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Whst can 1 do for Tnee, à'Master?
For the field ls te verte wlde.

And catis te Thy Rcvvce acit souading
Frunt luilri un cvely saisie.

What eau 1 do for Thée, %laiter?
The queffli on 1 tala would rcpeit.

And revcrernty, pray-ettullv wasting
1 aIM hi>t 1e duiva ai tby fcet.

What may 1 dû for Thee, Mastier?7
since l'hou hast dunc ail things for mec?

In love and humilia)- bendarg
I walt to be guidea LI Thet.

WVhercver Thou leadeat, NMaster.
WVhatcvcr fhou sentilst to me,

Let ac kaow lisat my iîands ait: Jo
The woik lhat is chosca by Thee.

Mfareartl E. -Sfnrvart.

TH1E INSPIRATION OP SCRIPTURE.

DY REV. D. M. GORD~ON, B.D., 1lALlkA.

There are somne who férmn a vcry wrong conception
cf the formatton anti character of the Bible. andi who
imnagine that if it bc proveti that ane text shoulti bc
droppcd out or thit one mistake bas crept ia, the

-' hole book mxust be abandoned. Tiiey thîak afi a as
a chain, of wvhich every verse is a link, andi since a
riain is no stronger titan its weakest liîk, they con-
clude that if one ve rse be at fauir the whole volume is
discrediteti. But that is not the truc smaternent of the
case. The Bible is nmade up of sixty.six différent
books, the work cf some forty différent authors, the
whole period of production spanrnng at lcast i,Soo
ycars. These books are like so maay separate pamn.
phlets bound int one volume, andi ttiey arc ta be con-
sidered flot like the links of a chaîn, bi-; rather like
separate witnesses, gîvîng evidenr- iO us about Gcd
and man and duty and i mmortalîty. Nowa suppose
eà~at yen are dealing with sixty-six different wiinesses,
ait separate andi indepenclent; even if yeu cenld in.
peacti ont of tbem, you wili st have sixty-five to
deal wîth ; if yen couitil impeach two there weuid
stili remain sixty-four ; if yen could go on impeach-
ing theax. uatîi only onc wvas iefî, yet if the testîmony
of that oae was truc. von tyould st!l have bis trulli
te dca! with. So, in deating with the books of tht
Bible. Suppose that somne one were droppeti out, you
would still have ail the rcst te dca! %vill. For mast
of us it is enough te know that the books o! tht Olti
Testament recetveti the stamp and approvai of Christ,
andi that the books of the New Testament were wr1 t.
ten by those te whom Ht promised special guidance,
But suppose that there seemeti te bc suffi.îent evi-
dent* fer dropping eut fromn tue canon of Scripture
such a book as Esther, in whîch the name cf Gad
dees net appear (although God's providence very
plainiv appears in si), or the Song of Solomon, on the
grounti that saine critics regard it as a love lyric, or
ieme other, in whole or in part -though no reason
bas yet been gîv.-n suflicient fur se doing-5tîill, even
were tbis dont, there wonld remain ail tht resr, iaws
anti history, psalms anti praphecies, g-spels and
episties, beariag witness of tiieir inspiraion train
Goti by the way in which thcy speak te the hearts andi
werk on thetitres cf men.

Nosv, as we look through these books of the Bible,
there are varions con si dcratîons that lie on the very
surface marking off this book from any and ail
cthers. Tht late Mattflew Ar-nold woud have ns te-
gard. it simply as a part of Jewish literature; but
thougb it was first given ta the mea of anc race, si 19
a book. fer ail mankind, andi different frrnm ail ather
literature. Very marvellous.,fnr instance, is the nnity
of purpose thar runis through ail these bouks that
niake up our Bible. They were writtcn by a varieny
of authers--kings and peets, phiosopiîrs andi fisher-
metn, statesmea, shepherds andi taxgatherers -saee
luearet in tht wisdom cf Egypt, saine trained in tht
schýools of Babylon. sne reared at the fcet of Jew
iota rabbis, men writing ,, rany styles and an maay
subjects-!aw, propbecy, bistory, poetry, morais-anti
yet, though writtcn by sui-l a varie:y cf authors andi
on sncb a varietv cf subjects. and cmbracing a spart
of 1,500 yeams still as you gn thyoug1h tlhe whoie vol
une frem the first promise in Genests tu the clodapg

