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W E h ave read and heard a good deal about re-
vivais and speciai services of one kind and

another during the past year, in différent parts of the
church. One good way to show that these revivals
were genuine works of grace would be to send an
additional fifty or hundred dollars to Dr. Reid for
missionary purposes. A revival that does flot go
down into a man's pocket fails to touch him in one
of the most vital parts.

THE Hamilton lady who asked last week whether
Tthe part of Toronto and Hamilton that

was à stirred to its depths" by the eloquence of Dr.
Gordon, Dr. Pierson, arnd others wouid do anything
practical, put a timely and important question.
There is a growing feeling in the church that the
94stirring" part of missionary work is getting out of
proportion with the giving part., On the 3oth day
of next April when Dr. Reid closes his books, it wili
flot be hard to tell how much the convention was
worth from a financial point of vuew.

IF the Presbyterian Church must have a heresy
trial next june it is to bc hoped that the

Supreme Court will flot have to struggle against
alieged heresy and deficits at the same time. Men
of the world wili be sure to say that a church that
does flot pay its missionaries is flot in a good posi-
tion to defend the Bible. The good book calîs for
seif-derijal, self-sacrifice ; it commands us to send
the gospel to everycreature and explicitly deciares
that its Divine Author loves a cheerful giver. A
serious deficit in our mission funds will go a long
way towards lessening the effect of any deliverance
the Assembly may give on a question of doctrine.
People flot by any means infidels wili say the man

thing for them and it is nothing more than justice
that they should have time and opportunity for
refiection and repentance. Some modern politi-
dians seemn to mistake worrying their own leader

J or independence.

THE CANADA PRE-SBYTE',RIAN.

T EBritish Weekly seems' to take a consider-
Hable amount of interest in Dr. Pierson and

is movements. In a recent issue the Weekly r-
ýys:

An American in London who says he is a friend of Dr. bq
>ierson, writes that Dr. Pierson has been preackuing regularly n
a the Oxford Presbyterian Church, Philadeiphia, which is at i
resent without a minister, and that he is flot abusing confi-
lence when he says that it is hoped that he will becomne ki
)astor. Our correspondent further affirnis that Dr. Pierson hi
Las flot been immnersed, and will not be. Arftongst Dr. Pier- le
en's friends at the Metropolitan Tabernacle a different 'm- ai
ression prevails, and if it is wronz it is a pity Dr. Pierson

hould not set them right.O

Ve have pretty good authority for saying that Dr.
>ierson has not been immersed. Whether it is his0
Luty to make a formai announcement to that effect
ýs a matter which, wc presume. must be left to the
judgment of Dr. Pierson himself. s

T H E retirement of the Hon. C. F. Fraser from P
public life is a distinct loss to Ontario. For c

about twenty years he managed the great spending s
iepartmnent of the Ontario Government without ac
single stain on biis record. He took the high ground r
that a minister of state should not only be person-
ally honest but should keep other hands out of the s
public chest as well. DurinZ the time he has been r
minister of Public Works millions have been expend- i
ed by his department but his administration of
affairs has been absolutely free from scandai. Thati
is a good deal to be able to say in a country in which
so many scandais reai and imaginary arise in and 1
around the chief spending department of goveru-
ments. It is said that the hon. gentleman differs 1
from his coileagues on certain public questions and
it is assumed that the givring of the ballot ta separ- i
ate schools is one of them. It . is nat unlikely 1
that prohibition and the franchise for women have
as much ta, do with the matter as the ballot. What-
ever the issues may be let the retîring minister get
credit for the good he bas done. The people of this
country are quite willing enough to blamne a public
servant when hie goes wrong, or even when they only
think hie has gone 'wrong, but they are not al
50 wiliing to give public men credit for long and
valuabie services. Mr. Meredith did honour ta him-
self and his party when hie expressied the hope that
the splendid abilities of the retiring minister would
still be utilized in some way for the good of the
country.

