
THE ONTARIO FARMER.
wcere doing in znany. other pl'aces wliere a mnarket

ivas witIiin readli. Thc consuniers, as Nveii as tlic

piekers, iverc satisfied wvitli tlis coarse fruit. ]3eing

thus a good bargain for both parties, the trade wvas

kept up wlicrever the comnion, blackiberry was near

enougli te, market.

There arc sections of our country in 'i'hiclî this

business o. gathering wild fruit is an important

item toivard tlic maintenance of many fiamuies.

Tbcy lok te the blackiburry harvest as a certain in-

corne. Entire hiousehioids, men as w~eli as wvonen,
abandon ail otiier cnîployrnents, and taire te piLki-

in- bernies. Thuy ileud not carry themn to tlîe cities

te find purchasers, but mneet with wholesaie citv

buyers at evcry railroad station. Tiiese pay cash.
te the industrious pichers, and forward thc fruit te

mnarket, wliere it is rctailud at a higlier price. Tley
bave thueir profit, cf course, but tlîe pickers have a

better one, because thc fruit costs not1ilng beyond

the labor cf gathuring it - and tlîis division cf labor

and profit is sufficiently remunurative te keep the

business going frein year te ycar, notwithistanding

thec extensive introduction cf superier vanieties. If
it werc net for this division, it is probable thînt thc

account, and hence hie recommendation that die

boys shouid not be in an liurry to spend their

nioney, as lie liad a plan of his. own iii relation to

nakîng the Il oid field" a rcaily profitable affair to

thucin. 11e wvas sntisflud there wvas a fair chance by
whviii to nie flic vcry beginning they hiad al

been strivin- after.

When the blackberry crop had ail bcen pickcd

and sold, everybody on thc farm wvas surpriscd at
hcariug tlîat it footed up sixty dollars, clear of al

expenses. It was really se much nioney .found;

for thoughi the Iloid field"' ]îad ripenced probabiy

fifty crops, not n cunt's wvorth lad ever been turned

into cash. Whiat the faniily had flot picked for

their own use hiad been takecn by the birds and

w ,asps, orlpcrishcd on tlicbushes. Philip Spang<,ier

,%vas particularly astonishued at the resuit. H1e said

it wvould pay a lîaif-y-cars interest on his iîiortgage.

Il es;' obseî'ved Uncle Benny in reply, I
malie this brier-patch pay interest and principal

toc, if you wvill oniy aliow me to do what I ple'ise

with it."1

Spanglerrcadily agreed that lie should do as hie
desircd, aud a regular bargain wvas made betwcen

great cities Nvould be cempelled te doe %vitliout thin on thc subjeet. tJncle ]3enny wvas te have
mnudli cf the fruit they new consume. entire control cf thc blackberry field; ho %vas to get

But this gathering up cf wild fruit by poor
famiics is net confined te thu blackberry. Thc

woods cf New Jersey are annuaily ransackecd for thc

biucklebcrry, cf whidh astenishing quantities are

collected and sent te, iarbet, pro.ducing Very ser-

viceabie anieunts cf noneY te the industrious
pickers. The wiid cr.anberry is aise gathcred ini

large quantities by tac saine class cf people. These

successive harvests, ivhich Providence bountifully

prèpares for those wlîe dweil in hîuts and slîanties

on the bordons cf civilization, are as mudli depended

cn as arc the whieat and cern crops of the nxest cx-

what hie couid frDin it, and aftcr rctaining three-

fourtlîs cf the profits for the boys, the otlier fourth
wab> tu be paid tu Spanglur, who pledgcd limfil

that it should be appiied te paying off the mortgage

on the farin. 0

Tlîc histery cf this Iloid field" of six acres is s0
remarkabie that it miay as -%ehl bc reIatcd now. It

wvill be rcxnembcrcd that it wvas only froin the edgcs
or outskirts thnt any fruit had boen gathered. Ail
the interioz of the field wvas filled wvitli bushes

nearly as productive as thiose on. the niargin, but it

iuUvUJs niVs le4L1 reI hor. unee nunny made
tensive fariner. a calculation as to how niany rows cf canes he could

Unle]enny kinew all about thesc things, and 'make by cutting aNvay open spaces ten feet widc
was determined te maI-e thein contributu te ivliat froi one side of thc field to the othur. Eu then
lie considered a praisuworthy ambition of the compared thu resuit witl thc length of miargin
Spranglers te mafke a little money for theinselves. troin whli they had bcîî picling, nnd satisflcd
Some cf the boys wanted books, and tools, and othier liiin-seif, that, if that had produccd sixty dollars, lic
juvenile notions, wvhile thc girls had a dozen cud-ta sufficient length of picking surface te
matters cf their own te be supplied with. H iake te 4-old field" pay almost as good a profit as
tbouglit this Ilold fiel&* niight bc turned te jgre~t was made on liaîf the untire farin. There was thc
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