
had their perplexities removed by simply
recalling the words of Jesus. John “ae
Baptist 1a his perplexity sent word to Jesus.
Ris disciples ia their time of trouble went
and told Jesus.