*vision an Patmos, yen find it trcating ;a tlue zn.in of
»ne purpose, andi peinting tean ne , îî sray
-pregresa of groiig light, the revelation unfolding

f rom bid t0 il-twer Eden and Ararat, S4nai andi and pcrhaps kcc-ncr inieile..is af Initia did the same,
Pisgah, arc peints from which yen ket giimpses of we finti Moses, ncariy ficeen centuries befere Christ,
Caivay andi Olivet Freint tht first promise dewn giving a record that our iatest hnowvledge cannet con-
tbrough the wotds of Moses andi Samuel andi Davidi tradlct ? Surely those hely mcn of aid spake as îhey
and Isainh andi their brethrcn, we arc led on te lmn were inovcti by the I-oly Ghost.
cf whnni the law andi the prepliets spoke, and cf But white there are many thouglits cf that kinti
wvhom in tlearer trtnes the npestles preacheti. Down they may wcil convinc tht devout smuaient cf sciencc
through the deliverance by the art,, the cali of Abra. and et histery that the Bible dacs bear spicciai
ham, the rescue of lurat from Egypt, tht thunders evîdenceocf tht hand of God, yct the facto on wvhicha
of Sînai, the ceremenies andi sacrifices of taiternacle St. P au! lays spý'cial stress in tht wcrds before us are
qaid temple, tht entrancc stt Canaan, the establish- tnt snch facts as these, but rathet suthl as ta iviwthimn
ment et tht kingtiom, thie <tller preaching by tht pro. te rangc cf ail taexaamine. Yon may net bc la a
phects cf God's rcdecmiîîg purpese, you have types pesition ta compare the teaching cf Scrîpture with
andi symbels anti ( oretokens that wcre fuifilied inl the tca..hings of sciencej but yen can do this ; yen
Christ This ý_uty that ruas throngh ait these books can zet fui yourscif that the book %itfl cuake y<>u %vî.t
for i,500 ycars is a vcry marvellons toiture. Take unte salvatien thraugh taith ln Jcsus Christ ; yen cars
the literature of Engianti even fer tht past Soa years, sec for yeursclf, if Vota oniy rcad it, thant it is profit.
fromi Chaucer's time till now, yen coutil not, if yen able fer t..sching, for repreot, for cerrection, for in-
tricti, finit frain the several centuries ai aur literature, struction in rightcousness.
se many books, by sO many authors, an se many snb. Profitable for tachiag. W-bat beok can'teach ns
cj -cts, witl- ane thread n. :îning thraugh theni ail. Ant iatis dots ? WVhere tise caas yeu gct snch cenceptiers
tht wonder ià madie, if possible, ait the greater when of tht living Goti for WVhomt aur licarts yearn andi in
vie remeniber that in tht course of those fifieen cen- Whom ii ont fuliness of life i %Vhere tise can you
turies many other boeks wcre writtea that have learn wltli snch clearntss yeur ovin nature, the great.
droppeti inte ablivion. Books arc eaguiphed in lhe ness cf the ruin, ycî tht ruin cf vihat wvas se great
tide of time : only a few fragments remain iike the Wiitre elue cars ycu get such a visien cf life anti im-.
shattereti pleces of wrccks that are fleateti ashore. mertaiîy, wh ich flts into #.ihopes andi lengings ai
But here, as yen look aI tht pieces that remain, ycu yenr best m omtats as a key flts tht leck for which si
fiad that they fit each ta each, as if ont cf tht frag. wvas made?
ments that strew the short you ceulti ferin tht fairest Profitable for reproof, te canvince us cf aur sin.
shîp that ever saileti, <air as if ^%ht wcalth of the Whtre tise can you fiad a law sa scarching, or viords
warid's mines anti ferests and factories wvcrc aI yaur that cail forth anti express in the saine degree ,'eur
ceminanti. Hevi shali you accounI fer Ihis ane pur- penittace andi self-rcpreach ? Though t name oi
pose Tunning through ail this onc tcstimony berne Moses liat never becs connecteti vith the lavi, that
by ail these witncsses, ibis ont pnlse.îhrabbing iaîv weuit be none the less truc anti bintiag as a mile
through ail tht nd.-mbers, havi. exccpt by atimittiog of lite that cammentis itself te tht conscience even ci
that they throb wiiih the saine life-blooti, that the de- these whom it cendemrns. Theugh the name cfDavid
sign wvas net theirs, but Geds, that Ilholy men af hati neyer betn connectei wiuth %ht Mity.fitst psalnn,
Goti spakc as they %vere meveti by tht Holy Ghest?" or theugh that Psalm bail beca fouad as an anoay-

Take another illustratien of the peculiar character mens fragment trom saine unknewa age, it ivoulti bc
cf this book Hewv is il that the flrst chiapter of none the less fitteti bath te quickea anti te express aur
Genesis, thongh maniftstly viritten for a moral anti peniter.ce.
spiritual, rather than scicntific purpese, is la harmony Profitable fer correction, te correct tht erring anti
with the iatest teachings of exact science ? Ask the te restere the falca. Yen Mnay fi in lalier books
men et science te-day what they knew -not whit they gond moral prccepts. The Romans receaiveti many
guess andi speculate but vibat tbey know, about thetfrein Senecaj the Chinese receiveti xany frcm Con-
engin of things, anti yen ivill finti that, accerdiag to fucius , but they were precepts witheut tht inspir-
sncb teachers as Darwina anti Huxley anti Tyndall, ing peower of a lité te illustrate them or a spirit ta
there arc gaps whIch they cannet bridge, points hclpa us ta fuith them. Compare lteau %villa tht words
vihere rhey finti a new problemn that they canner soire. et Jesus anti they are like abunch of artîflcial flowers,

the hre pontsvihre, compareti with tht living, luxuriant plants la fuil
Anti these eccur speciaiy at tehr piswee, binons. There is lite la tht ont that as net la tht
accarding te the Mesale record, there is introtinceti otlier, a-power te htip yeu up anti te sustain ycu,
the creative act of Goti. What is tht enigin cf mat whiçh îhey viho have testeti can understand, but
ter ? Go back te tht furthest point that science can vihicli canne: bc knewn excepr by experiment.

