f

e

j /'/ |
NOVA SCOTLA ( —

huweh - € hronicle

Vou. JIL HALIFAX, AUGUST, 1366. No. 5.

P

“Ad profectum sacrosuncle matris ecclesice.”

THE COLONIAL CHURCH BILL}

In our last number sve inserted such clauses of the proposed Colenial Church
Bill as would affect this Diocese. We now give the title of cach clause and, as far
us we ean, its intention. ‘

The judgment of the Privy Council has laid down this important eonstitutional
principle :— ) .

¢ The United Church of England and Ireland i¢ not a part of the Coustitution in
any colonial settlement, nor can its authorities, or those who bear office in it. claim
to be recognized by the law of the colony otherwire than as the members of a volun-
tary assoctation. It candot be said that any ceelesiastical tribunal or jurisdiction is
required in any coloay of settlement where there is no Established Church, aund in
the case of a settled colapy the ecclesiastical law of Kngland cannot, for the same
reason, be treated as parffof the law which the scttlers earried with them from the
mother country.” g >

Under thiis decision, from the bighest legal- tribunal to grhich we are subject, the
Chureh in the Colonies would 8e@m to have full likerty t%ovem itself and manage
all its own affairs, as other relip bodies do, without let or hinderance from the
state. Yot we find that in spite of this judgment legal dfficnlties and vesatious
obstacles are thrown in the, way of the Churches’ action, beeause of letters patent
and- crown appointments.: It does seom hard to lese the advantaggs of state connex-
ion and yet be forced to retain its evils. S .

It is to remove any doiibts as to the position of the colonial chireh, and to admit,
uat enforce, the only solation of the present difficulty in the way of self-government
that the Bill was introduced into the Imperial Parliament. Thé‘igeneral eff:ct of it
would be to allow every tie (except the spirtual one, which ig’the strongest and
best) between the chureh in England and in the colanies, to besovered at once :
and to provide that it shall be so in future. Where letters patdnt are held by the
bishops, it seems that the tie cannot be quite broBien except by their valuntary
surrender.  For we presume the crown would not cancel them exeSpt at the request
of the holder, altho’ it will issue none boreafter. ~, Whether or not this separation
will be for théunffinate good of the duughter cherehes remains to be proved.  There
can however by little dowbt butthat it is or soon will be-our ppsition. Our part
must be to look the difficulties falyly in the face and to make the Best of oz altered
statas by uaity of action. We wiuld certainly hope to see the c%ljonial chrehes in
such a pnziton that no holding \of letters patent, no erown apptintments and no
impediments of EaglishvceclesiastioalInw, could keep them in the position of the
church in South Afsica, struggling to.frea herself from heretical teachers, but unable
quite to affect her purpose because of some indefinite status given by the Crown.
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