THE Presbyterian Church in Canada cannet
norafford ta recali a single Foreign missionary,

nrgive up a Home Mission station that is needed
t etthe wants of our people. To do either' of

these things would invoive a ioss of prestige that
could flot fail to injure the church. We made a
good deai of noise about the union of '75. At ail
events there was a good deal made whether Pres-
byterians made it or not. We are always taiking
more or iess about aur «"Fathers," our orthodoxy,
Our " time-honored symbols," our «"system of church
government,"our "martyred ancestors," our "geducated
ministry " and variaus other persons and things. The
Pani-Preshyterian' meeting was a great demonstra-
tion. The recent Foreign Mission Convention
bulked largely in the newspapers and was pleasant
enough to attend. Are we in the face of ail this
publicity to have such a deficit in aur Mission
Funds thiat our foreign work will be cérippled and
Our Homne missionaries pinched for want of the

Forum Hall, is doing a good work among people
apt in a great city to, be forgotten. It needs money
to help it in its work and to obtain it the commit-
tee of direction proposes holding a concert on Tues-
day of next week, the 13th inst., in Forum Hall, for
which, for the sake of its object, we bespeak a large
attendance.

[March 7th, 1894-

0OUR S YSTEM OF ED UcATION.

FHE Week is doing a great public service inicalling attention, as it is now doing, to Our
oasted systemn of education. Wherever anc
nakes inquiries, at parents, teachers, school
,spectors, one finds ch'iefly complaints of one
zid or another, but chiefly of the altogether toO
eavy burdens which it lays upon the young, its end-
ess tasks, examinations and promotions, and the in-
dequate returns which, so far as can bc seçn, are
)btained (rom thiq lauded, incomparable systelfi.
n the Week, of February ninth, is an article by
NIr. A. H. Morrison, a teacher of long experience ini
>ur different grades of schools, lower and higher,
Nhich, though over-pessimistic as a whole, we should
ay, yet contains so much wholesomne truth and
varning that we lay some extracts (romn it before
<ur readers. Quoting frorn an article by Professor
vlahaffy, of Trînity College, Dublin, on IlSham'Edu-
cation," hc applies some of its statements to Our-
selves with how much tru thfulness wc leave every
one ta iudge for himself. We regret only that the
picture is s0 life-like:

" The resuits point with certainty to this conclu-
suon : that the progress of the race, though
real, bas nat kept pace with the outlay of the treas-
ure and toit in public instruction and competition.
Our youth is flot more vigaraus or perfect, though
it may be taught mnany more things. The quantity
of teaching, both in hours and subjects, is damaging
the quality ; instruction is in-peding education.
In fact, the main feature of the modern system iS
hurry, and hurry is fatal toalal good training..-

"lSa far, then, the theory, as put into practice, is
not verifying the ioud promises of the theorists, and
there is even a possibility, which some would cail a
hope, that human nature will some day rebel against
this terribly increasing burden of aur youth, and
abolish it, as aur Governmenat bas abotished the
fêtes of Juggernaut in India....

"'The second point established is this, that if we
make haste with aur instruction, we are sure, not
only ta, spoil it, but ta destroy the education which
it ought ta convey ; mnoreover, we create a new
ocrop of physicai and mental evits ta take the place of
those we are striving ta remove.' Take the clearest
case. Is it a gaod bargain ta have a boy or girl
highly instructed and eminently successful in the
competition of tife, but shattcred in health, and re-
suiting in a splendid failure ? Let it be rememnber-
cd that there may bc innumerabie cases not sa
signal, and yet af the same kind-yau ng people
dam aged in sight, still more damaged inu insight, en-
tering the world weary and duil of mmid, with aIl
their vigaur and elasticity gone. They mayý get
their school scholarships at fourteen, their college
schoiarships at nineteen, a brilliant degree at twenty-
two ; and thed they sink inta the rank of some pro-
fession, having gained no useful habit but ta drudge
at books.

"Is this the way to build up the great English
(Canadian) race, calledJ to direct the fortunes of a
world-empire ? Is this the way ta preserve that
splendid type which foreigners criticise and ridicule,
only because they envy it ?"

dgWhat is the lesson ta be learned from these frag-
mentary remarks of the distinguished professor? "
asks Mr. Morrison. IlSimply this, that, witb aur forc*
bears across the sea, computsory education at high
pressure is not turning out to be the fine thing it
appeared in the dawn-light of a first venture, and
that, already, earnest and thoughtful minds are be-
ginning ta detect and expatiate upon its errors and
consequefit evils.

Education is a means not an end, for, practicallyp

an answer.
Personaily, looking back upan the last twenty-

five years of my life, which years have been sperit
almost unintermittenly in the ctass-moomn, in travel