pitr.beyond tht cooling of tht carths crust even Profitable fer instructien la rightceusncss, able to
pictreguide us sîep by sier, along the path et holiness, se

to tht primai Îire mîst iliat somne have îmagîned, and that we may becem'e that which in aur best moments
stîli un answver is given. Science is dnmb berore that vie weuld tiesire te be, renewed iei tht ikencss ef
questien. Anti that is the first point at which the Ch;iit. Neov tht peint on which tht apestle here lays
creative powier cf Gati is assertet inl the record, stress as that these are tests by which aay of ns cans

«la the beginnîng Goti crtated tht heavens and tht try the Bible, ways by which vie can cenvînce aur-
earth." Corne forviatd any member of centunes, fer selves cf tht enigin anti charactes:, ne,. by any fat.

tht ibl asîga nelim lîît e ceatonandthe fetched, leng-drawa arguments, tnt by any proof cf
the ibl asigra notim tirit a ceatit),andthe ils harmony or cf its conflact with science, but bya

question met Veu. Wlhat is tht enigin cf animal preet that i5 close at band, by ils power in the hecart
lite? The latest verdict fron Professer Tyndall is anti lite ai those whe reati anti obey il. Deal honestly
that there is ne sncb thing as spantancous generaýtion. with this book, ieati it, net flrs ment cunesuty nor
Beyond anti behînti ail that ste test of tht chemîst ar fer the sake et centroversy, but %vith tht faithful effort

the naf cftheaaatmas ca unaltias hîsmysery te live up te tht trulli that yen land in it, anti yeunthe nif oftheanatmis cas ufoldas hismysery experience wii! bear witness te thet ruth of Cbnist's
cf 111e, of which science cars ouly say that it cernes viords, 49Whesoevcer is viitilng ta do Ris witi shalt
frein saine previons ferin of liUe. But vihence came know cf tht teachîng wbether it be fram GadY Test
tht first lite? Ia presence cf that question science is it as you vioulti test tht ceunsel cf a trienti or the pr
dumb. Vet that as the second peint at which th scription of adocrar that yen tbeught warth followîag,

cretîv at e Gei s aseted whn ie re oli tatanti you wii! neeti ne cuber argument te assure yen
cretiv ac ofGodsa sseted whn w ar tod tatthat the bookc is tram Goti. 'Yon Witt bt conviaceti

Ht createti the lite that swarnis ia sta anti air anti that it is inspireti because il inspires you te a better
eanîh. Cerne forth further la tht ceurse, anti the lite, ccnvinccd that it cernes frinm Cti becauss it
question meets yeu, Whencc came the mind, tht rea- helps yen toviarti saitai anti vhen yen set yonr feer on
sontag spirit of man? Not front the levier animais. thar. rock ycu cas affoti ta malte latte of tht attack"-
Huxley, viho ab perhaps the greatest living teacher of cf those viho vieulti make little of the Bible. Youn

tht veitio thoryan hascieartmnt f siene, wn experience will bc yenr witness in ils faveur, anti
theevoutin teor eti Dti on thîsen poin set thea yaur life cf ebetiience te Christ rnav be a witntss

regards the hypethesis ofDrilnaispita o itis faveur -te those arauni vols. Yen wlvi rest
preven. Here again is a question before which assureti that while thtre is a heart expascti te sernevi
sCience is dumb, a deati vali through îvhîch il laIns a wil! warpeti by temptation frret tht lune of righ.
ne portai. Anti here is the thard andi only remainîng teeusness, a memery te recail anti a conscience te
peint at %vhach tht Mosair. record asserus the creative coets p the sias that are past, a spirit grieveti aver

act f (iod.Thrc taes ht wrd creae"1 ust pestat pollution and looking out am-iti (cars anti
act f Gd. hrc linesthewor " reae Das sed hopes te tht unser future, this gooti olti Bible can-

in tht Mosaic accotunt ef tht enigin cf things, xiz,, aI net bc ontworn ; therc ii be a %verk fer it te do
thet hrec points wherc matter, lite, andi tht spint cf wbîicb no allier books can perforai. Anti theugh strîfe
main, art first introtinct, andi thesc bre are the may rage areunt ilu, thougt sc.eptiasm May assail si,
great mysteries, the unsolved problecms cf science. though vice repraved by il may leagut with vice
owv came il that wite the bright intellects cf Grecce against it, you shahi bc rati andi. confident in the

accepted as the account of creation a myth v-hich nO si a wihto a rijt aia il tetakt i in-
ochoel boy vieult nevi credit, andi which the carlier ig lîeayenwarti like tht ttvénlasting halls.


