—— —— . —— i~ e = i o i cmepen e et

“ No, no! of course not,” said Siv George checerily, * but you
may have picked it up with those notes by mistake, when you won
all that pile from Stevens.  Still 1 think we had better stop now ;
it’s getting late now, you know, my dear,” he added to his wife,
«{ think you and Kthel had better be off to bed. You other
fellows will stop and have another drink, 1 hope.” ’

As soon as the ladies had left the room, he continued.,  ** First
of all, I trust to your honor that none of you gentlemen will ever
refer to this matter ngain.  Don’t think, wmy boy,” this to me,
« that any of us imagine you picked the card up on purpoge, but still,
if the story gets abroad, unpleasnnt things are sure to be said.”

So nothing more came of it at the time, but I cannot say that
I enjoyed the few days that were left me at Monte Carlo, I saw
next to nothing of the Chesterfields, for I fought shy of mecting
Ethel. 1 was convinced that T hadn’t picked up the card myselt;
but I couldn’t believe that she had pluced it in wy case. That
brute, Stevens, might have given it tv me on purpuse amony his
notes,  ‘That was much more likely.

I had been back at York a week or two before Stevens re-
turned.  He happened to find us playing the usual regimental loo
after mess.  He was asked to take a hand, but yefused. « Why
not ¢ someone said. ¢ Well,” he replied, it is like this: while
this fellow {pointing to me) is playing, 1 prefer to stand out.” He
was a little drunk, I fancy.

You can imagine the row that ensued. Everyone called on
Stevens for an explanation  But he refused point-blank to say any
further, save that he was under a promise to give no particulars.

“ Nonsense,” said I, *¢ you ought to have held your tongue
ahogether,” and 1 procceded to put the whole matter betore them
as it happened, except that I kept Miss Chesterfield’s name out of
the story. - Of course,” 1 added, “now that this man has
insulted me, I must put the whole affair before the Colonel to-
morrow, aud let him deal with it.  Till then, I shan’t go on play-
ing cards, if ever [ do again.”

The Colonel postponed the inquiry till the Chesterficlds re-
tuned. 1. of course, wrote to Sir George, and told him what had
happened.

My fiiends in the regiment told wme that public opinion was
cutirely on my side, but for all that 1felt very wmiscrable, for 1
realized that appearances were against me, and how hard it would
be to clear myself.

One afternoon, a few days afterwards, when I was wooning
alune in my quarters, my servant told me that a gentleman wanted
tosce me. 1 was greatly surprised te recognize Sir George, who
was uot expected back for a week or twao.

s« T came back at once,” he snid, ** as soon as I heard how that
scoundrel had behaved.  He shall never darken my doors again.”

¢ Then you think,” I cried, *¢ that Stevens gave me the emid
on purpose wrapt up in his notes 7%

*No, no, my boy,” he answered, ** not sv bad as all that; but
kelad no right to say a word nbout it, considering the circum-
sances.  Bthel was the culprit.  When I got your note, 1 told my
wile and Ethel all it contained, Ethel burst into tears; she bad
been waiting, she said, to tell you herself.  She had put it there as
a joke, not understanding there could be any fuss about it, but
merely to enjoy your embarrassment when yon found it.  Then she
was frightened, but would have confessed, if I had not explained it
away, as I did, before sending her to bed.  Aud she didu’t see you
again before vou left Moute Carlo. 1 told her what an an awful
thing she had done, and she hopes you may be able to forgive her.
By the way, here is a note from Etheél to you

_Of course, I was delighted to be cleared, but it scemed a mean
thing for the girl to have done.  Still, as I remember the senior
aaptain said that night at mess, unless women have played cards
often, they never understand the accepted notions of honor concern-
ing them. It was his experience that they gencrally cheated them-
selves, and that it was quite beyond their knowledge that a man
cues more odinm in socicty for cheating at cards than he does
even for cloping with his host's wife or daughter. Butsuch isthe fact ;
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therefore a man must never be accused of cheating unless there be
absolute proof.

They made it so warm for Stevens ia the regiment, that he ex-
changed on the first oppurtunity, and we saw no more of him. No,
L didn't marry Ethel, I daresay it would make a better story if |
had.  But I'm afraid I never quite forgave.  She married the fox-
hunting parson of the next parish.

THINGS SOCIETY READERS CAN DO:
e
RITE o note at the public desk without puttinge the hook-keeper to any 1ncon-
venience. Goet o supply of nlee Stationery Bov the best selfofeedingg Penan i
warld  Get ap Express Money Order thad with be payable adlmost anvwhere in the workd.

Geta vol of Musie bound so dt will open Tt aned stay there the st it 3t 38 used, and
weaty for ycars too. And iy other things at

KNOWLES' BOOK STORE, Cor. George & Granville Sts.

— THE “RIADTO,” —
(AFTER THE GREAT BRIDGE OF VENICE)

Headquarters for NEW YORK LAGER BEER.
THE FINEST OYSTERS THE YEAR RCUNC.
CHARRIE RA4uCOIN, PrepRr. m.‘v. H 0 FULLER x Co,

HALIFAX MARBLE WORKS,

73 and 75 BARRINGTON S8T.

WM. BISHOP, Contractor for Cut Stone for Buildings,

Manufcturer of Monunrents in Granite and Marhle, Mund Tablets, Church Fomts.
and Cenietery Work of all Kinds.
Orders from the Country promptly attended to - Designs furnished on appheation.

AT.SARRE & SO2IT,
HATLIFAX, IN. &

- DEALERS IN - -

Tobacco, Cigaré and I'ishing Tackle.
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TFHE PALACE BOOT AND SHOE STORE
156 GRANVILLE STREET, HALIFAX, N. S.,

WM. DTAZTIOR & CO.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OF

Ladies', Gents', Boys’, Misses' & Children’s BOOTS & SHOES.

We ars showing a magnifizent Steck <f

Fresw MERT & POoULTRY,

— At onr New Building -

110 BARRINGTON ST,

W./—\.MAngNg&Qo.

E cordially invite our patrons and the public generally to
visit our uew premises aund inspeet the latest improved
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JEW Groeery and Provision Store.

HALIFAX, N. S.

—

TEAS, COFFEES, SUGARS, .
Canned Goods, Fresh & Dried Fruits, Poultry, Game, etc

n’l"ﬂ”‘: stock b s Deen carefully seleeted to suit the wants of families requiting Fikst -
o

Crass Gouns, and has been purchased at the lowest eash prices, so that the

wiost favorable terms ean be given ta all patronizing the new estab'ishment,

Under the personal supervision of Mr. W. CHARLES ANDERSON.
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