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thait the saine Force which ruled the territorial world, sliould also be
a Iaw for the celestial.

It is flot probable tliat bodily strengtx wili ever again forai so iii-
portant an elenient in a political or religions systein. Yet the adnii-
ration of' nu:scular -%irour reomains a fixed and strong passion of»
hiuman nature atail ages and under alcircuimstautiees. L r uhs
well-known story, the boy wvho points out to, Toin*Brown the youthil
hieroes of Rugby shows 1dm three or four athietes and only one prize-
inan. Nine ont of every ton boys who did the saine tlîing wvouId have
awarded hionours in the same wvay. Once ont of sclîool, tic dux of
tlic class must yield precedenace to the boy wlio eauI best, runiq leap,
Jîlght, or swini. Youing men geuerally attatli more importance, or at
least pay more lIonage, to bodily strcgtli than to mental power, fût-
evcry one of thei eau appreciate the formier wlicn lie ses it, tiiougli
Lucre are many who eau neitlierrecognize nor adm-ire the latter. Fiw%
care to know wi'ho the prize-men of Oxford and Cambridge inay ho-
the double-firsts, tlic senior wranglers, but once or twiee a vear ail
E1.ugland talks of the captain of the cricket cloyen, or the stroke oars-
inca of the University boat. Even staid and elderly business mca, the
i-cry ballast of the community, of'ten show flashes of the saine entliin-
siasm. Thoy rend flic sporting journals, thoy discuss the aicrits of'
pngilists and pedestrians, and often slip away from tlîeir desks and
counters to spend an hour or two whieli they knowiv ili bc weII employeil
in active exerci.ie of' some kind or ot;ier. No age or class of mankind
is insev'--*'le to the attraction of ninscular sports. A nîncli covcted
'îuality, jiowever, is always one that is bard te, acquire. It is net
casy for a man of gedentary occupation, lîowever enthusiastic ho may
bc, to become a good gymnast. L takes long practice to acquire any
deoeree of excellence boyond a very moderato average. L takoýq
steady practice to retain it when acquired, for of ail accomplisli-
inents titis is the one which, rnsts inost rapidiy by, negleet. A week
or two of inaction wviIl des troy powers whieh rcquired a montlî's steady
application to form, them. Mloreovcr, steadiness and perseverance are
qualities in whieh the amateur is generally deficient. The point at
which lie aims is alwvays a distant one and attainable only by a slow
and fatiguing journey. But lus mind is bent upon getting at it by a
short cut and an easy road. Showy performances are his delighit,
and exercises unconnected witlî special feats are his abhorrence. Hec
ivishes, without undergoing much, hardsliip, to rival the excellences of
men who, make a lifelong study and practice of arts to, whieh hoe can
devote only the inargins and waste fractions of his tume. Whon lit-
diseovers that lie muat cither modify his aims or renounce tlîem alto-
gether hie chooses the latter alternative and falis back upon rocreations
that will serve to amuse his niind without fatlguing his body. Impa-
tience and ovor ambition are the chiot' stumbling-blocks in the way of
aIl amateurs. The man who would cultivate his muscular powers flot
as a means of livlihood, but as an innocent and healthy amusement,
must compare himseif not with experts, but with those who enjoy
opportunities similar te his own, and he rnu'st ho satisfied with a mod-
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